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T h e m e

EDITORIAL
Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and put a new and right spirit within me.
—Psalm 51:10

A Spring Cleaning

W

hat should we do when we run into contamination and
clutter everywhere we turn? Where do we start when
we can’t even find what we need in our closets, computers, and
phones without a colossal search? How do we begin to make
space for God when confusion and concern overflow?
Even the smallest nooks and crannies of our lives can feel
overwhelmed. We want to be responsible, organized, and efficient.
We consider ourselves judicious, but so many things—much of
them of questionable value—clamor for our attention, for space
in our homes, hearts, and minds.
This issue of R ejoice ! is about our writers’ searches for
cleansing and renewal in a society that normalizes lifestyles jampacked with physical, emotional, and mental junk. How can we
invite God into our entire being and welcome a good, thorough
spring cleaning?
We cannot afford to be complacent when the home of our
heart is overwhelmed. No matter our apprehension or shame, let
us open the door to God—the only one who can free, cleanse, and
renew a right spirit within us.
—Leslie Hawthorne Klingler
R ejoice ! Editor
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DIVINE TOUCH
The Giving Game
by Elaine Maust

I

stacked the white china dessert bowls on the kitchen island.
Remarkably, the delicate strawberry pattern and French
script that laced the bottom of each bowl mostly survived
scrubbings innumerable. “Peach cobbler never tasted better
than in those bowls,” my daughter once said.
For comparison, I laid an apple beside the tiny white tower on
the counter and snapped a photo. I felt a wisp of excitement as I
texted the picture to a friend. “I love these bowls, but I don’t need
them. Would you like them?”
The Lenten spiritual practice of years ago recently became my
new hobby: giving away my things.
I read that pioneers littered western wagon trails with
household items. A cast iron cooking stove, a wooden hope chest,
a handmade cradle. Along the dangerous way, trekkers realized
that heavy and cumbersome possessions, no matter how precious,
endangered the journey. Too much cargo might weary the team. A
slow wagon threatened survival.
Traveling light is not a matter of life and death for me, but it
is time to lighten my load. My hobby of sharing my things is now
a joyful game as I match random articles from my home to my
friends. I feel as if I am giving away puppies, searching for the
perfect home for each one.
A barely used electric can opener now resides in a dorm room
at Mississippi State University. A never-worn pair of shoes went to
a friend who prances about in them as if they might be Dorothy’s
ruby slippers. I bought the clay pot with the sunflower design in
Ecuador. It went to a friend who loves sunflowers. She loves that
Continued on next page
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DIVINE TOUCH
Continued from previous page

bowl more than I ever did. “It’s our apple bowl,” she beamed.
“We use it every day.” Some of my friends do not have what they
need. My all-time favorite umbrella now straddles the walker of a
homeless friend.
Almost forty years in our sprawling farmhouse provided
accumulation opportunities and accidents. Slowly giving away
unnecessary baggage is as satisfying as losing weight and a lot
more fun. As drawers are less crowded and shelves less cluttered,
my gratitude for the things I keep swells.
The rules of the game are few. Every day I choose one item.
Things I love go to friends. Some items are so worn or useless
that I throw them away. Why did I keep the yellow bow from a
long-forgotten bouquet? What moment of vanity compelled me to
buy overpriced facial scrub? The rest of my unnecessary treasures
go to the Free Store at our church.
Piles remain. How did I amass so many things? It boggles the
mind. Thank God the giving game is setting me free.
By the way, I have a beautiful white soup tureen. It has a lid
and matching dipper. I love it, but I never use it. I don’t need
it anymore. Does anybody know a good home for a slightly
used soup tureen?
I can send a photo.

Elaine Maust is copastor with her husband, Duane, of Jubilee Mennonite
Church in Meridian, Mississippi.
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DAILY MEDITATIONS
MARCH

1

SUNDAY

A Fresh Start
I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the Lord,”
and you forgave the guilt of my sin.
—Psalm 32:5

READ: Psalm 32
REFLECT: One spring day every year, I would dash off the
school bus and race home—not for fresh cookies, but because
mattresses lay on the porch roof of our two-story farm home, and
windows were wide open. Spring cleaning was underway! Mom
would hand us the rug beater (a special wire paddle) and allow us
to hit the dust out of our old-fashioned, feather-filled mattresses.
When the mattresses were dragged back in (folded in half the
long way and tugged through the windows), our upstairs smelled
spring-air clean.
I know spring cleaning was exhausting for my mother, but it
left all of us living in the house feeling good all over. A full-time
homemaker, my mom would have felt out of sorts if spring
cleaning were skipped.
Most of us can relate to that sweet feeling of a thoroughly
cleaned house. Even greater is the satisfaction of cleaning one’s life
from past wrongs and misdeeds. Today’s short psalm celebrates
the fantastic feeling of total forgiveness offered by God with all
the cobwebs, cheating, and grudges cleared.
These 40 days of Lent invite us to a clean slate, God’s mercies
ever new. Instead of using our own effort to scrub at habitually
grimy spots, let us seek the power-cleansing of our Creator.
—Melodie Davis

RESPOND:

Cleanse me yet again, dear Lord. Forgive my
shortcomings and outright sins. Your mercies are ever new.
7
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2

MONDAY

Refreshed like Rain
May my teaching drop like the rain, my speech condense
like the dew; like gentle rain on grass, like showers.
—Deuteronomy 32:2

READ: Deuteronomy 32:1-4
REFLECT: Grass crushed underfoot on my evening walk
toward the woods. I passed the ruination of a fall garden.
Sweetgum trees weary of weeks without rain pointed dusty,
star-shaped leaves toward the browning terrain. The state of
Mississipi is usually lush and green from nearly 60 inches of
rain per year; how could it appear so spent and burnt? Thunder
banged in the distance. I prayed the words I had been pleading
for weeks: “Lord, I know you have a lot on your plate today, but
please bring the rain!”
In Deuteronomy 32, we see that Moses has good reason to
feel desolate. He could be questioning the suitability of his newly
commissioned protégé, Joshua. Is Joshua fit for the rigors of
leadership? He perhaps is worrying about the people’s propensity
for wandering. On top of that, Moses knows he is about to die
without completing his life goal of seeing the Promised Land.
Yet, despite all these reasons for gloom, Moses bursts into
song. He prays that his teachings will refresh like rain.
Eventually, a driving rain washed our backroad Mississippi
farm. The trees and grass celebrated the cleansing; even weeds
looked pleased with themselves, sparklingly glad to be alive.
During Lent, we allow God to wash our spirits. As God rinses
away our desolations, we praise a God whose immense imagination and capacity continually restore us and our world.
—Elaine Maust

RESPOND:

Refresh us God of thunder, rain, and results.
Restore our lives. Wash us and rinse us until we shine.
8
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TUESDAY

Sticks and Stones
How long will you torment me,
and break me in pieces with words?
—Job 19:2

READ: Job 19:1-7
REFLECT: I first heard the ditty during recess. As I joined a
cluster of fifth graders loitering behind the science classroom, one
kid made a verbal jab at another. The offended child responded,
“Sticks and stones can break my bones, but words can never hurt
me.” I considered this newfound wisdom and tucked it into my
survival toolkit.
But life exposed the lie. Words can hurt. A lot. In his anguish,
Job cries out, “How long will you torment me, and break me in
pieces with words?”(v. 2). The humiliation of false accusation
compounds pain (v. 5).
When I feel wounded by the words of others, I am inclined to
throw stones back or beat myself their condemnation. Job hints
at a more helpful response when we are wronged with words:
admitting we may be wrong (v. 4). Such acknowldgement may feel
crushing in the moment, but perhaps in the other’s accusation is
some truth. The Spirit invites us to ask, “What is my part in this
pain?” and to start working through sin’s debris.
Job also reminds us that—even in the most unfair of circumstances—God is up to something. “God has put me in the wrong,
and closed his net around me” (v. 6). Might we too dare to ask,
“What do you want to say to me, Lord?”
During this Lenten season, let’s turn toward God to ask for an
honest appraisal of our hearts. When God shows us our part in the
mess, however small, let’s ask the Holy Spirit to help us clear it.
—Elaine Maust

RESPOND:

Holy God, when the words of others hurt me,
turn my heart toward you for cleansing and restoration.
9
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WEDNESDAY

Violence in Sight
Why do you make me see wrongdoing and look at trouble?
Destruction and violence are before me; strife and contention.
—Habakkuk 1:3

READ: Habakkuk 1:1-4, 12-14
REFLECT: The television network news pumps bloody images
and vivid descriptions of gun violence into our living rooms. With
the gentle push of a button, our car radio blasts a shouting “discussion of the issues” at us. Our desire for a nice evening out can
take us to a movie featuring explosions, death, and destruction.
Some people cannot escape trouble and wrongdoing because
they live and work in neighborhoods where violence is part
of life. Shots are fired. Neighbors die. Windows are broken.
Property is vandalized. Habakkuk lives in such circumstances.
He cries, “Why do you make me see wrongdoing and look at
trouble? Destruction and violence are before me; strife and
contention” (v. 3). He sounds sick of it all.
Most of us, however, can reduce our daily intake of violence,
strife, and destruction. As a spiritual practice, let’s assess our
listening, gaming, and viewing habits. In most cases, no one
is “making us see wrongdoing” or “look at trouble” (v. 3).
Sometimes, we even pay for the privilege of listening to or seeing
violence, strife, and contention. When violence is our entertainment, we risk growing numb to the carnage and finding ourselves
unable to join in Habakkuk’s lament.
This Lent, let’s clean up our violence intake in hopes of
becoming a bit more like the God whose “eyes are too pure to
behold evil” (v. 13).
—Elaine Maust

RESPOND:

Forgive us, O God, for our love of violence. Help
us to assess with your vision what we are seeing.
10
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THURSDAY

Not a Peep!
“By the strength of my hand I have done it,
and by my wisdom, for I have understanding.”
—Isaiah 10:13

READ: Isaiah 10:12-14
REFLECT: In verse 12, God warns against the Assyrian king’s
willful pride and haughty demeanor. The king, a nest robber, will
be punished. (v. 12).
The reading makes me think of our chickens and their
apparent willingness to live with an enemy. We began to wonder
why our brood’s egg production was dropping. We speculated
on the age of “The Ladies” and the summer heat. But, then,
Duane pulled their hutch toward fresh grass one afternoon, and
the egg thief appeared, slithering across the backyard. Despite
the five-foot-long chicken snake living under their coop, these
often-flighty birds had roosted, laid eggs, and gone about their
chicken business. “None moved a wing, or opened its mouth, or
chirped” (v. 14). Nonpoisonous snakes discovered around the farm
usually receive mercy, but the egg thief did not. The thought of
that snake living with The Ladies and so close to our house made
me shudder. He had to go!
Of all the sins that contaminate our hearts and separate us
from God and our community, pride is particularly sinister. As we
review our accomplishments and presume our importance, pride
sneaks in to steal our fruitfulness for the kingdom. Like that nest
robber stealing eggs from our unsuspecting hens, pride robs us
of fruitfulness while we don’t even make a peep. This Lent, let us
check the henhouse and kill pride, that dreadful thief.
—Elaine Maust

RESPOND:

Forgiving God, show us the pride in our hearts.
Forgive the arrogance that diminishes our harvest of good
works. Have mercy on us.
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FRIDAY

Kept in the Shade
The Lord is your keeper;
the Lord is your shade at your right hand.
—Psalm 121:5

READ: Psalm 121
REFLECT: I am bumfuzzled when given instructions filled
with cardinal directions. If someone tells me, “Turn south at the
stream, and then head east when you reach the lower trail,” I’ll
respond to the tune of, “I grew up in Mississippi under the shade
of a tall pine tree, and I have no idea which way is north.”
In the pounding heat of a Mississippi summer, shade is more
than a welcome place to rest. Shade can save a life. The temperature in the shade on a July afternoon can be 88 degrees Fahrenheit
while the temperature in the sun just feet away reaches a sizzling
113. When a cloud passes overhead and shades the blazing sun,
even tree frogs cheer with chirping.
In Psalm 121:5, God is described as shade. God is the one who
watches over and protects. Six times in the eight verses of this
Psalm, we read, “The Lord will keep you.”
God is our keeper, the one who never falls asleep on the job
(v. 4), protects us from evil (v. 7), and watches over us as we
come and go (v. 8). In a world that is confusing, blistering, and
dangerous, it is good to know that God will keep us in the shady
comfort of divine attention.
We may not know exactly which direction to take, but God’s
children can be confident of safety in God’s cooling canopy. Even
when roaming, we’re kept in the shade.
—Elaine Maust

RESPOND:

Keep us in your shade, protecting God.
12
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SATURDAY

So Abram Went
Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go.”
. . . So Abram went, as the Lord had told him.
—Genesis 12:1, 4

READ: Genesis 12:1-4
REFLECT: Four short verses describe total upheaval in an
extended family’s life. “The Lord said to Abram, ‘Go . . . ’ So
Abram went” (vv. 1, 4). The tale’s brevity is shocking. Major
moves are never that simple! I wonder what Sarai left in Haran. I
wonder how long it took Lot to pack.
My siblings and I and our families recently participated in
a monumental move: we helped my mother move from her
five-bedroom, two-story home in the country to a cozy, smalltown apartment in another state. Mom was nearly the same age
at the time of her move as Abram was when he left Haran for the
deserts of Canaan.
Like Abram, Mom made her big move with boldness and
speed. Mom’s transition included dramatic downsizing and the
distribution of family treasures. I wonder how Abram and Sarai
decided what would be included in their Haran yard sale and
what to send to Canaan by camel transport!
When my husband was a young man, a mentor told him,
“Don’t drive in your tent stakes too deep. You never know when
or where God will call you.” God-followers do well to travel
light wherever we are so that we will be nimble—ready at any
time to hear the call, pack a few things, pull the tent stakes, and
follow God’s voice.
What do you need to let go of today to be ready?
—Elaine Maust

RESPOND:

Calling God, we will go. Gently open our hands
so that the things we hold will not slow our obedience.
13
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SUNDAY

But It Wasn’t the Leaving
For if Abraham was justified by works,
he has something to boast about.
—Romans 4:2

READ: Romans 4:1-5, 13-17
REFLECT: Abraham profoundly and dramatically followed
God’s call, but it wasn’t his bold obedience that made him famous
in God’s book. “Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to
him as righteousness” (v. 3). Just faith? Really? That’s all it took
to be the hero of the patriarchs?
Lent is a wonderful time for a little holy housekeeping. During
Lent, we repent of our sins. We choose prayerful practices. We fast
from the habits that distract us from God. Just as spring cleaning knocks down a few piles in the garage we might otherwise
overlook, Lent clears space in our spiritual house.
But here’s the rub: the very acts designed to make more room
for God can become obstacles to righteousness. If we assume
that these acts themselves will make us right, we can slip into
the assumption that, because of our hard work, God must surely
be impressed with us. That turns faith in God into the financial
transaction described in Romans 4:4: “Now to the one who
works, wages are not reckoned as a gift, but as something due.”
Abraham’s friendship with God was a gift of scandalous
proportions. And so it is for us. God does not require spiritual
shenanigans or heavy lifting, only trust. During Lent, we make
space for the completely undeserved grace of God.
—Elaine Maust

RESPOND:

Wonderful God, we trust you. We praise your
incredible grace and generosity. Thank you for Abraham, who
showed the way.
14
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MONDAY

Waiting for Morning
My soul waits for the Lord
more than those who watch for the morning.
—Psalm 130:6

READ: Psalm 130
REFLECT: A year ago today, my husband, Chuck, was found
to have a serious brain injury. This initiated two stays in a big city
hospital ICU, surgery, and figuring out how to continue the farm
without his labor. I had to distill my life down to the essentials.
Waiting for the Lord was primary. During the day, many things
demanded my attention. At night, when everyone had gone home,
just my husband and I remained in the ICU. It is never dark there.
Hospital recliners are not comfortable beds. Machines beep,
nurses must do frequent checks, and blood is drawn. Even if I had
been relaxed, I would have been watching for the morning. With
my recliner rolled up next to Chuck’s hospital bed, I lay awake,
holding his hand.
I didn’t know how to pray. Certainly, I wanted my husband to
heal, but not everyone who is prayed for receives healing. I needed
to be able to accept what came.
I found that my prayers were becoming the simplest I’d ever
prayed. I held Chuck’s hand and remembered that Christ is in
me. As I sat awake by his bed, I visualized Christ touching Chuck
through my hands, praying for my husband in words beyond
my understanding.
As I prayed, I realized that Christ within me was also there for
me. I sensed calm beyond what I could understand. I did not need
the right words; I needed only to acknowledge that Jesus knew
what to pray. God would be with us.
—Bev Regier

RESPOND:

Jesus, when we wait, you wait with us more than
those who watch for the morning.
15
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TUESDAY

I Am a Sentinel
For you, mortal,
I have made a sentinel.
—Ezekiel 33:7

READ: Ezekiel 33:1-9
REFLECT: I pride myself in being a calm person who doesn’t
easily get alarmed. I value peacefulness and steady emotions in my
home. When I began to notice changes in my husband’s behavior,
I didn’t become reactive. I thought he was just getting older.
Alterations in his personal habits, ability to drive safely, and even
personality changes did not get me to call the doctor. I missed my
chance to be a sentinel for him.
Chuck then blacked out while driving. Neither he nor anyone
else was injured, but it isn’t lost on me that I could have carried
the guilt of failing to prevent a tragedy. I take that warning pretty
seriously and have become watchful. Chuck sometimes chafes
under this new norm but knows it is part of his healing journey.
In a broader way, I wonder what problems in my community,
my sphere of influence, I have overlooked. In what circumstances
do I choose a serene, relaxed response when words of warning
should be spoken? When do I choose my own comfort over
joining those who speak and act against injustice and protect
those who are vulnerable?
I must value justice over calm and comfortable living. I’ve begun to learn about issues of justice, privilege, and racism. I know
I’m not a primary sentinel in these areas; there are better voices
and wiser leaders. My role is to heed the clear warnings already
being voiced. I must act and hold myself and others accountable
for working toward a more just world.
—Bev Regier

RESPOND:

God, may we know when to be a sentinel and
when to heed the voices of those who are sentinels for us.
16

MARCH

11

WEDNESDAY

Open Windows
Then they will answer,
“Lord, when was it that we saw you?”
—Matthew 25:44

READ: Matthew 25:41-46
REFLECT: The problem that Jesus addresses in today’s story is
people’s failure to see God in those around them. Why don’t they
understand? Maybe they are like me, with lives too insulated.
I rarely cross paths with someone who is hungry, thirsty, in
need of clothing, sick, or in prison. Maybe spiritual curtains are
closed too tightly.
When our lives are insulated from human need, how do we
see Jesus? Jesus clearly says that responding to people is how we
respond to him. We need to be able to see.
One of the first days my husband was hospitalized, I left the
hospital to grab food across the street. As I waited at an intersection, I struck up a conversation with the woman also waiting for
the light to change. We began to talk about our loved ones in the
hospital and share stories. Her life had hard parts in it that I have
not experienced. She was alone in ways I’ve never been alone.
We traded phone numbers and texted throughout our loved
one’s internments. My new friend often checked to see if I needed
anything. She was better at watching out for needs around her
than I was. I was used to assuming people had ways of taking
care of themselves, while she knew that many individuals
live on the edge of hopelessness. Her vision was clearer than
mine. I felt humbled.
May the windows of our hearts be clean, clear, and open wide.
—Bev Regier

RESPOND:

Christ, take away our blinds, clean the windows
of our hearts, and let us see you in those we meet.
17

MARCH

12

THURSDAY

Asking the Questions
I will keep watch to see what he will say to me,
and what he will answer concerning my complaint.
—Habakkuk 2:1

READ: Habakkuk 2:1-5
REFLECT: While Chuck was going through his health crisis
and healing process, demands on my time changed significantly.
Even though much of my focus has been on being support for
Chuck, I still desire what God will say to me and how God will
answer my questions.
Young writer Rachel Held Evans died just before Chuck’s
second hospitalization, when his condition was still unresolved
and scary. I didn’t know whether or not he would get better, and
Rachel’s death was a reality check.
As soon as I could, I listened to audio versions of two of
Rachel’s books. They reflected her drive to see what God would
say to her and how God would answer her complaint. She had
questions that demanded answers and no use for a faith that
could not stand up to rigorous scholarship and hard questions.
With determination, she voiced her complaints and engaged
deeply with the Bible and God, keeping watch for what God
would say to her. She gained a hard-won faith that was beautiful,
deep, and honest.
Habakkuk also asks hard questions. He too finds a way
through the questions to a deep faith not dependent on everything
working out neatly.
As our lives lead us to questions, let’s not discard them. In our
heart’s spring cleaning, let us earnestly embrace our questions and
search for answers until blessing is found.
—Bev Regier

RESPOND:

God, you welcome our questions. Give us the
tenacity to hold on to you, watching for what you will say to us.
18
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FRIDAY

Gifts of Suffering
We also boast in our sufferings,
knowing that suffering produces endurance.
—Romans 5:3

READ: Romans 5:1-11
REFLECT: During my husband’s recovery from surgery last
summer, my friend Ethel died. She’d survived breast cancer
and then ten years later discovered she had pancreatic cancer.
After four years of treatment that prolonged her days, Ethel’s
life on earth ended.
Ethel and I had been in the same small group for 17 years. It
was at one of our gatherings that she shared through sobs her
diagnosis of breast cancer. We gathered to cut her hair before
chemo could take it. We prayed, took pictures, and rejoiced in her
beauty as she held her head high without shame. When her pancreatic cancer diagnosis came, she spoke of an indescribable peace.
That peace stayed with her throughout her treatment and death.
During Ethel’s last weeks, our group met at her house. We crowded around on her king-sized bed and held her hands. She would
always insist on hearing about our lives, shifting the focus away from
herself. We prayed, knit together in cherished, holy moments.
Throughout her battle with cancer, Ethel repeated that she
wouldn’t choose to trade it away. God met her there, teaching
her to trust in a new way. Ethel’s suffering distilled her life down
to what mattered. As her energy ebbed, her priorities became
faith and relationships. Suffering produced endurance, which
brought character and hope, which did not disappoint. She
touched all who knew her as she embodied a holy and beautiful
spring cleaning.
—Bev Regier

RESPOND:

You are an amazing God, revealing yourself even
through suffering. May we lean on you always.
19
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SATURDAY

Stop and Listen
O that today you would listen to his voice!
Do not harden your hearts.
—Psalm 95:7-8

READ: Psalm 95
REFLECT: In these days of recovery since my husband’s injury,
I’ve been challenged to reorder my life. I wish I could say that I’ve
done so successfully—attune to what is important and getting that
thing done. But I have struggled with adjusting to the changes.
I adjusted quickly to the emergency circumstances brought
on by Chuck’s health crisis. I was able to be present, let things
slide at home, and pare down my routine to the essentials. I kept
up with phone calls, doctor visits, and communications with
family and friends.
Now that the crisis is over, I struggle with finding my new
normal. My old routines are no longer possible, and I flounder
with making new ones based on everyday life instead of putting
out fires. I’m still trying to find my way.
It is hard for me to sit still and make space for God’s voice.
Instead, I fill my mind with clutter: podcasts, magazines, books,
internet searches, social media, Netflix, and solitaire. I often keep
my mind busy every minute of the day. In addition to crowding
out time for hearing God, these current habits are also unhealthy,
making me more prone to anxiety.
I need to clean up. Lately, I’ve been stopping, closing my eyes,
and listening to my breath. I’ve been observing my thoughts and
praying for the individuals who come to mind. I’m offering my
anxiety up to God. I wait. This is the discipline that I need.
Today, may we listen to God’s voice.
—Bev Regier

RESPOND:

O God, today I choose to listen to your voice.
May I continue tomorrow and tomorrow.
20
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SUNDAY

Rest and Energizing Work
I have food to eat
that you do not know about.
—John 4:32

READ: John 4:5-42
REFLECT: Two things in today’s passage resonate with me.
First, Jesus asks for help. Jesus brings his group to Samaria and
then rests while others get food. Jesus knows he is tired and needs
to rest by the well. He has no false ideas that leadership means he
must do all the heavy lifting.
I’m not very good at asking for help, but when Chuck had his
surgery, others recognized I’d need it. Chuck’s sister started a meal
train for us, and many people shared food. Some volunteered to
stay with my husband when I needed to be away from home. I’m
grateful that others saw my needs. I wish that, like Jesus, I was
more willing to ask for assistance.
The second thing I see in today’s passage is how Jesus’ conversation with the woman at the well is mutually sustaining. Jesus is
nourished by a conversation he is meant to have with a woman
who is honest, unguarded, and wholeheartedly responsive to the
truth. Though he is a tired traveler, I’m sure he is fed by doing
what he is meant to do. I too occasionally find work so “meant
for me” that I forget to eat. Writing can be like that for me.
Today’s story leaves us with two challenging lessons. First, we
should know when we’re tired and have the courage to admit
it. Second, we should regularly make choices that sustain and
nurture our spirit.
—Bev Regier

RESPOND:

God, we need to admit our need for rest, and we
need to be nourished by good work that fits who you’ve made us
to be. Help us do both.
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MONDAY

Many Kinds of Houses
Zion shall be plowed as a field; Jerusalem shall become a heap of
ruins, and the mountain of the house a wooded height.
—Micah 3:12

READ: Micah 3:9-12
REFLECT: Some believe the practice of spring cleaning has its
origin in the Jewish Passover, a time when homes were thoroughly
cleaned to rid them of all yeast. Whatever its roots, the concept
of spring cleaning has become part of our culture. Though I have
rarely followed through with it, each spring I sense that I should
do a thorough cleaning of my house!
I trust I’ve been better about periodic spiritual cleaning
because—just as letting things go around the house may lead to
mold and decay that requires gutting—denying our hearts an
occasional deep cleaning can ultimately require drastic measures.
As we contemplate the significance of spring cleaning, our
Scriptures ask us to consider our municipal, cultural, congregational, and national houses as well as our personal ones. Today’s
passage begins, “Hear this, you rulers of the house of Jacob and
chiefs of the house of Israel, who abhor justice and pervert all
equity” (v. 9). The message is for the people and its leaders in
particular who have neglected the spiritual condition of their
hearts and institutions. The consequences are grave.
Do you, like me, never quite get around to spring cleaning?
When it comes to how we contribute to our society’s diverse
houses, let’s reconsider our priorities. Let’s remember justice and equity.
—Barbara Krehbiel Gehring

RESPOND:

Forgive me, God, for ways in which I’ve
neglected shared spaces. Guide me as I seek to embody your
justice in community, large and small.
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TUESDAY

Spring Planting
A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
—Isaiah 11:1

READ: Isaiah 11:1-5
REFLECT: As the likelihood of frost decreases, each year I wonder if I should try to grow something. Although in my heart my
thumb is green, in reality it is not—but that doesn’t stop me from
trying again each new spring season! Despite my many plantings
that have produced disappointing results, I am anticipating with
renewed hope another try at planting a little garden this year.
Not too long ago, we moved to a new house in a different
state. I’m looking with interest for signs of planting done by our
home’s previous residents. What new shoots will I see this season?
I don’t know whom to credit, but I am grateful each time I see
something new and appealing shoot forth. First glimpses of raspberries, lavender, sunflowers, and lilies have gladdened my days.
We do not create seeds. We plant, water, and weed. We attempt
to keep our flower beds healthy and clean. Sometimes our gardening yields an abundant harvest, while at other times it does not.
Sometimes we enjoy the privilege of being the recipients of others’
labor that benefits us despite the color of our thumbs.
We may be the gardeners, but God creates the seeds and
brings down the Spirit’s rain. God sometimes even allows us to
harvest the fruit of other’s work. God provides for us and makes
our gardens grow.
—Barbara Krehbiel Gehring

RESPOND:

God, thank you for the life garden you have
given me. Thank you for the seeds, soil, and rain you lavish on
my tiny plot. May I be faithful.
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WEDNESDAY

Cleaning Up Sin
Ah, you who drag iniquity along with cords of falsehood,
who drag sin along as with cart ropes.
—Isaiah 5:18

READ: Isaiah 5:18-24
REFLECT: Do you struggle to overcome a particular, persistent
sin? If so, name that now before God.
We name our sins not so we feel guilty, but so we can experience God’s forgiveness. We come humbly, knowing that Jesus
journeys to the cross each time we cling to sin—be it our love of
money, status, pride, violence, lust, dishonesty, gossip, judgmentalism, silence in the face of injustice, or any other myriad sins that
stand in the way of a clean heart.
Even as we admit what stands between God and us, we also
acknowledge that we are fiercely loved by the One who knows
exactly who we are.
For some, Lent offers a wonderful time of cleaning house—
cleansing ourselves of sin through spiritual disciplines and confessional prayer. Those who crave such introspective housecleaning
may feel lighter during this season. For others, Lent’s emphases
on suffering and sin make it a heavy time that feels burdensome.
Regardless of our feelings about Lent, we all long for Easter, when
we get to immerse ourselves in joy.
We may tend to shy away from themes of suffering and sin, yet
there’s space just for them in each of our stories and our shared
story too. God makes room in the world for our deepest lament
and most profound joy.
—Barbara Krehbiel Gehring

RESPOND:

Jesus, you invite us to journey to the cross with
you. It’s not easy to look at the sin loaded on your shoulders and
our part in it. Forgive us, O Lord.
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THURSDAY

Sparkling Desires
What does the Lord require of you but to do justice,
and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God?
— Micah 6:8

READ: Micah 6:8-16
REFLECT: I listen to the news as I wash dishes. The news is
about what this or that politician may do to harm or improve my
economic life. At my computer ads pop up promising that my life
will improve by buying this or that.
The world tells us to love our life by focusing on personal
wealth and happiness. These messages focus on convincing
us to vote in our own self-interest and to spend money on
ourselves. They communicate that we can live better if we’re rich
rather than poor. If we’re poor, we can at least love our life by
mimicking the rich.
That’s a very different message than Micah’s—which urges us
to do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our God (v. 8).
Put another way, Micah reminds us that our life here is enriched
by living as members of God’s kingdom whose eyes are set on
participating in the kingdom come in fullness.
In Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis writes, “If I find in myself
a desire which no experience in the world can satisfy, the most
probable explanation is that I was made for another world.” I
suspect that if we really do our Lenten housecleaning, we will
discover deep within us desires that cannot be satisfied by the
things of this world. We all are created for not only this world
but also for the one to come.
—Barbara Krehbiel Gehring

RESPOND:

Lord, help us to reject the lies of this world
and satisfy our desires with the kingdom work of doing justice,
loving kindness, and walking humbly with you.
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FRIDAY

Thin Places
For once you were darkness, but now
in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light.
—Ephesians 5:8

READ: Ephesians 5:8-14
REFLECT: Celtic Christianity speaks of “thin places” where
the veil is thinned between heaven and earth, the ordinary and
the sacred. Thin places are translucent; light from the eternal slips
into the ordinary.
It’s important to see our ordinary days in the light that trickles
through the thin places. God in Christ reveals to us that this
world is significant enough for God to enter into it as a human
being. In the world, Jesus lives his life as a servant, shining light
from God’s kingdom into this world.
Even as Jesus looks to his death, he invites us into a life of
servanthood; in other words, a life that narrows the distance
between heaven and earth. Jesus’ servanthood is not timid or
quiet. It is active, bold. It joins together Jews and Greeks. It makes
equal the least and the greatest.
One of my favorite places in our parsonage is near a large
picture window in our living room. The window lets in lots of
light. Soon after we moved in, sunflowers planted in the bed
beneath it grew high enough to block the light in our living room.
We trimmed them back.
I wonder what obscures Jesus’ eternal light in my context. I
want to contribute to the light. I need to get trimming.
—Barbara Krehbiel Gehring

RESPOND:

God, let me experience fully those thin places
where your light slips through.
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SATURDAY

Behind the Law
For it is impossible for the blood
of bulls and goats to take away sins.
—Hebrews 10:4

READ: Hebrews 10:4-10
REFLECT: The Old Testament laws requiring animal sacrifices
may sound strange and even cruel today. Washing away sins with
blood sacrifice just doesn’t sit well with us.
It’s good to remember that animal sacrifices in the temple
were more than a ritual; they also fed people. The meat cooked in
the burnt offerings fed the priests, their households, and those in
need. For many reasons, blood sacrifices made more sense for the
ancient Israelites than they do to us.
The Old Testament laws were forged in a particular time and
place within a specific culture. They served to help a community
to form, survive, and witness among other cultures. But the laws
themselves were not God. Worship belongs to Emmanuel, God
with us, the only one who fulfills the law.
Here we are a few thousand years later, trying to figure out
morality and grace within our time and culture. We rightly turn
to our Scriptures and church traditions. Both help—but, just as
the law is not God, neither are the Bible and tradition. We must
be careful to avoid worshiping our culture, laws, church, or
even Scripture. All help us to understand God, our society, and
ourselves—but only God is God. Rituals can help point us to both
God and those around us, but sometimes we need to look behind
them to understand.
—Barbara Krehbiel Gehring

RESPOND:

Lord, as we clean out our sin this spring, remind
us to worship you alone.
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SUNDAY

Making Mud
He spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva
and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash.”
—John 9:6-7

READ: John 9:1-12
REFLECT: When we clean a grimy floor, we make mud in the
process. Those who go to spas are sometimes bathed in mud. Both
actions—scrubbing a dirty floor with water and taking a spa mud
bath—use mud as a method of cleansing.
The imagery of this text goes farther. John 9 tells about Jesus
healing a blind man through a process that includes making
mud with his saliva. That’s an unusual method of healing even
for Jesus. It contradicts notions of being clean or unclean within
Jesus’ religious community.
The climax of this story doesn’t come when Jesus physically
restores sight to the blind man. Rather, it comes when the restored
individual sees who Jesus really is as a result of the encounter
involving mud. In contrast, the religious leaders and even the
man’s own family never understand the mud. The religious
authorities complain that Jesus made mud on the Sabbath. In
their narrow-minded reading of Scripture, they fail to understand
the cleansing, healing power that brought this unclean outsider
into the community.
The outsider can have a better vantage point than the insider.
So often, we find Jesus on the margins, living in solidarity with
those who don’t object to Jesus’ mud-making—those who see in it
God’s healing and whose sight is often underrated.
—Barbara Krehbiel Gehring

RESPOND:

Dear God, give us the courage to receive or even
make a little mud now and then.
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MONDAY

Hit “Refresh”
“Hear, O my people, and I will speak, O Israel,
and I will testify against you: I am God your God.”
—Psalm 50:7 NIV

READ: Psalm 50:1-15
REFLECT: I’m not very tech-savvy, but I get along with
enough basic computer skills to do my job—which has me on
email and the internet for a few hours every day. Once in a
while, when something doesn’t go quite right, I see a message
that says, “Hit the refresh button.” The action will supposedly
take me back to where I can start over with the process that was
somehow interrupted.
The idea that we’re exploring this season—a spiritual spring
cleaning—is something like a refresh button for the soul. It’s that
time when we back up just a little, do a quick restart from within,
and renew our relationship with God.
In Psalm 50, we are invited to refresh our connection with God.
We read, “He summons the heavens above, and the earth that he
may judge his people: Gather to me my consecrated ones” (vv. 4-5
NIV). Even if it’s for the umpteenth time, we are called back to a
renewed relationship with our Creator.
Is there a place where you would like to start anew in your
walk with God? Know that God welcomes you into his presence.
God is ready for you to hit the refresh button.
—Dennis Fast

RESPOND:

O Lord, help me listen for your voice in this new
season; refresh me by your Spirit.
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TUESDAY

Layers of Dust
“For I am a great king,” says the Lord Almighty,
“and my name is to be feared among the nations.”
—Malachi 1:14 NIV

READ: Malachi 1:11-14
REFLECT: Last year, we joined our daughter and her family in
moving to a rural property with a 44-year-old home and a large
informal workshop. It has been a blessing to make this move
along with five of our grandchildren.
The previous owners lived on this property from the time the
home was built until when we purchased it. Every inch of the
place has their fingerprints. In the shop, for example, rests the
evidence of woodworking and auto repair. With the years, layers
of dust and grime accumulated. It has been my task to clean up
the space to make room for our stuff and dust.
Cleaning the shop has rewarded me with fascinating items
that must have been dropped, lost, and forgotten over the years.
My discoveries have reminded me of the value of letting God
clean up our lives from time to time. Spiritual housecleaning will
likely reveal habits, beliefs, and other things of value that we’ve
dropped, lost, forgotten, and allowed to get buried in dust.
The prophet Malachi calls the people of God to do some
spring cleaning in their worship practices. He reminds them that
God looks for our best when we bring our offerings. Layers of
dust have built up over the years as the people neglected the spirit
of the Law and offered only what required little sacrifice.
Malachi’s call is timely for us. What has gotten lost or covered
over in our walk with God? Will we commit to recovering the
precious things that have gone missing?
—Dennis Fast

RESPOND:

Lord, I remember when walking with you felt
fresh and exciting. Cleanse my heart and renew me, O God.
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Planting Life and Well-Being
My covenant with him was
a covenant of life and well-being.
—Malachi 2:5

READ: Malachi 2:4-10
REFLECT: As spring approached, my wife wanted to add
numerous flowers to our yard before our granddaughter’s high
school graduation to be celebrated there. She made the purchases
and enlisted me to help her with the planting. When the work was
accomplished, we stood back to enjoy the periwinkles, alyssum,
marigolds, geraniums, and hydrangea. Everything looked as we
had hoped it would: a spectrum of color gracing our yard.
The beauty barely lasted long enough for the party. Within
a week or two, it was evident that some areas of our yard were
more conducive to plant life than others, and only some of the
plants we’d selected were suited to our environment. Many of
the plants had to be pulled out and thrown away. Through that
process, we learned what and where to plant in our yard.
In today’s passage, God calls the people to look deep to learn
why their people are falling apart. Malachi points to the priests
who, instead of planting “life and well-being” (v. 5), are causing
many to stumble by their instruction (v. 8). The priests are intended to plant and nurture the fruit of righteousness. When they
instead sow faithlessness, there may come the time when God has
to uproot and fire the gardener.
God’s word in Malachi 2 is a reminder to all of us to pay
attention to the work of our hands. May we plant wisely with the
seeds of righteousness.
—Dennis Fast

RESPOND:

Thank you, Lord, for giving me all I need to sow
life and well-being. Help me be the gardener that you intend me
to be.
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THURSDAY

The Test
He will purify the descendants of Levi and refine them
. . . until they present offerings to the Lord in righteousness.
—Malachi 3:3

READ: Malachi 2:17-3:4
REFLECT: In Malachi’s day, the people once again have been
faithless to the ways of God. Through the prophet, God accuses
them of calling evil good and good evil. Their worship has
become a wicked attempt to cover up their cheating ways. It is
time for a change.
Today’s Scripture uses the image of a refiner’s fire purifying
silver and gold, but I think again about our garden and the way
we unwisely planted flowers before our granddaughter’s graduation party (see March 25 devotional). While our work looked
beautiful at first, many of the flowers soon wilted and died. When
the nature of our work was exposed, only some of our planting
passed the test.
In today’s reading, Malachi asks, “who can endure the day of
his coming? Who can stand when he appears?” (v. 2). God exposes
the true nature of what we plant in our lives, and only the good
and right will stand.
As springtime arrives in the northern hemisphere, ask God
to show the truth about what you have planted in the garden of
your life. Even if it feels a bit painful at first, know that God is
pleased we allow our Creator a full view of our lives. God wants
an invitation to uproot that which doesn’t belong and affirm the
right and good.
—Dennis Fast

RESPOND:

With the psalmist I say, “O Lord, you have
searched me and you know me.” I open my life to you. Examine
my motives and my heart.
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FRIDAY

Let the River Flow
See if I will not open the windows of heaven for you
and pour down for you an overflowing blessing.
—Malachi 3:10

READ: Malachi 3:6-12
REFLECT: The San Joaquin Valley depends on snowfall in
the Sierra Nevada mountains for water. When the snow melts, it
fills up our manmade reservoirs, rivers, and canals that irrigate
our crops. When water flows, it is truly the “Fruit Basket of the
World” with its bounteous fields, orchards, and vineyards.
After four consecutive years of drought, springtime last year
brought great concern. Water was rationed, lawns were left to
dry, and many wells had begun to pump sand. In some small
communities, water was distributed for drinking and cooking.
What would become of our land?
The floodgates of the heavens opened. Meteorologists reported
that “atmospheric rivers” were passing through our region as rain
fell on the valley and snow piled high in the mountains. Green
shoots emerged, blossomed, and revealed tiny buds promising fruit.
The prophet Malachi extends God’s admonition to bring
bountiful offerings to the temple in faith that God is a bountiful
supplier. The invitation is for us, too. When we experience a
season of spiritual drought, can we believe that God will pour out
blessing again?
Spring is such a season of hope and anticipation. When our
river overflowed its banks, and our irrigation canals were filled to
the brim, we witnessed a picture of what God wants to do in our
hearts, too. This season, may we lift our eyes to God and wait for
those showers of blessing.
—Dennis Fast

RESPOND:

O God, I am filled with hope. I open my heart to
receive the blessings you have stored up for me.
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SATURDAY

Some Cleaning Required
You teach them the good way in which they should walk;
and grant rain on your land.
—1 Kings 8:36

READ: 1 Kings 8:35-36
REFLECT: The elm tree in our front yard is nearly fifty years
old. It has weathered many a storm and provided wonderful
shade year after year from central California’s summer heat.
Along with the blessing of this marvel of creation comes an
unwelcome task each spring: cleaning the gutters where the giant
elm drops its seeds and leaves.
For all of its beauty, the old elm is a rather dirty fellow. It
seems to be dropping something in almost every season, and those
overhanging branches fill the rain gutters quickly. Cleaning those
gutters ensures that when the spring rains finally come, water won’t
spill over into the entryway of our home. This gutter-cleaning is
required if we want to continue enjoying the old shade tree.
Our old elm tree represents so much in life. As creatures whom
God called to “till and keep” the land (Genesis 2:15), we need to
keep busy tending to our land and preparing it for God’s blessing.
Even those things that bring great joy can’t be left to themselves.
They call for care, attention, and occasional deep cleaning.
As our Scripture today tells us, God has taught us “the good
way” in which we should walk, and God will grant rain on our
land (v. 36). Our attention to those life details helps to keep the
blessings flowing.
—Dennis Fast

RESPOND:

Lord, I love the shade of your love and your
presence. I love your showers of blessing. Help me clean out
anything that might hinder the enjoyment of all you provide.
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SUNDAY

Then You Will Know
“Then you will know
that I am the Lord.”
—Ezekiel 37:6 NIV

READ: Ezekiel 37:1-14
REFLECT: My beloved Old Testament professor, Dr. Elmer
Martens, said that knowledge of God is a key message of the Old
Testament. He saw it clearly in Exodus 6 when God sends Moses
back to Egypt. God declares that he will redeem the Hebrews
from slavery and make them his people. Then, they will know and
follow their God into the land of abundant life.
This message communicating the value of knowing God
is repeated frequently in Ezekiel. Concluding declarations of
intent, God repeatedly says, “Then you will know that I am the
Lord.” We see this emphasis on knowing our Lord in Ezekiel’s
mind-stretching vision of the valley of dry bones.
I recently heard a southern gospel song with the lyrics, “Ain’t
no bones in that grave.” As we near another celebration of
Jesus’ resurrection, we can make a connection between Ezekiel’s
vision and our Lord’s empty tomb. In both stories, death gives
way to new life. What could define God more clearly than his
power over death?
In the two weeks remaining until Easter, let us seek the knowledge of the Lord. Let us come to know God in new ways as we
contemplate Christ’s victory over death. Even that which is dead
and dry can be revived! When you embrace God’s resurrection
power, God says, “Then you will know that I am the Lord” (v. 6).
—Dennis Fast

RESPOND:

Jesus, I want to know you more fully. May I
grow in knowledge of you through this season of contemplating
your victory over death.
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MONDAY

That the Nations May Hope
I will put my Spirit upon him, and he will proclaim justice to the
Gentiles. . . . In his name the Gentiles will hope.
—Matthew 12:18, 21

READ: Matthew 12:18-21
REFLECT: The Pharisees are in a dither because this man Jesus
is healing people on the Sabbath. To add insult to injury, his
followers pluck grain to eat as they pass through the fields even
on the Sabbath!
Jesus is aware of the Pharisees’ plot to kill him. Nevertheless,
he goes about being the chosen servant whose business it is
to lead justice to victory. When justice wins, there is hope for
everyone. Jesus’ work brings hope to Jews and Gentiles: in other
words, hope to the nations.
How often do I get caught up in pharisaical behavior? When
I give up hope that truth and integrity will ever again become the
norm, I miss Jesus’ higher calling to contribute to the victory of
justice. In my faithless lament, I ignore the plight of the immigrant. My blunted compassion fails to reach those languishing
unjustly in confinement.
How does Jesus, the leader of justice-to-victory, want me to
act? I’ve realized I need a good spiritual scouring to remove the
hypocrisy and self-absorption that have become part of my warp
and woof, part of the way I’ve knitted together my way of being.
My ways need a fresh airing out to refocus my daily activities and
personal interactions on God’s justice to victory.
Do you too need a fresh infilling of the One who came to give
hope to the nations?
—Naomi Weaver

RESPOND:

Gracious Spirit, fill me anew that I may see the
victory in your justice.
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TUESDAY

Touched by Jesus
He entered the temple and began to drive out
those who were selling and those who were buying.
—Mark 11:15

READ: Mark 11:15-19
REFLECT: When I was a child, housecleaning was the big event
of springtime. Rugs and mattresses were hung on the washing
line and beaten with brooms to have the winter’s accumulation
of dust and dirt removed. Windows were washed inside and out.
Ceilings and walls were dusted with long-handled brushes, and we
scrubbed the floors on hands and knees. My brothers were sternly
warned not to walk across the newly cleaned floors as they dried.
When the job was completed, the designs on our rugs and
wallpaper were more clearly seen. We reveled in the freshness of
the spring air floating in through open windows. We slept well in
our thoroughly cleaned beds.
Today we read of Jesus’ cleansing of the temple. The intended
house of prayer for all nations had been soiled by misguided
practices. Jesus disrupted the moneychangers and those selling
doves. He drove out the vendors who were bringing merchandise
to taint his cleansed temple.
I often come to Jesus for a much-needed cleaning. My Savior
hangs on the wash line my attitudes, relationships, and practices
that need to be aired or removed. He drives out the selfishness,
neglect, and misguided goals that have gathered like dust bunnies
in my heart. I then can again breathe in God’s beauty, and I rest in
the assurance that God’s design is more clearly seen in me.
—Naomi Weaver

RESPOND:

Touch me, Master. Cleanse me until your beauty
and purpose shine in me.
37

APRIL

1

WEDNESDAY

Holding Hands
I have taken you
by the hand and kept you.
—Isaiah 42:6

READ: Isaiah 42:5-9
REFLECT: It was springtime and the end of my last semester at
college. Sitting at my desk, exhausted, I was preparing for exams
but could not concentrate. I had just responded to the mission
board that I would take an assignment in Tanzania as a nurse
educator. But I was overcome with doubt. Who was I to assume
that I could learn a new language, assimilate into a new society,
and teach nursing students in a culture that I did not know?
Should I tell the board that I had made a mistake?
My thoughts were interrupted when a housemate dropped a
letter on my desk. I told her I would read it later, but she stood
firm and told me I was taking things too seriously. Listlessly, I
opened the message and began reading, scarcely paying attention
to its words of encouragement. But, the Scripture at the end
caught my attention: “For it is God who works in you to will and
to act according to his good purpose—Philippians 2:13” (NIV).
I sat in silence, and then I wept. Feeling God wash my soul, I
let the words sink into my being.
God equips and accompanies those whom God calls. The
keeping, strengthening power of the promised Messiah in our
reading today is not only for Israel in centuries past; it is also for
you and for me. We can rest in the promise that the God who calls
us holds our hand.
—Naomi Weaver

RESPOND:

Thank you, Lord, for the comfort and love I feel
when we hold hands.
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From the End of the Earth
Sing to the Lord a new song,
his praise from the end of the earth!
—Isaiah 42:10

READ: Isaiah 42:10-17
REFLECT: I love to wander through the small, wooded plot on
the grounds of our retirement village. As I walk the paths in the
springtime, the daffodils give me their golden nod. I rejoice with
the violets giggling at my feet. I breathe in the fragrance of the
hyacinths and lily of the valley. My heart joins in the birds’ song,
filled with praise.
My springtime delight in the woods comes with a price. Many
residents have contributed to the planting and upkeep of this
beautiful, song-producing spot. Flowering plants must be tended,
while the mustard and other plants that would overtake this
wooded spot must be uprooted and burned.
Consider the words of Isaiah for us today. What fast-growing
sins threaten to overcome our joy? What would prevent us from
joining the new song to the Lord arising from the ends of the
earth? What needs to be scratched from our budgets that we may
more faithfully tithe? What in our daily routines needs to be exchanged for making a better day for someone else? Does the song
emanating from our lives exclaim the new things God is doing?
Today, clear space in your heart so that a new song to the Lord
might resonate there like birdcalls in a springtime wood.
—Naomi Weaver

REFLECT:

Lord, make my life a resonant place for hymns of

praise to you.
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Opening the Gates of Praise
Save us, we beseech you, O Lord!
O Lord, we beseech you, give us success!
—Psalm 118:25

READ: Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
REFLECT: No matter our age, we need God to save us from
ourselves. We need God’s help to enter into the gates of rightousness and worship.
I walked into the chapel on a rainy Sunday morning. As I
thanked the greeter for the bulletin, I noticed her cursory glance
at my attire from head to toe and wondered where on the social
totem pole she had just pegged me. Entering the sparsely populated
chapel, I was met by an usher whose help I supposedly needed to
find a seat. I pridefully walked past him without a glance in his
direction. During the opening songs, I moderated my voice as I
mentally chastised those not singing well. I fought sleep as the
speaker’s admonitions went on in monotones. I left that Sunday
morning service feeling very unrighteous.
My pitiable efforts at Sunday morning worship failed to mirror
the psalmist’s approach to worship in the temple. Psalm 118 says,
“Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through
them” (v. 19). The writer is aware that we receive righteousness
only as we give the Lord our self-sufficiency and self-righteousness. God waits to make the exchange.
The Lord’s work in our soul is our entrance to genuine worship. “This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes” (v. 23).
—Naomi Weaver

RESPONSE:

Thank you, Lord, that you open to me the gates
of righteousness. You are good. Your love endures forever.
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SATURDAY

Thinking Like Jesus
Let the same mind be in you
that was in Christ Jesus.
—Philippians 2:5

READ: Philippians 2:5-11
REFLECT: I sort through my attitudes, finding some that are
very un-Christlike. “Let the same mind be in you that was in
Christ Jesus” (v. 5). What a challenge today’s passage presents! Is
it possible to have the attitude of Jesus?
I think of a recent conversation among a group of acquaintances. A woman (who often annoys me) mispronounced the
language of the country where I had served and proceeded to act
knowledgeable about the place. She had never even visited it! I
barely managed to hold my tongue.
But I could not let go. I replayed the incident as I tossed and
turned in bed that night. I could not overlook the fault of one
seeking her own esteem. I couldn’t admit that I too sought my
own esteem. How small had I become?
Jesus’ death on a cross was not for his own esteem. He took
on the sins of the world for all time. The blood he shed was for
my redemption—a cleansing that would last for time and eternity.
How could I fume about an incident so small? How could I be
so upset over one person’s behavior? I had carried Jesus’ name to
many countries, but now I stumbled over such a minor issue.
Jesus emptied himself, took the form of a slave and was obedient to the point of death for each one of us. His work washes
away even these stupid, stubborn sins of mine.
—Naomi Weaver

RESPONSE:

Give me the mind of you, Jesus. Wrap my ego in
your completed work.
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SUNDAY

Who Is This Man Jesus?
The crowds were saying,
“This is the prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.”
—Matthew 21:11

READ: Matthew 21:1-11
REFLECT: I followed the crowd through the streets of
Nazareth. Every member of the procession was arrayed in smart
new clothes. Many carried floral arrangements or palm branches.
Vendors wove among us, selling local bread.
The Palm Sunday procession I took part in heralded the day
long ago when crowds ran ahead of a man on a colt, waving
palm branches and calling, “Hosanna to the son of David!” The
scene had stirred the city to ask, “Who is this man?” Were the
modern-day onlookers lining the streets asking the same question?
Were even some of those celebrating wondering what the celebration was all about?
At the time, I was living in Palestine to provide nursing education for those not likely to be admitted into government schools.
I imagined that a few of our students were participating in the
procession. Were they among those wondering what motivated
the celebration? Most people in the crowd called Nazareth home.
How many of them knew the crucified and resurrected Jesus, who
shared their hometown?
How many in the communities where we live know the name
Jesus? Today, consider the message that your words and actions
communicate to others about this Jesus of Nazareth. Do you ever
share explicitly about the Savior who rode into the seat of power
on a donkey? Our Savior longs to satisfy our deepest longing—
not only yours but that of others too.
—Naomi Weaver

RESPOND:

Crucified and risen Lord, may my life cry out
hosanna to the son of David, my Savior who loves me deeply.
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MONDAY

Grieving but Hopeful
But we do not want you to be uninformed
. . . so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope.
—1 Thessalonians 4:13

READ: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
REFLECT: A cemetery can be a hopeless place. In Ukraine,
beside the usual information about the deceased, mourners often
engrave their feelings on the headstone as well. The custom makes
for somber reading: “In deepest sorrow;” “Gone forever;” and
sometimes, starkly, “Why?”
What a contrast to a village cemetery in the far southwest
corner of the country! This area was not annexed by the Soviet
Union until after World War II and thus held on longer to its
Christian roots. Here, homemade wooden gravestones are
occasionally freshened with sky-blue paint and decorated with
Bible verses. One grave from the 1940s proclaims, “I was visiting.
Now I am at home.”
Why so cheerful? Did no one mourn for the people buried
there? Of course they did! But they also would have understood
what St. Paul says: because of Christ’s resurrection, our grief need
not be hopeless (v. 13).
Death’s pain of loss and separation can be unspeakable, and
it is natural and right to mourn for our beloved dead. Paul knew
that as well as anyone, yet he reminds the Thessalonians—and
us—that Jesus is raised from the dead. In Christ, our end is not
oblivion but joyful reunion forever! Whether that day finds us
still alive or already “fallen asleep,” we won’t miss it. The Lord
is coming for us—he said so himself. Therefore, encourage one
another with these words.
—Mary Raber

RESPOND:

You, Lord, promise life and light beyond the
grave. Encourage us to absorb and emit that hope today.
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TUESDAY

Of First Importance
But in fact, Christ has been raised from the dead,
the first fruits of those who have died.
—1 Corinthians 15:20

READ: 1 Corinthians 15:1-8, 12-14, 20-23, 42-45
REFLECT: After fourteen chapters answering the Corinthians’
questions about worship, marriage, spiritual gifts, and more, the
apostle Paul saves the most crucial issue for last: Christ’s death
and resurrection at the heart of the gospel (vv. 3-4).
This is important because some of the Corinthians are saying
that there is no resurrection. Like many people today, they
couldn’t get their minds around the idea. Their difficulty was a
super-spiritual Greek philosophical background; they didn’t believe that a spirit-god would have anything to do with an earthly,
physical body. Nowadays, people might dismiss the resurrection
as scientifically impossible or a myth.
Whatever the objection, in these verses Paul responds to
doubts with a complex array of logical and theological evidence
(vv. 42-45). The main point is that Christ’s death and resurrection
are truly “of first importance” (v. 3). Without them, everything
Jesus preached and did would be worthless because he was not
the Son of God he claimed to be.
We Anabaptist Christians declare that Jesus is at the center
of our faith—something that makes no sense if he did not die
and rise again. We say that community and reconciliation are at
the center of our work—but if there is no resurrection from the
dead, those precious convictions are mere idle wishes. “But,” Paul
exclaims, “Christ has been raised” (v. 20). That can only mean one
thing: everything Jesus says about the God who loves us is true.
—Mary Raber

RESPOND:

We believe you have been raised from the dead,
Jesus. Thank you for this and all the new life that is to come.
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WEDNESDAY

The Last Enemy
The last enemy
to be destroyed is death.
—1 Corinthians 15:25

READ: 1 Corinthians 15:24-28
REFLECT: The last ten years of my parents’ life were a time of
steady decline. My brother, sister, and I worked hard to keep them
safe, reasonably healthy, and contented until they passed away.
When they died within three years of each other, we of course
were sad, but our overwhelming feeling was relief.
The apostle Paul calls death “the last enemy” (v. 25). Yet, we
were grateful for our parents’ death. We experienced it as liberation both for our parents and ourselves. How could that be?
The key is the resurrection. Far from being a one-off happening, the apostle asserts that Jesus’ resurrection from the dead is
only the beginning. It sets in motion a series of events leading to
“the end,” when Christ will topple “every ruler and every authority and power” (v. 24) and hand everything over to God the Father
in perfect harmony. That means that anything that has set up in
opposition to God’s life-giving love—injustice, self-centeredness,
cruelty, pride, hatred, envy—will be destroyed. Finally, death itself
will be annihilated.
In other words, we have a future, and it has already begun!
Even now, the nature of the enemy has been so altered that
sometimes we can actually welcome it. Death—once a fearsome
foe—can now come to us as a friend. The subjugation of all things
to Jesus Christ is already in process.
—Mary Raber

RESPOND:

You have subordinated even enemy death to
your purposes, Lord. Thank you for what this means for me, my
loved ones, and every one of your beloved children.
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THURSDAY

The Resurrection Mystery
Listen, I will tell you a mystery!
We will not all die, but we will all be changed.
—1 Corinthians 15:51

READ: 1 Corinthians 15:50-58
REFLECT: As I approach retirement, I’m more aware of my
body’s limitations. Although I am fortunate to enjoy good health, I
don’t press my luck. Nowadays, I’m happy to accept a seat offered
to me on public transportation, I willingly pay a porter to carry my
luggage, and I know my proper bedtime. Many people continue to
be active deep into old age, but eventually death overtakes us all.
That worried the Corinthians. They knew that the human body
can’t last. Does resurrection mean we’re going to be stuck with its
infirmities for eternity? Salvation to the Greeks meant shedding
the perishable body forever. The glory of eternal life for them was
to be pure, unencumbered spirit. And if that wasn’t God’s plan,
what was the point of living a Christian life in the first place?
To set them straight, Paul discloses “a mystery” (v. 51)—
something we couldn’t know unless God revealed it. True, the
perishable cannot inherit the imperishable, but God will manage
better than that! Resurrection means that we will be fundamentally, gloriously changed. Our old, broken bodies will not have to
struggle on but will be transformed. Death and its accompanying
decay will be done away with forever.
The resurrection process is already in motion. We are even now
called to follow the risen Christ and share his life of proclaiming
truth, showing mercy, and offering reconciliation. Therefore, we
must stay steadfast and excel in whatever God has given us to do.
Because of the resurrection, it is never in vain.
—Mary Raber

RESPOND:

Thank you, God, that this body of mine will be
transformed into a glorious one.
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FRIDAY

God’s Answer
My God, my God,
why have you forsaken me?
—Psalm 22:1

READ: Psalm 22
REFLECT: This Holy Week, we have reflected on the great news
of the resurrection and ultimate triumph of Jesus Christ. Today,
we remember that his path to glory led straight through the cross.
Psalm 22 was written centuries before Christ, but it describes
prophetically the events of Good Friday. We cannot read these
lines without thinking of the Gospel accounts of the crucifixion.
The mocking crowd, Jesus’ terrible physical pain, and the callous
dice game for his clothing are all familiar. Most haunting of
all is Jesus’ anguished gasp, “My God, my God, why have you
forsaken me?” (v. 1).
It would appear that the psalmist—and, by extension, Jesus—
has been utterly rejected by God. Were it not so, wouldn’t God
rescue him? Through the psalmist’s words, Jesus cries out to God,
but he is literally “left hanging.” There is no answer (v. 2).
Abandonment is the most dreadful fate of all. We feel this
deeply, because loneliness is part of our human condition. Yet, for
our sake, Jesus willingly took up the pain of rejection on the cross.
He received no answer to his anguished cry, but in his sacrificial
death, we have been answered.
Beginning in verse 22 of today’s psalm, it is as though we are
reading a different psalm. foreshadowing the glory of the day after
tomorrow. Praise God, who does indeed hear and answer (v. 24)!
—Mary Raber

RESPOND:

Thank you, dear Jesus, for suffering rejection on

my behalf.
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SATURDAY

His Steadfast Love Endures Forever
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his steadfast love endures forever!
—Psalm 118:1

READ: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24
REFLECT: After someone has died, we often think of the last
time we saw that person. Where were we sitting? What did we
do? What were the last words we exchanged? Tiny details stand
out, and ordinary comments assume great meaning. The memories
are tender and sometimes tinged with regret. Would we have
done anything differently if we had known that we were meeting
for the last time?
Imagine the disciples’ state of mind the day after Jesus’ crucifixion. Shocked and fearful, did they repeatedly go over the events
of the previous two days, trying to make sense of what happened?
Among the poignant details they recalled, perhaps, was singing
a hymn with Jesus at their last Passover meal (Matthew 26:30).
Today’s reading is part of that hymn. Known as the Hallal, or
“Praise,” it comprises Psalm 113-118. To this day, Jews recite these
psalms at Passover. The disciples had sung them all their lives,
but how strange the victory song must have sounded on that sad
Sabbath day! Yet, how wondrously appropriate the hymn would
be a day later when Jesus appears (John 20:20).
From our post-resurrection perspective, we can see what the
disciples could not: the steadfast love of the Lord endures forever.
Pain and loss are real, but they are also temporary. God’s love is
eternal. We may have trouble believing it on our darkest days, but
the time will surely come when God will wipe away every tear
(Revelation 21:4).
—Mary Raber

RESPOND:

Because of you, Jesus, grief is temporary, while your
steadfast love is forever. May I believe this with my whole heart.
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SUNDAY

Called by Name
Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned
and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!”
—John 20:16

READ: John 20:1-18
REFLECT: Years ago, I attended the funeral of an elderly Jewish
man who died in Rome while his family was in the process of
emigrating from the Soviet Union. His body lay on a table in the
hospital chapel. While the funeral party assembled, his wife and
daughters slowly moved around the table, weeping. They gazed at
his face and gently stroked him through the shroud. It was their
last precious glimpse of the husband and father they loved.
Mary Magdalene needed to say a tender goodbye to Jesus.
She loved him. She had stayed with him throughout his ministry
(Luke 8:2), right up to its grisly end (John 19:25). Faithful to
the last, how could this last respect be denied her? The Lord’s
body is gone! How can she bear it? Three times she cries out her
distress: first to Peter and John, then to angels, and finally to the
“gardener” himself. Nothing helps . . . until she hears a beloved
voice speak her name.
This Resurrection Day may find some of us grieving in the
garden with Mary. Like her, we struggle to make sense of loss. We
reach out for the aching comfort of a last look, a last touch. Yet,
because there has been a resurrection, we know that the story is
not over. We are assured that the Lord knows our names as well
as Mary Magdalene’s. There is a personal word for each of us to
turn our longing and fear into the joyful acclamation: “I have seen
the Lord!” (v. 18).
—Mary Raber

RESPOND:

Thank you Jesus, for knowing my name and
washing away our sorrow.
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MONDAY

Offended
When Haman saw that Mordecai did not bow down
or do obeisance to him, Haman was infuriated.
—Esther 3:5

READ: Esther 3:1-11
REFLECT: “That gets me so triggered.” My teenage son
and daughter often use the word “triggered” to describe being
aggravated or offended. Whether from being around inconsiderate
persons, talking with people who have different views, or even
spending a few minutes on social media, it is easier than ever
to be triggered.
In today’s passage from Esther, Haman was triggered.
Mordecai did not bow down or show obeisance (respect) to
Haman as was customary. Mordecai, a Jew, knew his obeisance
belonged to God alone. Yet, even quiet obedience can be offensive
in a world not interested in God’s values.
Feeling offended is not pleasant. On occasion, it might press a
person to new understanding, but it often instead leads to villainizing others. It is easier to dismiss a person’s value than to work
toward communication or unity. By villainizing Mordecai and his
people, Haman creates mistrust and division in the kingdom.
It is difficult to work through an offense; it takes time and
communication. It is equally difficult to stand for something one
believes in without offending someone. Mordecai isn’t trying to
offend Haman as he strives to obey Jewish beliefs.
Do you live out your faith in ways that offend the secular
world? Ask the Lord how you might communicate your faith to
the people around you. God always desires to reveal God’s truth
and love through us to others.
—Kathryn Glanzer

RESPOND:

Lord, show us how to move past offenses to seek
your values in the midst of conflict. Guide us.
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TUESDAY

Influencers
This advice pleased Haman,
and he had the gallows made.
—Esther 5:14

READ: Esther 5:9-14
REFLECT: I have ten nieces and nephews spanning a wide
range of ages, from infant to 16 years. Whenever I am visiting my
siblings and their spouses, the similarities between our parenting
stories despite these age differences thoroughly amuse me. A
toddler’s struggles can sound very similar to the those of a teenager. Teenagers and toddlers share the fact that they are figuring
out who they are in the world and in Christ. Each child has their
own opinions and unique styles being gradually formed by God,
family, school, and friends.
For kids of any age, finding friends can be hard. As parents, we
hope they will choose friends who will mutually influence spiritual and individual growth. I often tell my young adult children
that their friends are their future. In other words, their friends are
influencers who speak into them.
In today’s passage, Haman has a poorly chosen set of influencers who feed into his anger and help him plot to kill Mordecai.
In a moment when Haman needs a voice of peace to reason with
him, his friends and wife give him the advice he wants to hear.
Who are your influencers and advisors? Whom do you influence? Like Haman, we all need to consider carefully the voices
speaking to us when we need advice.
—Kathryn Glanzer

RESPOND:

Lord, show us how to be influencers of kindness
and peace. Let your Holy Spirit guide our words as we speak to
one another today.
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WEDNESDAY

Uncomfortable Faith
“What is your petition, Queen Esther?
It shall be granted you.”
—Esther 7:2

READ: Esther 7:1-10
REFLECT: As a high school girl in a big city, following Jesus
sometimes leads to uncomfortable situations for Kylie. Her beliefs
and convictions can be perceived as problematic in her secular
environment. Last summer, Kylie shared with me about how
choices consistent with her beliefs ostracize her from her peers.
She has chosen not to do drugs, drink alcohol, or pursue young
men as her friends do.
Kylie’s maturity and kindness as she spoke about her friends
impressed and inspired me. Not only does she choose to be
gracious and kind to other students; she trusts God to take care
of her socially. She recognizes that she can’t control what people
say or think about her, but she can be guided by the Holy Spirit in
compassionate living through difficult moments.
Following God is risky and can cost a great deal. In today’s
passage, Queen Esther risks her life to petition before the king
for the lives of her people. Esther and Mordecai choose to not
succumb to complaining or accusation. Instead, they decide to be
loyal and faithful even while facing powerful foes. In response,
God comes through for his beloved people.
For Esther long ago and for Kylie today, following God is
risky and uncomfortable. What does following God ask of you?
Ask the Lord to give you the strength to choose wisely and act
courageously no matter the circumstance.
—Kathryn Glanzer

RESPOND:

Lord, show us how to be faithful to you even
when it is hard.
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THURSDAY

Cultural Engineer
For the Jews there was
light and gladness, joy and honor.
—Esther 8:16

READ: Esther 8:3-8, 16-17
REFLECT: I am typically a patient person. I enjoy gardening
and sewing, both activities that require patience and time.
However, I can become impatient when praying for God to reveal
something. I get impatient for God’s answers.
In my home, we often say, “If it isn’t good yet, God isn’t done
working on it.” For Esther, God’s goodness takes time to be revealed. Esther chooses to not remain in the shadows. By stepping
out of docile safety, she assumes a new role as a cultural engineer
of the kingdom. While silence would perhaps have allowed Esther
to remain safe, her uncle sets the example of serving first his God
and second his king. Rather than complaining about the difficulty
of their situation, Esther and Mordecai trust in the Lord. Because
of their loyalty to God, they become voices of influence to King
Ahasuerus. Their influence allows for God’s goodness to be
revealed to the Jewish people.
If it isn’t good, God isn’t done working yet. What have you
been praying for that God hasn’t yet revealed an answer? Keep
praying and seeking the Lord.
—Kathryn Glanzer

RESPOND:

Lord, we bring these prayers before you and seek
your answers to our problems. We know you desire good for
your children. Show us how to seek you and see what you see in
our circumstances.
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Belief
Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are
those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.
—John 20:29

READ: John 20:19-31
REFLECT: As a college student, I lived with my mother during
the summers. My littlest brother and sister were 10 years younger
than I and still lived at home. One summer, after driving home
and unpacking my car, I changed into a comfortable t-shirt and
my favorite pair of overalls. Overalls had become a popular
fashion among college girls in the late ‘90s. Stepping out of my
bedroom and into the living room to visit with family, my little
brother and sister started laughing hysterically. I asked them
what was so funny. They laughed even harder, believing that I was
playing dumb on purpose. They pointed at my overalls. “You’re
so funny, Kathryn!” they giggled breathlessly.
Irritated, I exclaimed, “Overalls are in fashion! No, really,
they are! Everyone is wearing them.” The rest of the evening, they
continued to giggle whenever they looked at me.
Belief in Jesus as the Messiah of the world can look ridiculous
to those who don’t believe. Someone, they think, is pulling one
over on them. It is hard to believe what the world says is impossible. Believing in Jesus’ resurrection takes true faith.
Today, try believing in God’s promises. Remember that we are
God’s beloved sons and daughters when others find your beliefs
or actions ridiculous. God desires good for your life.
—Kathryn Glanzer

RESPOND:

Lord, we believe. Help us to find shelter in you
when the social weather rains ridicule on us.
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SATURDAY

My Chosen Portion
The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my lot.
The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places.
—Psalm 16:5

READ: Psalm 16
REFLECT: As a mom of a high schooler and a college student,
my schedule is filled with chances to watch their activities. Like
many parents and grandparents, I have attended too many
recitals, sporting events, and parent meetings to count. I have held
various reptiles and listened to detailed descriptions of everything
from human skeletons to truck engines.
No matter how much the topic is outside of my expertise or
interests, I love to listen to my children’s unique interpretations of
the world they are encountering. I love the process of getting to
know my children intimately and making time for relationships
with them. Because I have sought to know them, they also know
me. I love the life God has given me—the difficult with the
good—and I would choose it again and again.
In Psalm 16, King David presents a lovely picture of his relationship with God. He says that the Lord is his “chosen portion”
(v. 5). David’s life has had its difficulties, yet David says that he
has a good heritage. David’s relationship with God determines
how he looks back on his life. He sees the Lord’s counsel through
it all and can declare that, “I have no good apart from you” (v. 2),
and, “In your presence there is fullness of joy” (v. 11).
Today, take time to thank God for his presence and guidance.
Ask the Holy Spirit to remind you of the ways in which God has
been faithful to you.
—Kathryn Glanzer

RESPOND:

Lord, thank you for your faithful presence and
guidance through life. Help us to always remember the ways in
which you have been with us.
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SUNDAY

Uncovering Answered Prayers
By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.
—1 Peter 1:3

READ: 1 Peter 1:3-9
REFLECT: Preparing for a garage sale last spring, I sorted
through stacks of books and found several children’s devotionals
with sticky notes on every page. For many years, my children
and I read a devotional each morning and wrote down that day’s
prayer requests on a sticky note. Hundreds of colorful notes stuck
out from the pages of the forgotten devotionals. I asked my son
Paul to go through the books and take out the notes so that we
could add the devotional books to our garage sale.
After going through them all, he told me, “It was cool to see
how much God has answered our prayers.” I looked through them
the stack of notes with him. He was right; God had answered so
many of our prayers! My heart swelled with gratitude. I was glad
that my son had pointed out God’s faithfulness to us.
We often don’t recognize the outcome of our faith and prayers.
In today’s passage, Peter writes about faith being tested through
various trials. Yet, when we stop and look back at the multiple
ways God has genuinely been present, we are filled with joy and a
living hope.“He has given us a new birth into a living hope” (v. 3).
When we recognize God’s hand in our lives, we see the hope of
our future too.
As you look to the next week, remember that God wants to be
with you every step of the way. Let this truth fill you with a living
hope and glorious joy.
—Kathryn Glanzer

RESPOND:

Lord, thank you for the gift of salvation and
our inheritance that is imperishable. We love how you hear our
prayers and work in our lives. Let us see your faithfulness.
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MONDAY

Connect to the Source
Then the king responded: “Give the first woman
the living boy; do not kill him. She is his mother.”
—1 Kings 3:27

READ: 1 Kings 3:23-28
REFLECT: When I was a volunteer firefighter, I was once in
a very tight spot. The flames—maybe 20 feet high, solid and
deep—were advancing toward my partner and me. There was no
safe exit . . . and our water hoses didn’t work due to a problem
with the pump back at the truck.
We braced against one another, our visors fogging up from
rising body heat. At first, we spoke firmly into our radios, then
urgency sharpened our words, and finally we yelled as we opened
and closed the valve at the nozzle, hoping and praying that the
water would flow. Eventually, it did, and all ended well.
Sometimes wisdom is in short supply when we need it most.
When it finally flows, it can douse and quench our encroaching
troubles like nothing else. Reading today’s Bible story, I imagine
Solomon feeling the heat: court officials watching; the two
plaintiffs pleading; and an innocent baby’s future hanging in the
balance. I imagine divine wisdom beginning to flow and quenching the emotions raging in that court.
To access real wisdom, we must remain connected to its source.
Without constant inflowing of the Spirit, even a brave partner is
insufficient help amidst the blaze of life’s trials. When there’s real
trouble, we need the water of life from our eternal Source.
—Paul Cumin

RESPOND:

Clean out the foolishness blocking our connection with you, Jesus. Bless us with a steady flow of wisdom.
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Anointed in the Way of Jesus
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has
anointed me to bring good news to the poor.”
—Luke 4:18-19

READ: Luke 4:16-22
REFLECT: I used to think that being a church leader was
mainly about having correct ideas and doing my best to make sure
others agreed with these ideas. I gradually realized, though, that
my life looked remarkably unlike Jesus—the person all these supposedly correct ideas were about. Jesus was often found among
the poor, the sick, and others on the margins of their society. I, on
the other hand, could be found holed up in a library, speaking at a
pulpit, or attending a well-intentioned meeting with snacks.
Something needed to change. Reluctantly at first, I tagged
along with gracious individuals who visited those who were
sick, dying, or lonely. Through that practice, I learned something precious: Jesus is still to be found among the poor, sick,
and marginalized.
It’s good to be an effective preacher. It’s helpful to learn from a
skilled teacher. These are valid and potentially important roles for
shaping disciples of Jesus. However, I am learning that these roles
may not be as important as I sometimes imagine. The gracious
people who bring me along on pastoral care visits and introduce
me to those in need save me from a meager life. They are the
anointed people who bring me to Jesus in the clearest of ways.
—Paul Cumin

RESPOND:

Jesus, shape my life into your likeness so I might
see, hear, and touch your love.
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WEDNESDAY

Respect Your Youngers
You shall not cheat one another, but you shall
fear your God; for I am the Lord your God.
—Leviticus 25: 17

READ: Leviticus 25:13-17
REFLECT: My daughter doesn’t especially like to clean her
room, but she is passionate about cleaning up the oceans. My boys
soft-peddle personal hygiene from time to time but are surprisingly
devout about household recycling. “You shall not cheat one another” is a light-hearted complaint when my family is playing Dutch
Blitz. At the same time, the “do not cheat” principle is ingrained
in my kids when it comes to living together on this planet. They
realize that convenient packaging and easy transportation may
seem attractive, but beneath these choices are hidden costs, a
cheating of one another that ultimately offends our Creator.
I’m middle-aged, which means I’m right between a generation
on the one side that has lived for decades mostly unaware of climate
change, and on the other, a generation mostly convinced that we’re
in the early stages of a devastating global crisis. Like so often in
our world today, it’s very easy for these different starting places to
become final resting places. Our reading for today asks us to take
a different approach. Rather than imagining each new generation
must fend for itself, Moses instructs the Israelites to hold their land
lightly, temporarily—to keep in mind a regular rearranging of wealth
and capital. At root is an idea mostly lost to us today: the belief that
everything is ultimately God’s and not our own.
We are caretakers. It is our responsibility to respect not just
the earth but also those younger generations that already take this
responsibility more seriously than we do.
—Paul Cumin

RESPOND:

God, this is earth is yours. Rearrange our
positions as caretakers until we do our job well.
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23

THURSDAY

Inspired Expression
The Lord God will cause righteousness
and praise to spring up before all the nations.
—Isaiah 61:11

READ: Isaiah 61:8-11
REFLECT: When our kids were all between the ages of three and
nine, we’d sit down together for dinner once the chores were done.
The best word I can think of to describe our dinnertime at that
stage is boisterous. We usually had a steady stream of opinions and
updates from the eldest, occasional quips from our middle child,
and constant, happy eating sounds from our youngest.
On one occasion, one of our sons stopped eating and begun
examining the palm of his left hand. He thoughtfully brushed
the index finger of his right hand through its center and then
back-and-forth across the top. A flash of insight crossed his face
at just the moment our conversation lulled. “Now I know why
there are mountains all around our house!” he said. “They’re the
bumps on God’s hand!”
Adulthood tends to be filled with less endearing noise than those
unwieldy, marvelous expressions of childhood. Adults experience
a constant racket of chores, complexities, and problems. There’s
certainly no lack of opinions and updates. But, if we can occasionally pause to listen for a moment, some good thing may spring up
in our senses, some note or phrase of praise piercing the din of it all.
As followers of Christ, we might not be the loudest or most
talkative members in our society, but when we do open our
mouths, may “God cause righteousness and praise to spring up
before all the nations.”
—Paul Cumin

RESPOND:

God, teach me to make room for you in my
day—spaces where your Spirit can fill and inspire me with good
news for your people.
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24

FRIDAY

What Must We Do?
They were cut to the heart and said to Peter and
to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?”
—Acts 2:37

READ: Acts 2:32-37
REFLECT: I was in Palestine during Ramadan a few years
ago. One evening I decided there was just too much sound and
activity around for me to go back to my room and fall asleep. So,
I went for a walk.
Most of what I knew about the West Bank before my trip came
from the news. Like most news these days, it wasn’t good. I had
certainly seen some difficulties and dangers during my trip, but
on this evening, the mood and energy in the streets felt different.
Families were eating together and celebrating. As I explored further
into different parts of town, I relished being in what at that moment
felt to me like one of the most excellent places in the world.
At some point during my stroll, I realized it had been a while
since I’d seen a shop, café, or streetlight. Just then, a group of
young men emerged from a vacant lot and started speaking loudly
to me in English. I was concerned, but it turned out to be a brief
exchange I can summarize as an earnest and heartfelt welcome-toour-country conversation that filled me with joy.
I try to imagine the first time those “devout Jews from
every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem” (v. 5) heard
the good news about Jesus. It must have been disorienting to
realize that so much of what they’d been told needed drastic and
life-changing adjustment.
“What must we do?” (v. 37) is indeed the most natural—and
maybe the best possible—response to the good news.
—Paul Cumin

RESPOND:

What must we do, Lord Jesus, to embrace your

good news?
61

APRIL

25

SATURDAY

Holy Muck
You were cleansed from your sins when you obeyed the truth,
so now you must show sincere love to each other.
—1 Peter 1:22 (NLT)

READ: 1 Peter 1:22-25
REFLECT: Rufus and I were headed into the muskeg to pick
blueberries. Rufus—a Dene man from Tthek’edeli in the Northwest
Territories—had borrowed the town’s fire truck for the occasion.
It was a red 4x4 pickup with a 200-pound fire extinguisher bolted
vertically in the truck’s bed. We both considered acquiring it for our
expedition a feat—until we got stuck in the mud.
We tried all the standard vehicle-unsticking procedures:
pushing; standing and squatting on the rear bumper; rocking and
alternating drive and reverse; placing tree branches and bows
beneath the wheels; even, eventually, digging. An hour into our
efforts, I noticed something odd: the rear wheels were spinning
while the front ones remained immobile. I squinted some mud
from my eyes and detected a dial on that delinquent wheel:
manual locking hubs that engage the front wheels with the drive
shaft. Two clockwise twists later, and we were on our way.
It’s easy to go through the motions of loving one another; to sit
in the cab of our self-contained lives and occasionally step on the
emotional accelerator. But, “love deeply” (v. 22) means we need
to get dirty; we need to engage the heart. We may, in fact, need to
be purified from trying to stay too pure. The impulse to remain
clean and safely removed from the mess and troubles of our
world can quickly become its own kind of foulness. Let us cleanse
ourselves by working in the mud.
—Paul Cumin

RESPOND: Jesus, you teach us that loving others requires
tackling the muck of complicated relationships. Give us faith to
do so boldly.
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SUNDAY

New Eyes
He took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to them.
Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him.
—Luke 24:30-31

READ: Luke 24:13-35
REFLECT: I had finally decided which pickup to buy. According
to my specifications, it needed to have been built between 1989
and 1993 by a particular manufacturer with some but not other
specific features, and it needed to have a manual transmission.
I remember this process not just because I eventually bonded
with my truck just a little too deeply, but also because making
a decision about which model to buy changed my perception.
Before I set my heart on that truck, I thought such vehicles were
relatively rare. However, once I started looking for one, I began to
notice them everywhere.
We see what we’re looking for. It’s true about vehicles and
equally true in our relationships. When another person has hurt
us, their flaws and weaknesses loom large. It’s also true for our
important, insufficiently-examined beliefs. If we think death
wins, we don’t recognize Jesus on our way to Emmaus. Instead,
we see a stranger.
To be followers of a risen Lord means our perceptions change.
We are among Jesus’ surprised table companions; we now see an
entirely different reality. Death does not win. We now see that it
is possible to seek and find new life in ourselves, others, and the
world around us.
—Paul Cumin

RESPOND:

Jesus, refine our vision as we eat with you at the
resurrection table. Thank you for this new life.
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27

MONDAY

Shepherd of the Soul
I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the strayed,
and I will bind up the injured.
—Ezekiel 34:16

READ: Ezekiel 34:11-16
REFLECT: During a difficult season of life, I felt as though I’d
lost my soul. I began to search for it in the same way I’d learned
to look for material things in life that I misplace; I asked myself
where I remembered having had it most recently. I knew I’d had
my soul at work, but I could no longer find it there. I searched
for it among my friends, in volunteer involvements, and on
church committees—but my soul was not to be found in any
of those places.
One morning, I sat at our dining room table and randomly
opened my Bible to the book of Isaiah. My eyes were drawn to
several verses in chapter 43: “Cease to dwell on days gone by and
to brood over past history. Here and now I will do a new thing;
this moment it will break from the bud. Can you not perceive it?”
(Isaiah 43:18-19 New English Bible).
In those words, I relocated my soul. I had been looking for it in
the wrong places. There in God’s hands, my soul had been changing shape, pushing into new life like a bud from a seemingly dead
and broken branch. The time had come to receive God’s invitation
to walk boldly into the future. My injuries were in the process
of healing, and my soul once again was found in the shelter of
my good Shepherd.
—Gloria Y. Diener

RESPOND:

Good Shepherd, thank you that we are always
safe and sheltered in your care. No one but you can so tend to
our soul.
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28

TUESDAY

A Most Excellent Host
I will signal for them and gather them in,
for I have redeemed them.
—Zechariah 10:8

READ: Zechariah 10:6-10
REFLECT: For my parents, a clean table made visible the heart
of hospitality. In less time than it took most guests to realize there
was a smudge of something on the surface of the table, the two
of them would remove it. Neither had to say a word. They would
make subtle eye contact, and then one would quietly disappear
into the kitchen, reappearing to wipe up the spot in a calm, nearly
invisible sort of way.
God the homemaker creates for us the most exquisite place of
welcome possible. I can imagine God sitting at the table, attentive
to every detail. At God’s table spotless compassion, pure joy, and
shining laughter are flawlessly served.
In today’s reading, we learn that God’s table is free of
judgment for the children of Israel who gather home after years
of exile. Under God’s watchful and loving eye, the people’s fears
fade. Their regrets begin to disappear, and painful memories
gradually lose their sting.
Here is restoration: God the homemaker welcomes us to
a table spread with forgiveness, compassion, and joy. Our
ever-gracious host wipes away the inevitable grime we create as
though it were never there.
—Gloria Y. Diener

RESPOND:

Divine homemaker, we accept your invitation to
receive the abundance of your holy hospitality.
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29

WEDNESDAY

Expansive Restoration
Ah, soiled, defiled, oppressing city! It has listened to no voice;
it has accepted no correction. It has not trusted in the Lord.
—Zephaniah 3:1-2

READ: Zephaniah 3:1-7
REFLECT: My husband purchases old buildings and renovates
them. Through the years, his visions have led us to buy a smattering of worn-out apartments and ill-maintained houses, a neglected
car dealership property, and an abandoned ice factory. We’ve had
to deal with human filth, pet odors, machine grease, accumulated
dust, crumbling insulation, refrigerators filled with spoiled food,
and piles of unidentified garbage. Rooms echo, floors sag, roofs
leak, and grime or graffiti adorns the walls. Touring these places is
sometimes too much for my senses, and I must walk away.
A dispossessed place usually tells a sad story. Today’s reading is
desolation and ruin on a large scale: a litany of widespread woes
and bad decisions, a massive catalog of misery. I want to walk
away from the reading. I want a different ending. In the years that
we’ve been renovating, however, I’ve learned that in every story of
desolation lies a promise of consolation.
The cycle of death and new life occurs in our hearts, our churches,
and our society. Every time I’ve witnessed a desolate property transformed into a beautiful space, I am smitten with wonder. Somebody
listened to the promise of new life. Someone chose hope. A brave soul
or two stepped into the nothingness and everythingness of trust.
Perhaps you are reading this amidst of a season of ruin. Even
that space represents an opportunity to witness God’s defeat over
sin and death.
—Gloria Y. Diener

RESPOND:

God of our wastelands and ruined places, hear
our prayers. Bless our dreams of restoration.
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APRIL

30

THURSDAY

After the Desolation Comes Song
I will change their shame into praise and renown in all the earth.
At that time I will bring you home.
—Zephaniah 3:19-20

READ: Zephaniah 3:14-20
REFLECT: Some of the best gatherings come at the end of
troublesome times. Meals that follow funerals, for example, can
provide a strange mix of sadness and joy. Folks’ faces show the
weight of ushering a person through life’s end, yet spirits lift as
they share stories punctuated with tears and laughter. Friends who
haven’t seen each other in decades get reacquainted.
I still remember the evening before my grandfather’s funeral.
I was 12 years old, and death was mostly new to me. I was fascinated when I realized Grandpa’s body would stay in the house all
night. I thought it might be spooky. When calling hours were over,
I watched with fascination as my father and his brothers gathered
in a circle around the casket. A warm sense of security and peace
enveloped sleepy me as I watched light and shadow dance on my
grandfather’s body and those gathered around it.
Long into the night, the family shared stories, laughed,
and wiped tears from their eyes. We’d all been gathered home
as Grandpa was gathered home. That night, I learned that
even death can be gathered into a place that God has made
ready to receive it.
Our Scripture reading today assures God’s people, “the
Lord, is in your midst, you shall fear disaster no more” (v. 15).
Can we trust that God is in our midst? Can we rest in God’s
victory and love?
—Gloria Y. Diener

RESPOND:

We will not fear, O Lord. You gather all creation
in your loving embrace. You bring us home.
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MAY

1

FRIDAY

A House Filled with Goodwill
They broke bread at home and ate their food with glad and generous
hearts, praising God and having the goodwill of all the people.
—Acts 2:45

READ: Acts 2:42-47
REFLECT: My grandparents were known for their seemingly
bottomless hospitality to the guests who streamed to their modest
home on Fair Hope Farm in Delaware. To feed them, Grandma
and her daughters would fry large quantities of potatoes in cast
iron skillets and make multiple pans of meat with gravy. On
Sunday afternoons, their family of thirteen and the guests would
sit at the table for several hours, telling stories and talking about
life, work, and faith.
As I envision those Sabbath meals, I imagine that eating with
glad and generous hearts was easy enough, but I wonder about
the cleaning up part. Who washed all the dishes after those large
meals? I suppose it was my grandmother, her daughters, and
the women guests. It’s enough to make me groan. All that mess!
All those hours!
But then, some family stories suggest that conversations at
the kitchen sink often soared in delight above even the rich
discussions at the dining room table. My aunt Naomi was known
for being the life of the party as she sang, laughed, and engaged
others in conversation during after-dinner cleanup. “When
she was in the kitchen,” my father once told me, “it was easy
to do the dishes.”
Aunt Naomi’s legacy personifies goodwill for me. She embodied a wonder and a sign of the Holy Spirit: the hands and heart of
Jesus, the mind of Christ.
—Gloria Y. Diener

RESPOND:

Create in me a clean heart filled with joy and
generosity, Jesus, so that I may extend goodwill to others.
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MAY

2

SATURDAY

Sitting with the Enemy
You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies.
—Psalm 23:5

READ: Psalm 23
REFLECT: Psalm 23 has often guided me as I navigate tough
times. I imagine my loved ones following the lead of the gentle
shepherd, walking a shady path, lying down for rest in a green
meadow, hiking beside a mountain stream, walking steadily
through dark places. The images comfort me, and the words
sustain my spirit.
On occasion, I’ve prayed Psalm 23 for folks in whose presence
I feel angry, voiceless, or small. I proclaim what I believe even
when I cannot feel it: “The Lord is the shepherd of [name of
person who has injured me].” I’m usually able to resonate with the
psalm’s blessings for my enemy—until I come to the image of the
great dining hall in verse 5. There, I almost always have to pause.
“You prepare a table before [name of my enemy] in the
presence of [their enemy: me].” It’s not easy for me to mentally
walk into the place where God is preparing a table for a person
who has harmed me.
When I’m honest with myself, I sometimes realize I’ve decided
to walk away from God’s table rather than sit there with my
enemies. I’m not proud of those moments. I realize that walking
away from God’s table has only left me withered with regret and
twisted with bitterness. When, on other occasions, I have chosen
to sit at the table with my enemy, God has nourished me with
food that builds spiritual muscle and restores failing limbs.
—Gloria Y. Diener

RESPOND:

Hospitable God, bring me to your table in the
presence of those who have made life difficult.
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MAY

3

SUNDAY

Enter by the Gate
I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved,
and will come in and go out and find pasture.
—John 10:9

READ: John 10:1-10
REFLECT: I could spend hours on side streets in Charleston,
South Carolina, looking at the many wrought iron gates. I love
discovering their intricacies. I wonder at so much invested in the
doors that open to invite guests to step onto a porch or into a
well-tended garden.
I am particularly interested in the work of Philip Simmons, a
blacksmith we once met when he was 90-plus years old. Simmons
has been called a “poet of ironwork” because of his ability
to hammer steel into beauty. The gates that Simmons created
offer a mighty invitation, asking those who enter to pause and
pay attention before stepping into hospitality. Each time I see a
Simmons gate, I marvel at the time, heat, force, and soul that must
have been poured into creating that single entryway. Such a gate
implies an entrance into something that matters. It suggests that
those who enter are folks of value, people of honor and dignity.
Jesus says, “I am the gate” (v. 9). I imagine Christ-the-gate as
one of the handwrought iron works of art that I’ve admired, with
swirls of steel forged into intricate scrollwork and delicate lines.
Choosing to enter such a holy, beautiful gate requires us to accept
who we are, pay attention to the invitation we’ve received, and
enter wholeheartedly into the realm ahead.
—Gloria Y. Diener

RESPOND:

You are the Gate, Jesus. Thank you for inviting
us to enter your kingdom as persons of dignity and worth.
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MAY

4

MONDAY

Making Room for What Is Good
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil,
hold fast to what is good.
—Romans 12:9

READ: Romans 12:9-18
REFLECT: Several months ago, I slipped on the ceramic floor
at the top of our stairs. Instinctively, my left arm flung out behind
me, and I caught myself on the landing. I didn’t fall down the
stairs, but I ruptured a tendon. Over a few weeks, my injury
turned into what is colloquially known as a frozen shoulder.
Pain has a way of heightening our awareness. So does not
being able to complete basic tasks. I quickly developed an acute
appreciation for the quiet, necessary work of my rotator cuff!
Although my pain has now receded, I would hate to suffer again
from a similar injury.
The word used for “hate” in our Scripture passage implies
this sort of strong emotion. It suggests horror. We are advised
to “hate what is evil” (v. 9), to recoil from it, knowing the
damage it can do.
In contrast, we are instructed to “hold fast to what is
good” (v. 9). The Greek for this term is the origin of our word
collagen, which is a protein found in bones, skin, tendons, and
cartilage. Like this essential ingredient in our bodies, we are to be
connected—glued together—to whatever is good.
The restoration of my arm’s function required daily, diligent
work. I took care to avoid further injury and adopted the healthy
practices required to restore my arm’s function. What one
harmful action can you turn from this week? What good practice
can you embrace?
— Aimee Reid

RESPOND:

God, you call us to turn away from what is evil
and cling to what is good. Help me to do this today.
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5

TUESDAY

Making Room for Gratitude
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing,
give thanks in all circumstances.
—1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

READ: 1 Thessalonians 5:12-22
REFLECT: I know a group of mothers and daughters who meet
a few times a year for a simple meal and faith formation. During
one meeting, the mother-daughter team leading the devotional
gave each of the girls a thankfulness journal and encouraged them
to write three things for which they were thankful every day.
One of the young women tried this discipline and found that
she valued the practice. When she filled that journal, she brought
it to her mother and requested another book. She has since filled
several volumes and says that she has no intention of stopping.
Psychological studies bear out the benefit of gratitude. A
National Institute of Health study (2009, Zahn et al.) showed
that gratitude produced a higher level of blood flow in the hypothalamus region of the brain, which influences stress, sleep, and
metabolism. When we are thankful, dopamine is released in our
bodies. This chemical activates a reward center in our brains. We
feel good, which encourages us to repeat a behavior. By practicing
simple thankfulness, we help ourselves to be more thankful. We
create a cycle of gratitude.
The exhortation to “give thanks in all circumstances” takes
on a manageable quality when we recognize that we can help our
minds to notice reasons to be thankful. We don’t need to deny
wrong or avoid grief in order also to practice giving thanks.
Today, name three reasons you are grateful. Consider adopting
this practice for the remainder of the week.
— Aimee Reid

RESPOND:

Teach me, God, to rejoice and pray always.
Renew in me a thankful heart that does not quench your Spirit.
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MAY

6

WEDNESDAY

Making Room for Hope
There shall be a sowing of peace; the vine shall yield its fruit, the
ground shall give its produce, and the skies shall give their dew.
—Zechariah 8:12

READ: Zechariah 8:1-8, 11-12
REFLECT: Have you ever watched a home makeover show?
The designer brings not only skill but also vision. The expert
certainly sees flaws in the property and isn’t deluded about its
shortcomings; it’s just that the person can see beyond its present
state and believe in what it can become.
God acknowledges the history of the people of Judah and
Israel. Past performance of the people would predict their future
disloyalty. However, God sees past the failures to a future overflowing with goodness. We read of a “sowing of peace” (v. 12) that
will reap harmony.
God’s grace is bigger than any of our flaws. We don’t have to
hide our struggles. We can lift them to the God who sees them
anyway and turn ourselves over to the master designer who is
making all things new.
Just as a new vision of a room allows for change and beauty,
so does an awareness of God’s love for us. Today, consider one
area of your life in which you need a sense of hope. Imagine that
you are placing that situation into God’s hands as one would
hand over plans to a trusted designer.
— Aimee Reid

RESPOND:

Creator, I offer myself to you just as I am,
knowing that I am your beloved child. You make all things new.
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7

THURSDAY

Making Room for Joy
The fast[s] . . . shall be seasons of joy and gladness, and cheerful
festivals for the house of Judah.
—Zechariah 8:19

READ: Zechariah 8:18-23
REFLECT: I love chocolate. My favorite is a fair-trade dark
chocolate bar with raspberry pieces. I admit, I’ve never tried to
give up chocolate for Lent—but last year I gave up something
almost as difficult! For the weeks leading up to Easter, I tried to set
aside self-criticism. A mom and self-employed writer, I appreciate
how my flexible schedule allows me to stir our dinnertime soup
while jotting down ideas for my next column. I also know that the
fluid nature of my work lends itself to unreasonable expectations.
For Lent, I resolved to refrain allowing myself to get discouraged by what I don’t cross off my to-do list. Each time I found
myself thinking, “I should have,” or, “If only,” I stopped myself
and instead remembered God’s love for me.
Zechariah’s audience is used to specific fasts recalling times of
grief and failure. Annual fasts mark, for example, when Moses
broke the tablets of commandments, when they wandered in the
desert, and the destruction of the temple. Today’s message from
Zechariah, though, is to anticipate with fast days future times of
joy and plenty. In light of God’s promises and steadfast care, the
people are told to celebrate as they fast.
Despite our failings, God remains faithful. When we let go of
regret, we make room for joy. Take a moment to identify regrets
that still weigh you down. Close your fists and imagine grasping
those regrets. Open your hands, turn your palms upward, and
remember God’s love for you.
— Aimee Reid

RESPOND:

Bring your people joy, God, in greater measure
than we could imagine.
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8

FRIDAY

Making Room for Forgiveness
He knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold
this sin against them.” When he had said this, he died.
—Acts 7:60

READ: Acts 7:54-60
REFLECT: What a striking scene! A mob has gathered around
Jesus’ follower, Stephen. Transfixed by a vision of Jesus, Stephen
cries out and gazes up to heaven. In response, the crowd members
shout and cover their ears. They drag Stephen out of the city and
begin to stone him. Just before he dies, Stephen prays, “Lord, do
not hold this sin against them” (v. 60).
On its face, this story is bleak. Stephen is martyred for his
faith. His death no doubt struck terror into Jesus’ disciples.
However, one detail in this passage stands out: the witnesses laid
their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul (v. 58).
We know that the Saul of Stephen’s day persecutes Christians.
We also know that Saul will encounter Jesus and become the
apostle Paul. He will be as fierce a witness to the transforming
power of Christ as he had been its opponent. In time, the church
will trust him.
Stephen did not know of Saul’s impending conversion. His
remarkable words, though, show that Stephen is able to leave
revenge up to God. As Saul will later discover, God considers acts
against Christ-followers to be acts against God.
Your suffering is not unseen. God’s love is strong enough to
handle your anger, fear, and bitterness. When we release them to
God, we receive freedom in exchange. Imagine kneeling beside
Stephen with him and releasing any desire for retribution. Ask
God to replace it with the fresh balm of forgiveness.
— Aimee Reid

RESPOND:

God, you see our sorrow and suffering. We
entrust judgment into your safekeeping.
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9

SATURDAY

Making Room for Freedom
In you, O Lord, I seek refuge;
do not let me ever be put to shame.
—Psalm 31:1

READ: Psalm 31:1-5
REFLECT: One of the sad consequences of oil spills in the
ocean is that the oil covers and suffocates sea birds. Entirely
innocent of wrongdoing, they become trapped in the sticky, dark
substance. When the blackened, distressed birds are first lifted
from the sea, it seems they will never escape the oil. Yet, after each
major spill, volunteers patiently and tenderly wash as many birds
as they can. It must be difficult for these creatures to undergo the
cleansing, but when they entrust themselves to the workers’ care,
their movement is restored.
I once watched a video of a marvelous pelican that had been
nurtured back to health. When the moment finally came to release
it, its caretakers watched as it lifted its mighty wings and flew
away in strength, as though the accident had never happened.
Even when we are victims of others’ poor choices, shame can
cling to us. When we are coated with shame and suffocating, God
patiently cleanses us. As the psalmist notes, God gives us refuge.
If we are willing to accept care from others and expose
ourselves to God’s cleansing love, negative beliefs will loosen from
us and wash away. We can indeed be free. When you are able,
write down or draw a symbol for something that has brought
you shame. Tear the paper into strips and recycle it. Write out,
“God’s faithfulness never fails me,” and place it where you
will see it often.
— Aimee Reid

RESPOND:

Just as soap releases grime, your Spirit cleanses
us and frees us to thrive. We entrust ourselves, Lord, to your
loving hand.
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10

SUNDAY

Making Room for Peace
Jesus said to him, “I am the way,
and the truth, and the life.”
—John 14:6

READ: John 14:1-14
REFLECT: On a recent trip to New York City, I thought I was
set to navigate the streets on my own. What I didn’t anticipate
was GPS interference from the skyscrapers. My phone’s GPS
didn’t work, and I ended up walking for quite some time in the
wrong direction. Fortunately, a friendly New Yorker rerouted me
and even rode the bus with me to make sure I got where I wanted
to go. She knew the way.
I understand Thomas’s fearful response when Jesus says he will
be leaving his friends. Thomas says to Jesus, “Lord, we do not
know where you are going. How can we know the way?” (v. 5).
Jesus responds, “I am the way” (v. 6). Jesus assures Thomas
that because Thomas knows him, Thomas knows the way.
During college, I lived with my grandfather. Day after day, I
overheard him praying quietly when he didn’t know the sound of
his voice was reaching me. When he lay dying years later, I called
his hospital room, sorry I couldn’t be at his side. I learned that
he was agitated from medication, so I asked the nurse to hold
the telephone receiver to his ear. As I sang his favorite hymn, he
quieted. The hymn must have reminded him that, after a long life
of faithfulness, he knew the Way. He could make it through even
this life-end journey.
Take time today to sit for a while in silence, allowing your
worries to come to mind. Each time one arises, pray, “You are
the Way, Jesus.”
— Aimee Reid

RESPOND:

Jesus, in you we find our way through this life.
Lead us in the way of peace.
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MAY

11

MONDAY

Hold Fast
Choose life so that you and your descendants may live, loving the
Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him.
—Deuteronomy 30:19-20

READ: Deuteronomy 30:15-20
REFLECT: “Drop it.” This is one of the hardest commands for
a dog to follow, especially when he finds something scrumptious!
At his puppy stage, my dog Ranger had a hard time releasing
anything on command. As he grew, however, he learned that he
would often get to bite into something even better if he dropped
the forbidden object.
Today, we read Moses’ last words of wisdom to the people of
Israel. Moses challenges the people to choose life by “loving the
Lord your God, obeying him, and holding fast to him” (v. 20).
Moses’ use of the word choose implies a possible alternative.
The people of Israel have the option of choosing death and
adversity. Just like telling Ranger to “drop it,” Moses is reminding
the people of Israel to give up worshiping idols. Choose the Lord,
Moses counsels, and hold fast to the one true God.
Sometimes we need to be told to let go of relationships, expectations, and situations that are luring us away from God. Moses’
words challenge us to release those things that hinder us from
choosing to live in covenant relationship with our God. Let us be
people who choose life. And, let us heed the command to “drop
it” when we’ve taken hold of the wrong thing. When we “drop it,”
we’re freed to delve into the things of God.
—Connie Nicholson

RESPOND:

Lord, give me discernment to know what I need
to drop in order to hold fast to you.
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12

TUESDAY

Detour Ahead
Perhaps the Lord will perform a wonderful
deed for us, as he has often done.
—Jeremiah 21:2

READ: Jeremiah 21:1-7
REFLECT: I was having difficulty staying awake as I drove
home late at night. I then reached a part of the freeway undergoing late-night repair. The cones, lights, and signs forced me to be
more alert and redirected me along an unfamiliar road. Sleep no
longer tempted me!
In our Scripture today, King Zedekiah hopes that the
prophet Jeremiah will give a favorable prophecy regarding
King Nebuchadnezzar’s attacks against him. In times past, God
performed miraculous deeds to save his people from oppression.
Perhaps, hopes Zedekiah, God will pull through for him in this
great hour of need.
In a strange turn of events, however, Jeremiah prophesies that
God will be joining forces with Nebuchadnezzar to battle against
the nation of Judah. This word from God’s servant is the nation’s
detour warning: a sign of impending change. Judah has been
heading away from God too long, and God says that it’s time
to be rerouted.
We often set our lives on cruise control and allow ourselves to
move forward without paying attention to where we’re headed.
We unwisely assume that we haven’t gone off course. Sometimes,
abrupt and unwelcome change is the only way to wake us out
of our slumber and reroute our lives. Let’s be attentive to God’s
detours and welcome—or at least accept—changes that open our
eyes wide and compel us to pay attention to God’s way.
—Connie Nicholson

RESPOND:

Thank you, Jesus, for your detours that awaken
me. Where you lead me, I will follow, even into unknown places.
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WEDNESDAY

Lean In
It is I who by my great power
and my outstretched arm have made the earth.
—Jeremiah 27:5

READ: Jeremiah 27:1-11
REFLECT: Last summer, my grandparents decided it was time
to move into a retirement home where their needs and safety
could be overseen. It was an honor for me to help them make this
huge transition.
My grandparents could have resisted our care and concern, but
instead, they leaned into it. They trusted the process and trusted
us, and they are now in a safer environment.
By the time the prophet Jeremiah comes along in the biblical
story, Judah has continually broken covenant with God. Judah’s
King Zedekiah begins his reign with a warning from the prophet
to lay down his power and submit to King Nebuchadnezzar. I
imagine that King Zedekiah had hoped for a much different rule
than what he experienced! Instead of fame, Jeremiah encourages
humiliation. Instead of fortune, the prophet warns of exploitation.
Jeremiah’s prophesy encourages King Zedekiah to lean into
God and not resist his nation’s cleansing at the hands of Babylon.
King Zedekiah could choose to resist—but such action would
terminate the king’s life and destroy Judah.
Don’t fight it, Jeremiah says. Accept where you are, lean into
this present season, and look for what God will do next.
—Connie Nicholson

RESPOND:

Lord, when I do not understand what is
happening around me, help me to choose to lean into you.
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14

THURSDAY

Undivided Heart
Teach me your way, O Lord, that I may walk in your truth;
give me an undivided heart to revere your name.
—Psalm 86:11

READ: Psalm 86:1-13
REFLECT: King David issues a protest against Yahweh in Psalm
86. He crafts his words to move God into action to intervene on
his behalf—not because of David’s goodness or worthiness, but
because God is faithful to God’s covenant of love. David reminds
God of God’s own characteristics of graciousness, goodness, forgiveness, and steadfast love. The beauty of the psalm reflects not
our fickle hearts but the character of God. God is always faithful.
While David declares throughout the psalm that he is devoted
to God, he also asks God to give him an undivided heart (v. 11).
When read together, these phrases acknowledge the tension
between our heart’s desire to wholly follow God and its simultaneous pull away.
Let us follow David’s lead by giving thanks for God’s steadfast
love no matter what. Let us echo David’s prayer for “an undivided
heart” (v. 11) and allow the Spirit to purify those areas of our lives
where sin hinders God’s work. May we be people who pursue
undivided hearts that thrive in daily relationship with God.
—Connie Nicholson

RESPOND:

Lord God, thank you for your steadfast love.
Continue to cleanse my heart so I can be wholly devoted to you.
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15

FRIDAY

Extreme Busyness
“Athenians, I see how extremely religious
you are in every way.”
—Acts 17:22

READ: Acts 17:22-31
REFLECT: In Acts 17, Paul is midway through his second
missionary journey. Now in Athens, he tours the city and then
goes to a place called Mars Hill. There, Paul addresses the city’s
Council of the Areopagus.
In his speech, Paul comments on the city’s wide range of altars
to various gods and points out that there’s even an idol to the unknown god. He sees opportunity in the title of this altar and refers
to it to share about “the God who made the world and everything
in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth” (v. 24). Athens may be
loaded with a variety of objects of worship, but it lacks a center.
Paul calls Athens “extremely religious” (v. 22). Something
about those two words put together makes me shudder. How
many times have I gotten lost in religious activities and lost sight
of God? How often have I packed my schedule with church
activities at the expense of loving God? Sometimes, my life is a
lot like the city of Athens: full of religious activity but lacking
Jesus at the center.
As we reorient our center around Jesus, let us be aware of the
pull of false religiosity and its peripheral activities that distract us.
Let us return to our primary identity as beloved children of the
“Lord of heaven and earth” (v. 24).
—Connie Nicholson

RESPOND:

Lord Jesus, forgive me when religiosity replaces
you at the center of my life. You alone are God.
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MAY

16

SATURDAY

Unending Relationship
On that day you will know that I am in my Father,
and you in me, and I in you.
—John 14:20

READ: John 14:15-21
REFLECT: A few Christmases ago, I received a hand-knitted infinity scarf: a loop of material with connected ends. Unfortunately,
unawares, I dropped that soft, multitoned scarf on the ground
outside. By the time I found it a few days later, my beautiful scarf
was wet and covered in burrs. With great patience, I plucked each
burr from the knitted yarn. I washed the scarf and began to wear
it again. Just when I was starting to think it was burr-free, something new would poke my neck, and my hunt for those clinging
nuisances would continue.
In our reading today, Jesus gives his last discourse to his
disciples in the upper room. He reassures his apprehensive followers by affirming the interconnection between himself, the Father,
the Spirit, and his people. Jesus reminds all disciples that we are
not alone; we are knitted together with Christ, led by the Spirit,
and loved by the Father.
As with the burrs in my infinity scarf, unpleasant things can
burrow into our relationship with our Maker. Our relationship
with God remains intact, but we unknowingly allow unhealthy
habits, ideas, or experiences to work their way into the fabric
of our faith. We need to take time to examine those issues
that are poking at us and work patiently with the Spirit to
cleanse our hearts.
—Connie Nicholson

RESPOND:

Guide me, Jesus, as I examine my heart for
spiritual burrs. Fill me with your Spirit as I work to remove
them and grow in intimacy with you.
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MAY

17

SUNDAY

God’s Steadfast Love
Blessed be God, because he has not rejected my prayer
or removed his steadfast love from me.
—Psalm 66:20

READ: Psalm 66:8-20
REFLECT: This week, we have read about the Spirit at work
in our hearts to cleanse us from habits, attitudes, decisions, and
experiences that have blocked our relationship with God. We
have remembered God’s steadfast love toward us even during
times of cleansing.
Psalm 66 is another expression of God’s steadfast love. After
giving reasons why we should bless the Lord, the psalmist
recounts painful memories of Egypt: “You brought us into the net;
you laid burdens on our backs; you let people ride over our heads;
we went through fire and through water” (vv. 11-12). Even in these
trials, God has cared for them.
When my daughter turned 16, she asked if she could stay home
from church because she didn’t feel like going. I told her that I
hoped she would participate in our worshiping community not
because she was obligated to do so, but because she chose to
join us in worship.
We can choose to bless God even when we don’t necessarily
feel like doing so. Remembering God’s steadfast love, we choose
to praise God’s abundant mercy and love.
—Connie Nicholson

RESPOND:

I choose to praise you, Lord. Thank you for your
unwavering love.
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MAY

18

MONDAY

Remember to Be Generous
Remember that you were a slave in Egypt
and the Lord your God redeemed you from there.
—Deuteronomy 24:18

READ: Deuteronomy 24:17-22
REFLECT: Mennonites are known for their creative stewardship
of resources. The phrase “more with less” is more than just the name
of the famous Mennonite cookbook; it speaks to making do with the
resources at hand, not living frivolously or wastefully. This mindset
has been particularly helpful in times of poverty when Mennonites
have managed to survive and even flourish on very little.
Spring cleaning for this type of folk isn’t so much about getting
rid of stuff as it is about restoring things to their proper function
or finding new uses for them. A danger, however, is allowing this
survival technique turn into a habit of hoarding—when the desire
to “waste not, want not” generates unhealthy attitudes about
possessions. Left unchecked, frugality can lead to stinginess.
Today’s text calls the people to remember their past neediness
as a reminder to live generously in the present. The Israelites knew
poverty in Egypt (v. 18). Memory cautions them against selfishness
and toward practicing generosity. No longer impoverished themselves, the Israelites are called to use their harvest to bless others.
Many North American Mennonites no longer live in the poverty of the past. The invitation to live generously is still an invitation
for us as God’s people today. Jesus teaches his followers to trust in
God’s provision as a way of kingdom living (see Matthew 6). Such
trust requires remembering how God has provided for us and
then using this memory to provide generously for others.
—David Warkentin

RESPOND:

God, help me to remember my need for your
provision and in my remembering share generously with others.
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MAY

19

TUESDAY

The Gift of Holiness
O Lord, who may abide in your tent?
Who may dwell on your holy hill?
—Psalm 15:1

READ: Psalm 15
REFLECT: The process of spiritual cleansing and restoration is
hard work. Writer Dallas Willard refers to such a process as a “renovation of the heart.” Not unlike a standard for cleanliness, Psalm 15
sets a standard for a person’s character. A person must be blameless,
righteous, truthful, honorable, and generous. Unshakable. It can be
daunting. Does anyone live up to this standard?
Many of us echo the psalmist in asking, “Who may abide
in your tent? Who may dwell on your holy hill?” (v. 1). We risk
seeing the character traits set out in verses 2-5 as qualifications
for being in God’s presence. This interpretation makes us focus
on trying harder to be good people. But—as family life constantly
puts a home in need of cleaning—we repeatedly throw our lives
into the disarray of human imperfection and sin.
It’s good news that holiness is not a standard to be achieved
but a gift to be received. “[God] saved us and called us with a
holy calling, not according to our works but according to his own
purpose and grace. This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus”
(2 Timothy 1:9).
Some messes are too big to tackle alone. Such it is with
holiness. We live as faithful citizens of the kingdom only because
God works in us. It is dwelling with God in our most intimate
beings that leads to holiness. May we gratefully receive this gift.
May we celebrate and encourage God’s gift of holiness in all of
our relationships.
—David Warkentin

RESPOND:

God, when I’m tempted to think I can be faithful
by my own strength, remind me that holiness is a gift.
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MAY

20

WEDNESDAY

Rejecting Unrighteousness
Then you will be ashamed and dismayed
because of all your wickedness.
—Jeremiah 22:22

READ: Jeremiah 22:11-23
REFLECT: It is normal for children to use all means available
to them to get out from under the burden of household chores. In
their search for independence, adolescents often rebuff even the
smallest piece of advice from their parents. Thankfully, many kids
eventually learn to foster both independence and responsibility,
accepting judiciously their caregivers’ wisdom and instructions.
By some larger grace, even kids of irresponsible parents can learn
independence and responsibility.
Josiah was one of the few upright kings (2 Kings 22:2)
who ruled after King David. Both of Josiah’s sons, Shallum
and Jehoiakim, traded their father’s patterns of health and
wholeness for patterns of selfishness and injustice. As we read
today, Shallum and Jehoiakim’s shameless pursuit of power and
wealth angers God. They are eventually dethroned and exiled
(2 Chronicles 36:1-8).
No matter the nature of our parents’ lives, God always urges
us to learn both independence and responsibility in our journey of
faith. How have we mirrored the rebellion of King Josiah’s sons
by rebuffing wisdom? When have we pursued selfish goals instead
of seeking the good of our families, churches, and communities?
Let us reject any patterns of selfishness that we have inherited
or chosen. Let us align with the ways of wisdom modeled by
many in our great family of faith.
—David Warkentin

RESPOND:

Loving God, forgive our selfishness, free us from
bondage, and open our hearts to wisdom.
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MAY

21

THURSDAY

Follow King Jesus
Act with justice . . . do no wrong or violence to the alien, the
orphan, and the widow, or shed innocent blood in this place.
—Jeremiah 22:3

READ: Jeremiah 22:1-10
REFLECT: For some, the underlying motivation for spring
cleaning is to maintain a home that reflects the quality of their
lives. While this concept can certainly be taken to unhealthy
lengths, it reminds us that our physical habits reflect our hearts in
simple and profound ways. We are reminded of this as Jeremiah
contrasts godliness and ungodliness in today’s reading. One way
leads to life; the other, destruction.
We have many reasons to lament. God’s people have failed
to live up to the example that Jeremiah sets before us (vv. 1-4).
Our governments are mired in controversy and conflict. Our
churches judge and exclude like foolish children. We continually
allow selfishness to overcome generosity. We, the people of God,
fail time and again.
This is why Ascension Day is so important to Christians.
In response to our pathetic condition, God does not tell us to
try harder to be God’s people. Instead, God calls us to confess
that Jesus is ruler over all. Jesus is the one perfect example that
Jeremiah speaks of. Because of Jesus, we are God’s people.
The invitation, then, is not to be perfect examples ourselves
but rather to follow the perfect example we already have in
Jesus (see Matthew 16:24). Instead of trying harder to live up to
unbearable standards, we accept the invitation to follow our good
and perfect King.
—David Warkentin

RESPOND:

We bow before you, Jesus, our perfect king. We
are citizens of your kingdom.
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MAY

22

FRIDAY

Embrace Waiting
He ordered them not to leave Jerusalem,
but to wait there for the promise of the Father.
—Acts 1:4

READ: Acts 1:1-11
REFLECT: Few people appreciate waiting, especially for others.
We hate the helpless feeling of knowing there is nothing we can
do to speed up whatever process is holding up the other party.
This is particularly true when we ourselves have rushed to get to
a certain point. “Hurry up and wait” is a phrase my kids have
come to despise!
Acts 1:1-11, which includes Jesus’ great commission and ascension, is a window into what is involved in preparing for fullness
of life in God’s kingdom. The text is all about the importance of
waiting as a means of preparation. Jesus tells his disciples to wait
in Jerusalem. When they ask how long they will wait, Jesus invites
them to trust God’s timing. Waiting is key.
Jesus’s word to wait comes with an important promise: the
gift of God’s presence. Waiting prepares Jesus’ followers to rely
fully on the One who is already with us yet not fully revealed.
Waiting teaches us humility and trust in divine ways beyond
our comprehension.
Living in an impatient society, we need to be countercultural.
Let us value our moments of waiting as part of holy preparation
for full life in God’s kingdom.
—David Warkentin

RESPOND:

God, thank you for equipping us through
waiting to live faithfully as your people.
89

MAY

23

SATURDAY

God Is King
For the Lord, the Most High, is awesome,
a great king over all the earth.
—Psalm 47:2

READ: Psalm 47
REFLECT: Those of us who don’t usually get to our spring
cleaning often think of it as some sort of ideal. If only I could
clean my house to a certain standard, then I’d really be good.
We think of the standard of the “ideal Christian life” in the
same way. If only we could live up to that standard, then we’d
really be good. We commit excessive time and energy striving
for those things we think will make us good. In other words,
we worship them.
What is our standard? What image of a perfect home are
we striving for? What image of a perfect Christian life do we
anxiously pursue?
Ascension Day weekend is a good time to reflect on the
standards to which we dedicate our time, energy, and aspirations.
What have we placed on the pedestal of our lives as worthy
of worship? Today’s Bible passage reminds us of the risk of
worshiping the kings of the earth instead of the “King over all
the earth” (v. 2).
Psalm 47 helps to reorient us. Our standard should be one:
God’s reign as king over all the earth. All earthly standards and
rulers should exist in service of the one worthy King (v. 9). This
Ascension Day weekend, let us refocus on Jesus.
—David Warkentin

RESPOND:

God, we are prone to worship earthly rulers.
Reorient us to the one true King.
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MAY

24

SUNDAY

Present in Unity
And now I am no longer in the world,
but they are in the world.
—John 17:11

READ: John 17:1-11
REFLECT: What are the ways we expect society to “clean itself
up”? Whether through elections, economics, community development, or some other social pursuit, most North American citizens
have some sense of the need to improve society. As Christians, an
important question to ask ourselves is this: where is God’s kingdom
in these efforts?
In the face of climate change, political division, racial
inequality, war, and violence, our world’s problems can seem
insurmountable. While we may maintain some expectation that
our leaders will work for the good of society, we have grown
increasingly aware of their imperfections and limitations. We may
be tempted to embrace escapism—reducing our hope to escaping
a world bent on death and destruction.
In his prayers for his followers, Jesus rejects escapism. Jesus’
prayer implies that Christian presence in the world requires two
main things. First, Jesus followers are to be firmly “in the world”
(v. 11). Our citizenship in God’s kingdom does not liberate us
from the world’s problems . Rather, we are to be a presence in the
world by which others can encounter God. Second, Christians are
to be in the world in oneness (v. 11). We are to be fully present in
unity. In a time when society is increasingly polarized—including
amongst Christians—Jesus’ prayer is God’s admonishment to us.
We need to repent and work together toward being present in
unity to the world around us.
—David Warkentin

RESPOND:

God, equip us as your kingdom citizens to be
present in the world in unity with you and one another.
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25

MONDAY

Holy Ground
Know that I am with you
and will keep you wherever you go.
—Genesis 28:15

READ: Genesis 28:12-17
REFLECT: Stones marking a person’s final resting place connect
the past with the present and future. A stone engraved with name,
birth date, and death date is a lasting reminder that the person
existed. It marks a spot of remembrance for future generations.
We read today about a stone of remembrance at Bethel. Its
name means “house of God”; Bethel is holy ground. Jacob lays
his head and dreams of a heavenly stairway right where his
grandfather Abraham first built an altar to the Lord (Genesis
12:8). Here, God repeats the divine promise that the Jewish people
will have a homeland, be numerous, and bless the earth for
generations to come. Jacob marks the spot with a stone. It will be
revisited many times in the biblical narrative.
Jacob is moved to mark the spot when a dream fills him with
awe—even though he doesn’t fully understand what the dream
means. Perhaps the significance of the dream is not so much its
specific content but rather that God chooses to communicate with
Jacob at a fearful and uncertain time in Jacob’s life. Whatever
other message the dream communicates, it manifests God’s promise to be with him, always (v. 15).
If we are quiet and open to God’s leading, God will speak to
us, too. When God meets you in a distinct way, consider finding
a way to mark that holy ground and remember God’s presence
with you always.
—Amy Rinner Waddell

RESPOND:

Speak to me, O God, through places of remembrance and anew. May I know your voice when I hear it.
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26

TUESDAY

Things That Matter
Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother
by night, and went to Egypt.
—Matthew 2:14

READ: Matthew 2:13-15
REFLECT: Quick! Imagine that, in the middle of the night,
you’re told you must flee your home with only your essentials.
What do you grab? At one time, my answers would have been
my violin, wedding dress, and box of journals. I don’t know what
I’d say today. Insurance money can replace a musical instrument,
and I have no more need for a wedding dress. Old diaries can be
interesting, but how would reviewing those often-mundane daily
details make my life better now?
It truly was a matter of life and death when Joseph and Mary
fled by night to save their baby son. This peasant family would
have had little to take with them—likely only the clothes on their
backs and a bit of food and money. They probably didn’t even
think twice about what to pack; their entire focus was on Jesus.
Things are just things. Professional organizer Marie Kondo
challenges her clients to evaluate each of their belongings by
asking, “Does this bring me joy?” If it doesn’t, she says, free
yourself of it.
Keeping only what contributes to real joy—be they ideas,
habits, or material things—can help us to keep life in perspective
and keep us nimble. It can keep our focus on Jesus.
—Amy Rinner Waddell

RESPOND:

God, help me to know what gets in the way
of the life you desire for me. Help me to get rid of those those
things. Keep my vision clear, Jesus, and on you.
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27

WEDNESDAY

Prone to Wander
When Israel was a child, I loved him, and out of Egypt I called my
son. The more I called them, the more they went from me.
—Hosea 11:1,2

READ: Hosea 11:1-2, 7-10
REFLECT: Years ago, before I had children myself, I remember
being taken aback when an older mother said to a new one, “He’s
going to break something precious of yours. He’s going to disappoint you sometimes.” She encouraged the mother to love her son
unconditionally, regardless of what her child would break or how
he would disappoint.
Parental concern doesn’t stop with childrearing. Recently, a
friend said to me of her struggles with her 20-something child: “A
parent never anticipates that their adult children will bring them
so much heartache.”
My friend’s admission parallels what God says of the Israelites
in today’s Bible passage: “The more I called them, the more they
went from me” (v. 2). God loves Israel unconditionally as a father
or mother loves a child. How could it not break God’s heart to see
Israel turn away and worship false idols?
But the story isn’t done! Hosea prophesies that God will call
out as a lion roars, and the errant children will return home.
We are God’s precious children. God will never reject or turn
away from us. God’s steadfast love for us as children is so strong,
it continues despite our turning away from the One who created
us. That knowledge is our strength.
—Amy Rinner Waddell

RESPOND:

Prone to wander, Lord I feel it, prone to leave
the God I love. Here’s my heart, O take and seal it, seal it for thy
courts above. —Robert Robinson
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THURSDAY

Forgiveness and New Beginnings
Perhaps this is the reason he was separated from you . . . so that
you might have him back forever . . . a beloved brother.
—Philemon 15-16

READ: Philemon 8-21
REFLECT: Think back to a time when you sought forgiveness
from someone for something significant. Maybe you committed
the grievance at work, or perhaps you hurt a family member.
Being in need of forgiveness is never easy and neither is asking for
it, but, as we read today, it’s the way to freedom.
Forgiveness and freedom are at the heart of the book of
Philemon. Paul counts on fellow believer Philemon to take back
and forgive the escaped slave Onesimus—who, in addition to
escaping, has likely stolen from his master. Paul has already set
forth the radical idea that former roles no longer matter among
fellow Christians, saying “There is no longer . . . slave or free . . .
all of you are one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians 3:28). Now, Paul is
asking Philemon to scour out his existing ideas about master and
slave and consider Onesimus an equal.
Onesimus doesn’t escape his past when he becomes a
Christian. He must accept the consequences of his actions; he
must courageously face the danger of returning to Philemon. We
aren’t certain of the result of Paul’s letter to Philemon, but tradition says that Philemon was able to perceive his former slave in a
new light, as a brother in Christ, and not only forgave Onesimus
but also granted him freedom.
By practicing generosity and forgiveness, we see others as
Christ sees us. Christ frees us from former hierarchies and
remakes us into equal, beloved kin.
—Amy Rinner Waddell

RESPOND:

God who loves all equally and calls all to
freedom, teach me to forgive those who have wronged me.
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FRIDAY

What Is Good
Let love be genuine; hate what is evil,
hold fast to what is good.
—Romans 12:9

READ: Romans 12:9-16
REFLECT: Last summer, I experienced two trials involving my
immediate family. What should have been occasions for extreme
happiness unexpectedly became times of disappointment and
sadness. The year wasn’t turning out as I’d hoped or imagined.
Circumstances felt unjust, and I wanted to set them right.
I knew my doubting, judgmental attitude toward both myself
and others needed to change. I had an idea. I took a sheet of
poster paper and filled it with affirmative words: love, compassion, truth, gratitude, encouragement, acceptance, joy, among
others. I hung the poster where I could see it every day and began
repeating these words to myself on daily walks and when negative
thoughts began to overwhelm me. I would say over and over,
“I choose . . . ” followed by the terms I’d written on the poster.
Picturing the poster helped to cement those traits in my mind and
gave me strength to deal with day-to-day challenges.
A heart filled with helpful, positive thoughts has less room for
negative ones. Read today’s passage on love one more time. See
how many words of encouragement you find. Pick at least one
and make it your word to live out for the day or week.
—Amy Rinner Waddell

RESPOND:

Today, Lord, I resolve to hold fast to what is
good. Help me to be joyful in hope, patient in suffering, and
faithful in prayer.
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MAY

30

SATURDAY

Taken by Surprise
My soul glorifies the Lord
and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.
—Luke 1:46-47 NIV

READ: Luke 1:39-57
REFLECT: When life catches me by surprise, a song of praise
isn’t what first comes to mind. Losing my job without warning?
No, didn’t feel much like praising. Cancer diagnosis? Definitely
not. Repeated hurt by someone close to me? Only sadness. These
events felt like being on a train ride, happily enjoying the trip and
looking forward to the destination, then having the train stop
suddenly in the middle of nowhere and being told, “You have to
get off now. Find your own way.”
I’m trying to put myself in the sandals of Mary, who was
shocked to hear that she was to become the mother of God’s
son. If this young girl expressed any uncertainty about her
surprise maternal role, we aren’t told about it. We only have her
song of acceptance and praise, the Magnificat. Bolstered by a
new intimacy with God, Mary’s heart rejoices as she continues
on her life path.
When we are confronted with a situation that puts an unexpected turn in our path, our heart may know God is ultimately in
charge but our head might be slower to get the message. This is
a time to say, “Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not
rely on your own understanding” (Proverbs 3:5 NET) and to draw
near to God’s promises. Intimacy with God through God’s word
will build trust.
—Amy Rinner Waddell

RESPOND:

When I don’t know how to cope with what life
gives me, I put my trust in you, my Savior.
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MAY

31

SUNDAY

Inspired by the Spirit
When he had said this, he breathed on them
and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.”
—John 20:22

READ: John 20:19-23
REFLECT: In Genesis 2:7, God gives life to the first human
being through divine breath. “The Lord God formed man from
the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath
of life; and the man became a living being.” That was the first
Adam. On the evening of the resurrection, Jesus—the new
Adam—breathes altogether new life into his disciples, bestowing
on them the Holy Spirit (John 20:22). Before long, when the Holy
Spirit comes in a mighty wind on the day of Pentecost, the whole
church is empowered with that same Spirit (Acts 2:1-3).
I sometimes practice mindful meditation with deep, slow, and
rhythmic breathing. The exercise fills my lungs with air that feels
fresh and new. It reminds me of the breath of the Holy Spirit,
fresh and new, inspiring me to carry on Christ’s work on earth.
The Holy Spirit inspires us. It’s appropriate that the word
inspire has two definitions: 1) to infuse with thought, ideas or life;
2) to breathe. Both meanings are present in this passage. Today, on
Pentecost, may the Spirit breathe new life upon you, and may you
be inspired to do good works as the Spirit of Christ leads you.
—Amy Rinner Waddell

RESPOND:

Breathe on me, breath of God, fill me with life
anew, that I may love the way you love, and do what you would
do. —Edwin Hatch
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DIVINE TOUCH
Haikus
by Elfrieda Schroeder

.............

Pussy Willow tree
Bending low over the lake
Why are you weeping?

Blue Jay flashing wings
Among green leaves just
sprouting
“Happy Spring” it shouts
to my wounded wintry heart!

It’s Friday and cold
I long for Easter Sunday
For warm sun rising.

.............
God of wonders, YOU
Creator of everything
We entreat you now
You see it all so clearly
Help us here below!

Sap stirs within me
The breeze whispers a promise
Of new life to come.
Air fresh and so sharp
Trilling of birds in the trees
It is time for spring!
.............
Dressed in its glory
This tree is ready for spring
Making my heart sing!
Clothed in great splendour
So fresh, so new, so lovely
What will summer bring?
Maturing of leaves
Strengthening of branch and
trunk
A settling down time.
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DIVINE TOUCH
Continued from previous page

Psalm 23 in A
by Elfrieda Schroeder

Abba is my Alpha and my Omega.
Absolute rest beside green pastures and aquamarine streams
acquiesce my soul to acquire the right paths
for my Abba’s sake.
I am not afraid even though I walk through dark alleys.
Abba, you are with me.
Your arms around me
give me absolute assurance.
Abundance at my table amazes my archenemies
You annoint my head with oil.
Abba, it is above and beyond what I need!
Astounding assurance of your absolute love
assists me always.
I will abide in Abba’s abode all of my days.
Elfrieda Schroeder belongs to Jubilee Mennonite Church, Winnipeg,
Manitoba, where she is a deacon and worship leader. She enjoys reading,
writing, translating, and spending time with grandchildren.
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PRAISE & PRAYER
FROM OUR CHURCH AGENCIES

I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you
in my prayers. —Ephesians 1:16
MARCH 1–7

to encourage them to attend seminary. (Eastern Mennonite Seminary)

Sunday, March 1. Give thanks for
the children in your congregation.
Pray they receive a special blessing
as they learn about Christian faith
and what it means to follow Jesus.

Friday, March 6. Pray that Virginia
Mennonite Missions worker
Jason Wagner will boldly represent Christ, embodying his love
and life as he serves as a chaplain
at the Rockingham/Harrisonburg
Regional Jail in Virginia.

Monday, March 2. Pray for
those attending the joint conference of Deep Faith and Pastors
and Leaders 2020 at Anabaptist
Mennonite Biblical Seminary today
through Thursday. Participants
are focusing on faith formation
in a digitally saturated culture.

Saturday, March 7. Pray for
planners and participants of
Mennonite Central Committee’s
centennial 2020 celebration events
in places like Bolivia, Switzerland,
Ukraine, Nicaragua, Canada, and
the U.S. Praise God for MCC’s
ministry in 53 countries.

Tuesday, March 3. Mennonite
Church Canada Witness workers
Bock Ki Kim and Sook Kyoung
Park develop Anabaptist resources
in the Korean language. Translating,
writing, and presentations need
faithful efforts. Praise God for
providing them with wisdom,
inspiration, and persistence.

MARCH 8–14
Sunday, March 8. Pray for God
to provide quiet moments of solitude for reflection, repentance,
and prayer during this season of
Lent. (Mennonite Church USA)

Wednesday, March 4. Pray for
David and Sophia Lapp Jost in their
first year of a Mennonite Mission
Network assignment in Germany,
working with the German Mennonite
Peace Committee (David) and a
Mennonite church (Sophia).

Monday, March 9. Praise God
with Mennonite Church Canada
Witness workers Tom and Christine
Poovong for a new church planting team in northeastern Thailand
called Friends of Grace Church
Association that has planted 30
congregations in less than a year.

Thursday, March 5. Pray for young
adults in your community that are
being called to study theological edu- Tuesday, March 10. This month,
cation, and pray for the opportunity Mary Raber of Mennonite Mission
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Network is providing historical background for Mennonite
Central Committee’s 100th anniversary of relief work in Ukraine.
Pray for energy as she adds this
to her normal ministry load.

this ministry of music and scripture
reading has blessed participants.

Wednesday, March 11. Pray for
the ministry of CommonWord,
Mennonite Church Canada’s
Resource Centre, connecting congregations and individuals with
Anabaptist and other materials
through sales, loans, and downloads.

Monday, March 16. Pray for
the country of Burundi and that
the work of Mennonite Central
Committee staff and peacebuilding
partners will bear fruit. May alternatives to violence prevail.

Tuesday, March 17. Mennonite
Mission Network requests prayer
for Jason Boone as he coordinates
the Peace and Justice Support
Network that provides resources to
Thursday, March 12. Pray for
congregations and individuals for
Eastern Mennonite Missions workers nonviolent, active peacemaking.
Leon and Naomi Zimmerman as
Wednesday, March 18. Pray for
they prepare leadership training
the newly opened Anabaptist
materials for upcoming trips. Ask
Studies Centre in Eastern China.
for safety in travel as they resource
Pray that the lay leaders studychurches around the world.
ing there will respond to and
Friday, March 13. Christian
be inspired by what they hear.
Peacemaker Teams requests prayer
(Mennonite Church Canada)
for asylum seekers trying to enter
Thursday, March 19. As we welcome
the U.S. They bear anxieties for
spring, pray “to be renewed in the
themselves and their families. Pray
spirit of [our] minds, and to put on
for empathy and understanding by
the new self, created after the likeness
customs officers at the border.
of God in true righteousness and
Saturday, March 14. This month,
holiness.” (Ephesians 4:23-24 ESV)
Mennonite Mission Network
Friday, March 20. Pray for the
requests prayer for DOOR as the
Eastern Mennonite University’s
program hosts high school and
college groups during spring break to Board of Trustees as they
meet today and tomorrow.
learn about faith, race, and justice.
MARCH 15–21
Sunday, March 15. Canadian
Mennonite University alumni
have faithfully planned and led
monthly vesper services for 23
seasons. Thank God for the way

Saturday, March 21. Pray that as
more people are displaced than
ever, Mennonite Central Committee
will receive the resources to scale
up their work with displaced
families in Syria, DR Congo,
Chad, Ecuador, and Canada.
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MARCH 22–28
Sunday, March 22. Remember
Virginia Mennonite Missions
workers Rafael and Solange Tartari,
as they relate to many different kinds
of people and engage in multiple ministries while serving at the
Mennonite church in Lezhë, Albania.

work with Shine: Living in God’s
Light Sunday school curriculum.
Saturday, March 28. Pray for
Mennonite World Conference
meetings in Abbotsford, BC:
RENEWAL 2027 (March 28), and
Executive Board (March 30–April
2). Pray for leaders and churches
of British Columbia as they gather
to celebrate their unity in Christ.

Monday, March 23. Give thanks for
the many volunteers and donors who
faithfully support the work of the
MARCH 29–APRIL 4
church and its ministries. Pray they
Sunday, March 29. Four years
receive a special blessing for their
ago church leaders across Canada
contributions of time and money.
gathered in Ottawa to express
Tuesday, March 24. George and
their denominations’ commitTobia Veith work at building relament to adopt and comply with
tionships in China. Pray that their
the UN Declaration on the Rights
teaching, training, and translation
of Indigenous Peoples. Pray that
work will continue to be inspiring
churches would embody the stanfor them and useful to the church in dards of the declaration in solidarity
China. (Mennonite Church Canada) with the vulnerable and oppressed.
Wednesday, March 25. Pray for
wisdom and perseverance for Eastern
Mennonite Missions worker Lea
(name withheld for security reasons)
as she relates to those in East Asia
who are interested in learning more
about her relationship with God.

Monday, March 30. Pray for
Diana Cruz and Felipe Preciado,
sent by the Mennonite Church in
Colombia and serving through
Mennonite Mission Network, as
they work at the La Casa Grande
children’s village in Benin.

Thursday, March 26. Pray for
wisdom, discernment and safe travel
for our church and conference
leaders attending the meeting of the
Constituency Leaders Council (CLC)
of Mennonite Church USA in Kansas
City, Missouri, today and tomorrow.

Tuesday, March 31. Coffee for Peace
is a ministry of PeaceBuilders communities in Mindanao, Philippines.
Pray for Joji Pantoja as she directs
this ministry of inclusive development. (Mennonite Church Canada)

Friday, March 27. Give thanks
for Joan Daggett, project director, and Chrissie Walls and Rachel
Nussbaum Eby, editors, in their

Wednesday, April 1. Pray for
the heads of schools and administrators at our Mennonite
schools, colleges, and universities.
(Mennonite Education Agency)
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Thursday, April 2. Recruiting for
Mennonite Central Committee’s
SALT program begins. Pray that
committed young adults will step
forward in faith to serve in lifechanging relief, development, and
peace initiatives around the world.

Wednesday, April 8. Mennonite
Mission Network requests prayer
for Freddy and Margrit Kipfer
Barrón, serving the Bolivia
Mennonite Church through
youth ministries, pastoral care,
and training church leaders.

Friday, April 3. Mennonite Mission
Network requests prayer for the
Francophone Theological Network
steering committee meeting this
month in Benin to lay foundations
for online Anabaptist classes to
serve the French-speaking world.

Thursday, April 9. Mennonite
Church Canada Witness worker
Sook Kyoung Park runs an afterschool program in Korea. Pray for
her as she teaches the children how
to love, to be honest, to respect each
other, and to share God’s love.

Saturday, April 4. Natural disasters
cause damage and destruction in
many places around North America.
Pray for the safety of the many
Mennonite Disaster Service volunteers working on various jobsites.

Friday, April 10. Give thanks for
Amy Gingerich, executive director of
MennoMedia. Pray that she continues to find strength and energy
in this role, providing leadership to
staff and meeting with constituents.

APRIL 5–11

Saturday, April 11. Give thanks
for the pastors and leaders of
your congregation. Pray they have
wisdom and energy as they serve.

Sunday, April 5. Give thanks for
those involved in youth ministries in
our Mennonite congregations across
the US and Canada. Pray for creativity and commitment as they encourage our youth to join God’s mission.

APRIL 12–18

Sunday, April 12. As we celebrate
Easter, let us be thankful for the
Monday, April 6. Give thanks for
gift of salvation and pray that we
those who faithfully serve our conmay be emboldened to share the
ferences, churches, schools, colleges, good news of healing and remissions, and ministries. Ask God to demptive love with those around
bless them. (Mennonite Church USA) us. (Mennonite Church USA)
Tuesday, April 7. Pray for young
adults in Wales, UK, to join the
Going Public internship, which
provides opportunities for individuals to work with youth
or children, community work,
social action, and creative arts.
(Eastern Mennonite Missions)

Monday, April 13. Thank God for
Crystal and Charles Conklin, who
are serving as Mennonite Central
Committee representatives for
Cambodia and Myanmar. Pray for
them as they work with partner
organizations in Phnom Penh.

104

Tuesday, April 14. Mennonite
Mission Network requests prayer
for DOOR City Directors who
are hiring local young adults as
Discern summer staff to lead weeklong Discover groups in exploring
faith and vocational discernment.

Partners in China. Pray that their
lives and service will be a blessing to
the communities where they serve.

Tuesday, April 21. Mennonite World
Conference fosters relationship and
connections among 107 Anabaptist
national churches globally. Pray
Wednesday, April 15. Pray that work for this witness of unity amid
relationships will give a Virginia
diversity in the body of Christ.
Mennonite Missions couple many
Wednesday, April 22. Dan and
opportunities for faith sharing
Kathryn Smith Derksen reand discipleship in Central Asia.
turned from four years with
Pray for maturity and unity among
Mennonite Mission Network
Central Asian Christian believers.
in South Africa. Pray for them
Thursday, April 16. Pray for
and their two sons as they adjust
wisdom and clarity of vision for the to life in the United States.
Anabaptist Biblical Seminary Board
Thursday, April 23. Pray for stuof Directors as they meet this week.
dents at Columbia Bible College
Friday, April 17. Pray for Mennonite as they study for final exams and
Church Canada Witness worker Tom finish the academic year well. Pray
Poovong as he ministers to Phuthai
for students completing their edpeople of Mid-Mekong region. He
ucation to transition well into
praises God for the openness in this
the next chapter of their lives.
group, which is home to his mother.
Friday, April 24. The Executive
Saturday, April 18. Pray for the
Board of Mennonite Church USA
country of Burundi as it preis meeting in Philadelphia this
pares for elections in April
weekend. Please pray for wisdom,
2020 and that peace prevails
discernment and safe travel.
under the possibility of unrest.
Saturday, April 25. Thank God for
(Mennonite Central Committee)
the students at Canadian Mennonite
APRIL 19–25
University who have completed their
degree programs and will celebrate
Sunday, April 19. Praise God for
their accomplishments at a confaithful Sunday school teachers. May vocation service this afternoon.
God bless them as they teach, and
may adults and children who are in
APRIL 26–MAY 2
their classes be open to learning.
Sunday, April 26. Give thanks for
Monday, April 20. Pray for six
people who generously donate
intern teachers who are teaching in
time, energy, finances, and talents
Chinese universities with Mennonite for the work of Mennonite
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Church Canada and Mennonite
Church USA. May they be richly
blessed as they contribute.

them as leaders for God’s reconciling mission in the world.

Monday, April 27. Pray for Eastern
Mennonite Missions worker Wendell
Nofziger as he gives leadership
at Academia Los Pinares, and for
his wife, Melanie, as she disciples
women in Honduras. Pray for
good friends for their children.
Tuesday, April 28. Thank God
that Dann and Joji Pantoja’s ministry in the Philippines is vibrant
and growing with peacebuilding
communities speaking a coherent,
inspiring, and contagious message
of shalom based on the transformative power of Jesus Christ.
(Mennonite Church Canada)

Saturday, May 2. Pray for Eastern
Mennonite Seminary students completing their seminary studies and
looking for ministry opportunities
following graduation on May 3.
MAY 3–9
Sunday, May 3. Today is Many
Peoples Sunday, which celebrates
the diversity of God’s multicultural church. Pray that we grow
into God’s vision of being a
people of God’s light and welcome
gifts of all cultures and nations.
(Mennonite Church USA)

Monday, May 4. Pray for students of Conrad Grebel University
College, graduating from University
Wednesday, April 29. Mennonite
of Waterloo. Give thanks for
Mission Network praises God
their years of learning and pray
for the Evangelization Through
Literacy program initiated by women that they find purposeful work
that reveals God’s glory.
leaders of the three Congolese
Mennonite denominations. Pray
Tuesday, May 5. Lift up Eastern
for hundreds of adult literacy
Mennonite Missions workers Ben
teachers sharing God’s love.
and Lena (names changed for security reasons) as they continue their
Thursday, April 30. Christian
ministry of bringing fresh water
Peacemaker Teams requests prayer
to many people in Southeast Asia.
for the rural children of Colombia
who often can’t go to school because Pray that they would know when
to take a break from their work.
of armed conflict in the area. Pray
they not accept candy from soldiers
who hope to get information.
Friday, May 1. Give thanks for
students as they graduate from
Anabaptist Mennonite Biblical
Seminary (Elkhart, Indiana). Ask
God to guide them and bless

Wednesday, May 6. Mennonite
Mission Network requests prayer
for Deb Byler as she works with
Kekchi Mennonite Church women
in Guatemala. Pray for her as she
helps develop training materials.
Thursday, May 7. Mennonite Church
Canada Witness worker Bock Ki
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Kim presents to various churches
and denominations in Korea on
Anabaptist history, community,
peace theology and spirituality.
Pray for wisdom and boldness to
share the gospel of Jesus Christ
with an Anabaptist perspective.

Wednesday, May 13. Pray for
Mennonite Central Committee’s
partners in Syria, that they would
have the strength, means, and
support to continue rebuilding
their communities and their lives
after more than nine years of war.

Friday, May 8. Pray for Kristen and
Wawa Chege as the new Mennonite
Central Committee area directors
for East Africa and for Ken and
Laura Litwiller as they complete
their assignment in that role.

Thursday, May 14. Pray for Tom
and Christine Poovong and their
team as they consider planting peace
churches in southern Thailand.
Pray that God will give wisdom
and insight into the situation there.
(Mennonite Church Canada)

Saturday, May 9. Pray for seniors
graduating from our Mennonite
high schools as they discern
their next steps and career paths.
(Mennonite Education Agency)

Friday, May 15. Pray for Glen
Guyton, executive director of
Mennonite Church USA, as he travels
across the country, meeting with
church leaders and congregations.

MAY 10–16
Sunday, May 10. Pray for Mennonite
Church Canada International
worker families (Veith, Park/Kim,
and Pantoja) who all have adult
children living in North America.
Pray that these parents will be able
to support their young adult children
despite the miles that separate them.
Monday, May 11. Pray for the
families displaced by disasters
and for the work of Mennonite
Disaster Service volunteers who
help them return to their homes.

Saturday, May 16. Pray for the
Palestinian people who live in
Al-Khalil. Pray for their safety,
especially when Israeli settlers
take away their homes. Pray that
settlers may come to understand
the wrongness of their actions.
(Christian Peacemaker Teams)
MAY 17–23

Sunday, May 17. Mennonite
Mission Network requests prayer
for the peace witness of Mennonites
in Burkina Faso. The country
has experienced coup attempts,
Tuesday, May 12. Mennonite Mission bombings, and violence directed
Network requests prayer for the
at Christians in recent years.
Mennonite Voluntary Service units
in Tucson, Arizona; San Francisco;
Monday, May 18. Pray for the
Alamosa, Colorado; Chicago;
volunteers and staff at Mennonite
Washington, D.C.; Manhattan, New Central Committee’s thrift shops
York; and Aibonito, Puerto Rico.
throughout the U.S and Canada,
raising vital financial support for
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MCC’s relief, development, and
peace work around the world.

who serve in their home communities in Africa and Asia.

Tuesday, May 19. Mennonite
Mission Network partners with
many ministries in Botswana. Pray
for sports clubs, primary school
students and their teachers, refugees, and the churches that care for
people in these concrete ways.

MAY 24–30

Wednesday, May 20. Praise God
for the opportunities Andres
Prins, Christian-Muslim Relations
Team member, has had to witness
to Christ’s power. Pray that
the seeds sown will produce
abundant fruit for God’s glory.
(Eastern Mennonite Missions)
Thursday, May 21. Pray for the
Mennonite Indigenous delegation
that is traveling to Sioux Falls,
South Dakota, to participate in
the North American Indigenous
Institute for Theological Studies.
Pray for joy as they continue to
learn how to respect Indigenous
spirituality in its own right.
Friday, May 22. Preparations
for the next Mennonite World
Conference Assembly in Semarang,
Indonesia (July 2021) are gaining
momentum. Pray for the National
Advisory Council as they work
with MWC to plan this gathering of global Anabaptists.
Saturday, May 23. Mennonite
Mission Network requests prayer
for safety and fruitful ministry
for community health evangelists, both expatriates and those

Sunday, May 24. Virginia Mennonite
Missions workers Lee and Peg
Martin serve with SWAP (Sharing
with Appalachian People) in West
Virginia. Pray for them as they
prepare for the busy summer
season, including hosting teams.
Monday, May 25. Mennonite
Church USA asks that we pray for
“the peace of God, which transcends all understanding,” that
we may be instruments of God’s
love and harmony in the world.
Tuesday, May 26. Mennonite
Mission Network’s Service Adventure
units are beginning to bring closure
to their experience. Pray for faithful
discernment and smooth transitions
to what comes next in their lives.
Wednesday, May 27. Pray for Bethel
University’s Board of Trustees as
they meet today and tomorrow. Ask
God for wisdom and guidance.
Thursday, May 28. Pray for
Eastern Mennonite Seminary
faculty as they teach summer
courses including intensive hybrid,
online, and on campus courses.
Friday, May 29. Give thanks for
all those who serve in leadership and decisionmaking roles at
Goshen College. Pray especially
for the Goshen College board of
directors as they meet this week.
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Saturday, May 30. The admissions
team at Columbia Bible College is
busy visiting churches, participating
in college fairs, and hosting prospective students on Columbia’s View
Days. Pray for wisdom in their conversations with students who would
benefit from attending Columbia.
MAY 31
Sunday, May 31. Today is Pentecost
Sunday. May we be filled with
the Holy Spirit to be instruments
of peace in our local communities and around the world.

“Barn Kittens”
by Leslie Hawthorne Klingler
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OUR WRITERS
Melodie Davis (March 1) is a writer and editor in Linville, Virginia. She recently
retired after more than 43 years of employment with MennoMedia and its
predecessors. Author of nine books, she has three adult daughters and five grandsons. She and her husband, Stuart, are active members of a small mission-focused
congregation in Harrisonburg.
Elaine Maust (March 2–8) is a writer, pastor, and spiritual director who loves
to give things away. She is copastor of Jubilee Mennonite Church in Meridian,
Mississippi, with Duane Maust, her husband (who tries to keep moving, be
useful, and look new), who will never be given away.
Bev Regier (March 9–15) lives on a Kansas farm with her husband, Chuck,
and their dog, Fritz. She loves learning by listening to podcasts and audiobooks
throughout most of her daily tasks. Mother of seven adults and grandmother of
four, she attends First Mennonite Church in Newton, Kansas.
Barbara Krehbiel Gehring (March 16–22) moved to Lombard, Illinois, in May
2019. Lombard claims to be the lilac capital of the world—a lovely fit for
Barbara, whose favorite flower has always been lilacs. Barbara and her husband,
Richard, are copastors at Lombard Mennonite Church. They find much joy in
their two young adult daughters and son-in-law.
Dennis Fast (March 23–29) is care pastor at Hope Kingsburg church in Reedley,
California, after 35 years as a lead pastor with various congregations. He is
interim district minister for the Mennonite Brethren’s Pacific District. Parents of
three adult children and grandparents of 14, he and his wife, Connie, live on a
small ranch with their daughter and her family.
Naomi Weaver (March 30–April 5) is a retired nurse educator living in a large
retirement center with her six siblings and in-laws. They get together weekly for
food and games. She enjoys ladies’ Bible study, writing, gardening, and playing
Scrabble, Rook, and Hand-and-Foot with other residents. She has finished her
project of crocheting afghans for more than 85 great-nieces and nephews. She
attends church services at the retirement center where she lives.
Mary Raber (April 6–12) teaches church history and other subjects at Odessa
Theological Seminary in Ukraine, sponsored by Mennonite Mission Network.
She is a member of St. Louis Mennonite Fellowship in Missouri.
Kathryn Glanzer (April 13-19), of Hillsboro, Kansas, loves to write, paint,
garden, and cook. She teaches as an adjunct professor at Tabor College and
works with her husband, Chris, at Glanzer Pro Audio, a family business. She is
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OUR WRITERS
mother to Anna (20) and Paul (16), who keep her busy attending performances
and sporting events. She attends Hillsboro Mennonite Brethren Church.
Paul Cumin (April 20–26) is senior pastor at Lendrum Mennonite Church in
Edmonton, Alberta. A frequent fly-fisher in the eastern slopes and foothills of the
Rocky Mountains, he and his wife have three teenage kids.
Gloria Y. Diener (April 27–May 3), of Harrisonburg, Virginia, is a spiritual
director and freelance writer. A member of Park View Mennonite Church, she
enjoys quilting, gardening, and spending time with her grandchildren.
Aimee Reid (May 4–10), of Hamilton, Ontario, is a children’s author and
a mom of three. She calls Philippians 4:8 the focus of her work and enjoys
the practice of seeking what is good. Aimee and her family attend Hamilton
Mennonite Church.
Connie Nicholson (May 11–17) is a full-time children’s pastor at North Fresno
Church in California. By day, Connie can be found writing curriculum, decorating wall space, preparing crafts, or organizing neighborhood events. By night,
she studies for her master’s degree in New Testament theology while keeping
up with her three active (nearly adult!) children through theater, music, board
games, and movies.
David Warkentin (May 18–24) teaches theology and culture at Columbia Bible
College in Abbotsford, British Columbia. He is also faculty director of Columbia
One and General Studies at the college. The parents of two children, he and
his wife are lay leaders in a multicultural church, The Life Centre, a Mennonite
Brethren congregation.
Amy Rinner Waddell (May 25–31) of Abbotsford, British Columbia, is a member
of Emmanuel Mennonite Church. She finds great joy in music and writing. She
has played violin with the Fraser Valley Symphony for 34 years, works as a
provincial correspondent for Canadian Mennonite magazine, and is employed
part-time at Abbotsford’s trade and convention center. Amy and her husband,
Mark, are the parents of three young adult children.
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