OUR MISSION
The New Community School
empowers bright, talented students
who are challenged by dyslexia
and related learning differences.
The innovative and research-based
college preparatory curriculum uses
a customized educational approach
to build skills in language and math
and to foster academic and personal
strengths - igniting the passions and
gifts of unique minds.

DYSLEXIA: (dis-’lek-se- )
e

A specific disability that is neurological in origin. It is characterized by difficulties with accurate
and/or fluent word recognition and by poor spelling and decoding abilities. These difficulties
typically result from a deficit in the phonological component of language that is often
unexpected in relation to other cognitive abilities and the provision of effective classroom
instruction. Secondary consequences may include problems in reading comprehension and
reduced reading experience that can impede the growth of vocabulary and background
knowledge.
				
-International Dyslexia Association

YOU MAY BE DYSLEXIC IF YOU...
• read slowly and with much effort,
• are often the one to solve the problem,
• can’t spell; have messy handwriting,
• show terrific imagination in your writing,
• have trouble remembering dates and names,
• think out-of-the-box and grasp the big picture,
• have difficulty retrieving and pronouncing spoken words,
• have excellent vocabulary and ideas.
-Yale Center for Dyslexia & Creativity

RELATED LEARNING DIFFERENCES
• Dyslexia
• Dysgraphia
• Dyscalculia
• Auditory processing disorders
• Visual processing disorders
• Organizational or sequencing difficulties
• Labeling, memory, word retrieval difficulties
• Slow processing speed
• Letter reversals and transpositions
• Attention Deficit Disorder (with or without hyperactivity)
• Working memory challenges

“This wonderful
school has provided
hope and inspiration
to our family.”
-TNCS parent

ACADEMICS
Our program is unique. It builds skills in reading, writing, spelling, math, organization, and executive
functioning while simultaneously developing high level critical thinking and problem-solving skills in an
intellectually challenging college preparatory environment. The school’s customized approach is designed
to uncover and develop students’ strengths and passions.
The small classes foster an environment where each student has the opportunity to take part in small
group learning, to receive differentiated instruction, and participate openly in class discussions. This
atmosphere encourages innovative, creative thinking. It also enables students to move beyond memorizing
facts towards application and synthesis.

FEATURES OF OUR PROGRAM
• Approximately 200 students in grades 5-12
• Customized instruction
• 3:1 student/teacher ratio
• Extra help period
• Study appointments

• After school study support
• Testing accommodations
• Progress review
• Mission-based advisory program
• Student-led conferences

FUTURE READY
• Critical thinking skills
• Problem solving skills
• Personal growth
• Technology integration
• Study skills integration
• Independent studies
• Social/Emotional skills
• Online courses
• Job shadowing
• Internships
• Advanced placement classes
• Leadership development
• Entrepreneurship
• Project-based learning

LANGUAGE FUNDAMENTALS
• Orton-Gillingham approach
• Simple-to-complex
• Daily small group or 1:1 instruction
• Diagnostic-prescriptive
• Ongoing data analysis
• Data-driven IIP (Individualized Instruction Plan)
• From basic syllable patterns to advanced reading and
writing

MATHEMATICS
• Customized skill level placement
• Small class sizes
• Multi-sensory
• Real world context
• College preparatory curriculum including AP
Calculus

ELECTIVES
Elective classes at The New Community School
expose students to a range of opportunities to
explore interests and ignite passions. These courses
offer opportunities to learn new skills, develop
artistic talents, and explore new interests. Our elective
teachers encourage creative risk-taking within a
structured framework of curriculum guidelines. Most
courses are scheduled on a semester basis. Students
may discover a passion that flourishes into a future
area of collegiate study. Elective course experiences
often lead to new paths of success that also translate
into deeper friendships, a stronger sense of self, and
a higher level of confidence. (See insert for elective
course offerings.)

ATHLETICS
Fall: Cross Country, Boys Soccer, Tennis, Girls Volleyball
Winter: Basketball, Rock Climbing
Spring: Golf, Baseball, Girls Soccer, Track, Boys Volleyball
• No skills-based cuts
• VISAA member - Virginia Independent Schools Athletic Association

WELLNESS
The New Community School is committed to the optimal development of every student.
There is a strong correlation between brain and body wellness. We believe that for students
to have the opportuntiy to achieve personal, academic, and social success, we need to create
positive, safe learning environments in every grade, in every setting, throughout the school.
Research shows that good nutrition and physical activity before, during, and after school, are
strongly correlated with positive student outcomes. Students who are physically active and
mobile between classes, during recess, activity breaks, high-quality physical education, and
extracurricular activities do better academically. At TNCS, PE is taught daily. These programs
are combined with opportunities to participate in a rigorous extracurricular athletic program.

STUDENT LIFE
• Grade level bonding experiences
• Student Advisory Board
• Service projects
• Clubs: Middle School (student-selected), Upper School (student-led)
• Job shadowing
• Internships
• National Honor Society
• House system
• Ski day

COLLEGE COUNSELING
• PSAT, SAT, ACT (testing site)
• College admissions rep visits to campus
• Junior Seminar (college exploration, SAT prep, personal finance)
• 11th grade college trip
• Support in acquiring testing accommodations
• Guidance in completing the common application
• 1:1 college counseling
• 90% college attendance

RECENT COLLEGE
ACCEPTANCES

“PREPARE TO BE AMAZED!
Speaking from our own personal
experience and from what we’ve
heard from other TNCS parents...
You have to see it, to believe it!
The school website and admissions
materials do a great job of telling
about TNCS, but nothing compares
to the feeling of TNCS.”
- Alumni Parent

• Bridgewater College
• Christopher Newport
University
• Coastal Carolina University
• College of Charleston
• Curry College
• Davis & Elkins College
• Drexel University
• Eckerd College
• Elon University
• Embry-Riddle Aeronautical
University
• Emory and Henry College
• Ferrum College
• Flagler College
• Florida Atlantic University
• George Mason University
• Goucher College
• Hampden-Sydney College
• High Point University
• Hollins University
• J. Sargeant Reynolds
Community College
• James Madison University
• John Tyler Community
College
• Juniata College
• La Salle University
• Lebanon Valley College
• Lees-McRae College
• Liberty University
• Long Island University
Brooklyn
• Longwood University
• Lynchburg College
• Lynn University
• Marshall University
• Mary Baldwin University

• Marymount University
• Meredith College
• North Carolina State
University
• Ohio State University
• Old Dominion University
• Oxford College of Emory
University
• Presbyterian College
• Radford University
• Randolph College
• Randolph-Macon College
• Roanoke College
• Rutgers University - Newark
• Salem College
• Savannah College of Art
and Design
• Shenandoah University
• Suffolk University
• Universal Technical Institute
• University of Alabama
• University of Arizona
• University of Mary
Washington
• University of North
Carolina Asheville
• University of Tampa
• University of the Sciences
• University of Virginia
• Virginia Commonwealth
University
• Virginia Polytechnic Institute
and State University
• Virginia Wesleyan College
• Warren Wilson College
• Washington College
• West Virginia University
• West Virginia Wesleyan
College

“At New Community, the
teachers understand not only
how their students learn; they
respect them as people.”
-TNCS parent

“New Community teachers
have been instrumental in
not only getting our daughter
to recognize her ability, but
to show her the path to
becoming the great student
that she strives to be.”
-TNCS parent

ACCREDITED BY
• Southern Association of Independent Schools
• Virginia Association of Independent Schools
• Virginia Council for Private Education

MEMBER OF
• The Dyslexia Foundation
• International Dyslexia Association
• National Association of Independent Schools
• Southern Association of Independent Schools
• Virginia Association of Independent Schools

The New Community School is an independent, non-sectarian, non-profit day school accessible
to students regardless of race, creed, ethnic origin, or socio-economic background.

