MESSENGER –
October 2020
Dear partners in ministry,
October brings a few changes! Beginning October 4th, we are
changing our worship schedule on Sunday morning changes to
include a 9 AM online service and a 10:30 AM outdoors service.
This allows us to extend the window of time we can offer an
outdoor worship service. And while we don’t yet have clarity on
our worship plans for once it becomes too cold to gather outdoors, our reopening team
continues to meet to figure those options out.
How can you help with that? In our weekly emails for Sunday October 4th and October 11th,
you will find a link to a brief two-minute survey. Please complete the few questions you find
there! While we did a survey in the springtime, many things have changed since then. Our
hope is that this brief survey will give us better information about where we are as a
congregation for our worship preferences amidst COVID-19.
October also brings several special Sundays. These include:
Calumet Takeover (Oct 4): Our digital service will be led by folks in our congregation
who are involved with Camp Calumet’s ministries. Some underwent a Counselor In Training
(CIT) program this summer over Zoom for the first time; others have a longer history—all are
in it to lead us in praise of Christ to the tune of Boom Chicka Boom!
Blessing of the Animals (Oct 11): Online and in-person, we will offer thanks to God for
the companionship of the good creatures God created. We invite you to submit a photo of
your family pet to feature in our digital service by emailing office@goodshepherdcares.org by
October 4th. You can also bring a photo, stuffed animal, or well-behaved pet to our in-person
worship on Sunday for a special blessing.
Blessing of the Musicians (Oct 18): Giving thanks to God for the ministry of music at
Good Shepherd, our service this day will celebrate our musical heritage and participants.
Reformation/Confirmation (Oct 25): Remember to wear your red as we
commemorate the posting of Luther’s 95 Theses, which kickstarted the Reformation. On this
auspicious day, we also confirm the youth of Good Shepherd who have been preparing for this
spiritual milestone where they take full ownership of the promises made on their behalf at
their baptisms.

October brings some preparation for our congregation meeting, which will take place over
zoom on Sun. Nov. 15th (save the date!). At that meeting, we will vote on our 2021 budget,
and each year we seek to have a “town hall” meeting for anyone to gather information on the
proposed budget and ask any questions they may have. Our finance committee is working on
that budget, and we have planned that town hall meeting over zoom for Tuesday Oct. 20th at 7
PM. If you are concerned about how to use zoom, please contact the church office, and we
will do our best to walk you through it.
In addition to voting on next year’s budget, we will elect people to the church council and
positions of leadership in the congregation. Our nominating committee of Bruce Grams, Julie
Hamilton Grant, and Julie Schwingbeck are meeting over the next few weeks to discern who
those leaders might be. Could God be calling you to step forward in leadership at Good
Shepherd? If so, please be in contact with any of those three people or one of the pastors.
While all these things are happening at Good Shepherd, I also know there are so many things
happening within our country and within the news. In addition to the pandemic, we have news
around the upcoming election, a Supreme Court vacancy, forest fires in the Western U.S.,
efforts for racial justice, and plenty more. It is a time where we can easily feel overwhelmed. I
pray that each of us remembers our true identity lies in who God has claimed us to be: “no
longer strangers and aliens, but citizens with the saints also members of the household of
God” (Ephesians 2:19). And out of that God-given nature, may we be salt for the earth and
light for the world, standing as witnesses to God’s love which re-shapes the world around us.
Walking with you,
Pastor Jeff

Our Worship Texts this Season
This fall, we enter into the last half of the Season after Pentecost, which clocks in as the
longest season of the church year. It stretches all the way from the Sundays after Pentecost
(which falls in May or June) until the last Sunday before Advent (December).
In this last half of the season, you might notice that our readings get a little…apocalyptic.
Narratively speaking, Jesus is in the SAME PLACE from late September until November:
preaching in the Temple in Jerusalem just days before his death. He tells some of his most
intimidating parables in this time, tales of crisis and judgement. As the shadow of the cross
grows darker, Jesus knows: he’s got only days to get his disciples to understand that the kindom of God is coming, and the end is near.
But is it the end? While we usually think of “apocalypse” as indicating the end of things, the
word at its root means “revelation.” Jesus’ death on the cross unveils a new reality: one in
which Death no longer has the last word, and the power of sin is broken.

As God’s reign comes, what is ending, and what is beginning? This theological question has
bearing on our lives outside of Sunday morning. We are in the midst of a new chapter of racial
reckoning, in the middle of an election season of unusual contention and partisanship, fully
engaged in an ongoing pandemic. Our human kinship and familial connections to God matter
more than ever. It is in God’s kin-dom, fully inaugurated in Jesus’ death for us, that we truly
understand that we are kin to one another.
We have chosen worship texts for this season that reflect these truths. The texts emerge
from work that Pastor Larson does yearly on a retreat with four other clergy colleagues.
Together they look at the coming liturgical seasons, discussing and workshopping preaching
arcs and liturgical texts. Good Shepherd adapts some of this work for the worship of our
assembly, and we were drawn to this set of texts and its two implicit questions that will
accompany us throughout these coming weeks: in each parable of judgment that Jesus tells in
his final days, what is ending, and what is beginning?
May these questions open for us a more profound reflection in our daily lives on how God is
calling us to grow, nurture, and make disciples in Christ.
-Pastors Larson and Jeff

OCTOBER LECTIONARY
Date

Readings

October 4, 2020
18th Sunday after Pentecost
Online Service at 9 am
Outdoor in-person service at 10:30 am

Isaiah 5:1-7
Psalm 80:7-15
Philippians 3:4b-14
Matthew 21:33-46

October 11, 2020
19th Sunday after Pentecost
Online Service at 9 am
Outdoor in-person service at 10:30 am

Isaiah 25:1-9
Psalm 23
Philippians 4:1-9
Matthew 22:1-14

October 18, 2020
20th Sunday after Pentecost
Online Service at 9 am
Outdoor in-person service at 10:30 am

Isaiah 45:1-7
Psalm 96:1-9 [10-13]
1 Thessalonians 1:1-10
Matthew 22:15-22

October 25, 2020
Reformation Sunday – Wear Red!
Online Service at 9 am
Outdoor in-person service at 10:30 am

Jeremiah 31:31-34
Psalm 46
Romans 3:19-28
John 8:31-36

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Revised Common Lectionary, Copyright © 1992 Consultation on Common Texts, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission.

COUNCIL NOTES
On Tuesday, September 8th, the Council held their regular monthly meeting. This was a
virtual Zoom meeting due to the pandemic.
Opening devotions were graciously led by Ernie Zimmerman from the Reconciling in Christ
Committee (RIC).
Ernie then presented a recommendation from RIC to post a yard sign in front of the church
that says “Love Thy Neighbor” surrounded by hands of various races and colors that form a
heart. Council approved the recommendation and thanked RIC for all of their hard work on
this project.
Council next discussed the Council members whose terms are expiring, including Jen
Compton, Jim Scanlon, and Joann Duncan. Pastor Jeff has engaged the Nominating Committee
to begin sourcing candidates for these open positions. It was also agreed that an item will be
put in the Messenger indicating that anyone interested in a role on the council contact the
Nominating Committee to express their interest.
Joann Duncan then presented the financial statements and budget picture as of August 2020.
We spent a considerable amount of time discussing our financial position, with the end result
being an acknowledgment that we are doing much better than we expected. Our giving has
not dropped off as much as anticipated due to the pandemic, while at the same time, we have
significantly decreased our expenses. We were also able to liquidate some of our mutual
funds and realize gains of $15 thousand. As a result, Council approved the following two
motions:

• Use the $15 thousand of investment gains and additional $2 thousand of operating
income to pay back the mortgage forbearance from Thrivent in 2020; and
• Continue to pay the monthly mortgage at $5,710 per month rather than the lower new
monthly amount of $4,112. This will allow us to pay off our mortgage faster.
It was also briefly discussed that we will need to decide if we will pay back the PPP loan of
$72,000 that was received from the federal government earlier in the year. Council definitely
wants to repay that loan but needs to continue to assess our financial situation and ability to
continue to meet our obligations.
Following this discussion, we approved the minutes from the August meeting and then
started talking about the upcoming Congregation Annual Meeting in November. The meeting
will be a virtual meeting via Zoom on November 15th at noon. Jen and Randy will be working
on the agenda and Power Point deck for the presentation. One of the agenda items will
certainly be the budget, as discussed below. For this meeting we will utilize Zoom as well as
Zoom phone connection for those not wishing to utilize the video feature. Pastor Jeff has
spoken to the synod and we feel that our by-laws and constitution allow us to conduct the
meeting and voting by this means. Our budget review “Town Hall” will be open to the
congregation. That will occur on October 20, 7-8 p.m. via Zoom. This would be a good
opportunity for congregants to also “try the Zoom connection” prior to the Annual Meeting
to be held on November 15 at noon.
The final topic of our meeting was the 2021 budget process. The budget process has begun,
but is very different this year because of COVID. In the past, the Finance Committee
prepared a “first pass” at the budget using the run rate of expenses through August. The
Committees then responded by updating Finance for any unknown or unusual expenses for
the last 4 months of the year plus any new request for the following year. Obviously, with
COVID-19, we cannot use the 2020 run rate to estimate what expenses will be in 2021.
Instead, our Treasurer, Joann Duncan, has provided month-by-month expenses for all of 2019
and 2020 so each staff / committee can see the “normal” expenses versus COVID-19 impacted
expenses. The staff and committees are now using this to prepare a 2021 budget. Therefore,
2021 expenses should be significantly lower than what was budgeted for 2020, but higher than
actual 2020. Preliminary budgets were due back to Deb Casey (Finance Committee) and
Joann Duncan (Treasurer) by September 16th. The Finance Committee will then meet to
finalize the budget for presentation to Council at the October 13th meeting. Once Council
approves, we will hold a virtual Town Hall meeting on October 20th at 7:00pm to preview the
budget and gather feedback from members. The final budget will be presented to the
Congregation at the November meeting.
As always, we welcome any thoughts, questions, or feedback you may have.

MUSIC MINISTRY NOTES
We are again looking for people and families to provide special music for our digital services.
Let us see all the wonderful musical talent Good Shepherd has to offer! If you or your entire
family would like to provide special music for our digital service please contact director of
music Kirby Stalley at kirby.stalley@goodshepherdcares.org You can sing, play an instrument
or any combination in between, all are welcome to join this ministry. Help us to continue
Growing, Nurturing, and Making Disciples in Christ through music during this time of
pandemic.

NOVEMBER MESSENGER
The deadline is Monday, October 26, 2020
Please email your articles to Caryn Francese in the office at office@goodshepherdcares.org

NEW HORIZONS SUNSETS
It does not seem like that long ago that we started our New Horizon Debt Reduction
campaign to reduce our mortgage at GSLC. It has been almost 2 and a half years since then
and the program is scheduled to officially sunset at the end of the year. We would like to
thank you for all your contributions for this very worthy cause. We know that debt reduction
is not as romantic as some other donations you have made, but it is an unbelievably valuable
one. Because of this reduction in our debt we have freed up money to further support our
Mission statement: We are growing, nurturing, making disciples in Christ.
Your contributions as of Aug. 31 are as follows:
• Contributions received: $272,201
• Total Pledged: $320,600.
We have reduced our mortgage significantly and will have more information on that in the
November Messenger. Up until now we were paying the original mortgage amount so that we
can accelerate the paydown even further. The Finance Committee will be meeting soon to
determine what course we will take going forward. We are hopeful that the difference
between what has been received and what was pledged could be received prior to the end of
the year. We totally understand, however, if anyone needs to extend their pledge beyond
December because of the current pandemic.
Even though this program is officially ending, the cause remains a good one and any future
contributions you may want to make to reduce our mortgage would be most welcome.
Thank you all once again for your generous contributions. As we said in the beginning no
contribution is too small. Christ works in all of us!
Yours in Christ,
The New Horizons Committee: Jochen Salfeld, Kathy Grim, Michaela Buono, Brad McRae, Jim

Interfaith event online Friday Oct. 2nd 7:30 - 9:15 PM
Central Massachusetts Connections in Faith is sponsoring a fall interfaith event, happening over
zoom entitled Judaism: Welcome to our Digital Sukkah.
Come and learn about the harvest festival of Sukkot, the temporary booth (Sukkah) that we
build in our homes and congregations, and the special rituals of the festival. Rabbi Rachel
Gurevitz will present an introduction to Judaism and take questions. Our trademark
Connections in Faith small group conversations will take place in breakout groups on Zoom.
You are welcome to prepare a meal to eat in our 'digital Sukkah' during the first part of the
program.
Advance registration is required to attend this event, with a registration deadline of 3 PM on
October 2nd. Please email mark.sebell@icloud.com to receive the registration link!

RIC UPDATE (RECONCILING IN CHRIST)
Reconciling Scripture for Lutherans
On Wednesday evenings in October,
the RIC Committee will be presenting
and discussing the contents of a short
commentary by Austen Hartke and
Emmy Kegler, “Reconciling Scripture
for Lutherans”. The commentary
addresses the eight “clobber passages”
of the Bible which have been used as
rationale to exclude members of the
LGBTQ+ community from the church
family. It also presents eight scripture
passages which promote an inclusive
perspective on the nature of God's
welcome.
In 2009, the ELCA offered the
Statement on Human Sexuality. Still
many of us are struggling with
interpretation of the scriptures in regard to members of the LGBTQ+ community. Join us via
Zoom (Meeting ID: 822 4225 5075 Passcode: 591720) on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m.
as we continue our RIC journey by reviewing these passages through key Lutheran
interpretive lenses.
• October 7th: Genesis 1, Genesis 2, The story of Ruth, Psalm 139, led by Pastor Larson
• October 14th: Genesis 19, Leviticus 18&20, Isaiah 56, Matthew 22, led by Ernie
Zimmerman
• October 21st: Deuteronomy 22:5, Deuteronomy 23:1, Acts 8, Acts 10&11, led by Julie
Schwingbeck
• October 28th: Romans 1, 1 Corinthians 5:9 and 1 Timothy 1:10. 1 Corinthians 12,
Galatians 3, led by Kristin Delannoy
• Black, & Dale Hava, Chairperson

2020-2021 Faith Formation
The Sunday School year is officially here! I
October 4 – Zoom Gathering 10am
have emailed the first two Sunday School virtual
th
• First day of 4 Grade Lunch &
lessons, accessible to children ages Pre-K to 8th
Learning Series (12pm)
grade, to Good Shepherd families. I will continue to
October 18 – Zoom Gathering 10am
make the virtual lessons available via email each
October 24 – Trunk-or-Treat Halloween
week on Friday mornings.
Celebration 3pm
Sunday School Zoom gatherings on the 1st and 3rd
Sundays of each month are beginning in October.
This is a time for children to laugh, play, and grow in discipleship together. We will gather
on Zoom from 10-10:30am to accommodate the change in worship service times.
Our first Zoom call will be October 4. I hope to see you there!
Please Note: There will be NO Sunday School registration required for this year.
Everyone is welcome to participate in the at-home lessons and Zoom gatherings as much or as
little as you’d like! If you haven’t been receiving the weekly Sunday School emails
would like to, please email samantha.menapace@goodshepherdcares.org to be
put on the (e)mailing list!
Upcoming Sunday School Dates

Trunk-Or-Treat Halloween Celebration
Good Shepherd is celebrating Halloween with a Trunk-or-Treat Event on
Saturday, October 24 at 3pm! This event is a time for
children, ages 0-10 (but we won’t be turning anyone
away!), and their families to safely celebrate outdoors.
Bring your masks, costumes, and lots of energy to play
socially distanced games. And be ready to eat a LOT of
candy! If you’d like to participate in Trunk-or-Treat, please
go to the sign up below and click “Trunk or Treater.”
We’re also looking for volunteers to decorate their
cars and pass out candy. We need 12-20 Trunks to
make this event as fun as possible! If you would like to
participate by being a “Trunk” for our Treaters, please go
to the sign-up below and click “Trunker.”
Sign Up Here (link: https://tinyurl.com/trunkortreat24th)

4th Grade Series: Lutheran History
Why are Lutherans named after Martin Luther? Did he really talk to God during a
thunderstorm, hide in a castle, and cause a revolution in
the church? These are the kinds of questions the 4th Grade Class
will ask and answer during their 4-week Lunch & Learning Series on
the history of Martin Luther, beginning on Sunday, October 4 at
12PM via Zoom.
If you know a 4th grader who would like to participate in this series,
but haven’t received an email about it yet, please email
samantha.menapace@goodshepherdcares.org for more information!
4th Graders - We hope you’ll join us on the following dates:
Sunday, October 4, 12PM (Zoom)
Sunday, October 11, 12PM (Zoom)
Sunday, October 18, 12PM (Zoom)
Sunday, October 25, 12PM (Zoom)

Bible Adventures for 5th & 6th Graders (formerly
Midweek)
5th and 6th graders will be learning about the New Testament this year. In
the theme of “new,” we will be trying out a new schedule, a new day, and a
new name! Bible Adventures will be meeting biweekly on Sunday
evenings from 4-5pm via Zoom. If you would like more information
about the class or to sign up, please email
samantha.menapace@goodshepherdcares.org.
Bible Adventures Dates (October – December 2020):
Sunday, October 11, 4pm (Zoom)
Sunday, November 22, 4pm (Zoom)
Sunday, October 25, 4pm (Zoom)
Sunday, December 6, 4pm (Zoom)
Sunday, November 8, 4pm (Zoom)
Sunday, December 20, 4pm (Zoom)

Confirmation classes begin Wednesday Sept. 30th, 7 PM
As we settle into the new school year, Confirmation classes are planned to begin Wednesday
Sept. 30th at 7 PM. Like most other things, these classes need to take on a different format
for this year. We plan to begin with a lesson emailed out on Fridays for conversation at home
followed by 30-40 minute Wednesday classes on zoom, and see how everything goes. Pastor
Jeff has sent out information to families with children who would be in the first or second year
of Confirmation. If you have not received that information, please email him at
pastorjeff@goodshepherdcares.org

Looking Ahead: First Communion
We have received a lot of inquiries about First Communion –
how will Good Shepherd's 3rd graders learn about and celebrate
this sacrament in the age of the pandemic? The short answer is
that we are still planning to offer the First Communion class this year.
However, we are planning the class for the spring of 2021, in the hopes
that we can gather safely outside to celebrate communion together in an
outdoor service.
Because we will offer the First Communion class in the spring, rather than holding
it in the winter as is the usual schedule, we will be reaching out to 3rd grade
families in early 2021 with more information. If you have any questions, concerns, or
comments about First Communion that you would like answered in the meantime, please
email samantha.menapace@goodshepherdcares.org.

TEENS AT GOOD SHEPHERD
TOGETHER ALWAYS. GROWING SPIRITUALLY.
TAGS October Update
This September, TAGS kicked off the year in excellent spirits with a camping
trip to the local Circle CG Campground. We scavenger-hunted, stargazed, built fires, burned
marshmallows, and had a great time! A couple of other events this month--a virtual game night
and a park-in move night--were lightly attended but most certainly enjoyable!
In October, the big exciting event we are ramping up for is a Trunk or Treat on Saturday,
October 24th at 3pm in the church parking lot. This will take the place of the traditional
TAGS-hosted Halloween Party for the littles of our congregation. Stay tuned to congregational
communications for more information about how to plug in and participate--and if you are a
teen at Good Shepherd, make sure you are subscribed to our mailings!
How do you know whether you are subscribed? Simple: have you received a monthly enewsletter from us in the last six months? If not, then you are not subscribed. Email
TAGS@goodshepherdcares.org to remedy the situation.
In addition to the Trunk or Treat event, TAGS is also planning a local trip to celebrate fall at a
corn maze or apple orchard. Look out for more information in a TAGS newsletter at the
beginning of the month!

Westboro Ecumenical VBS
First United Methodist: Stephanie Shepardson & Ry Reents
Good Shepherd Lutheran: Hilary Parsons, Jen Lentz & Marilyn
Reiman
St. Luke’s Roman Catholic: Dianne Patrick, Noelle Monaghan,
Christine O’Keefe & Christina Zogg
St. Stephen’s Episcopal: Meta Mitchell, Ned Rich & Suzanne Gillam
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church’s Council:
Westboro’s Ecumenical Vacation Bible School 2020 has come to a close. The Board started
meeting in late January, but by March it was clear that it would be a very different year due to
COVID-19. While we were challenged to create a virtual program, we were blessed with
very dedicated and talented volunteers. We had:
• a dedicated Board of Directors, 11 in all representing 4 churches
• 32 hardworking volunteers
• 8 energetic and enthusiastic teens
• 43 campers from 23 families ranging from 2 years old through Grade 5.
Although our numbers were reduced by approximately half, those who participated
experienced the same joy and fun that VBS is known for. The children learned that it is indeed
“Jesus that pulls us through” and frequently echoed the lively chant ‘TRUST JESUS’.
I am writing to you today to thank you for your church’s willingness to serve as the host
church, to support this annual event both financially and in spirit; and to inform you those
from your church who were included in our cadre of volunteers and what their contribution
was. They were all instrumental in our success.
Steve Brevik
Sexton & Decorator
Linda & Bob Frederico Decorations & Decorators
Pastor Jeff
Openings & Closings
Pastor Larson
Openings & Closings
Elizabeth Lentz
Assistant Crew Leader (Steward) & Music Videos
Jennifer Lentz
Board Member & Music Director
Nicholas Lentz
Music Videos
Amy Gillam O’Riley
Google Slides Designer & Consultant
Hilary Parsons
Board Member, Site Coordinator, Snacks, Videographer &
Google Slides Editor
Sharon Proia
Railway Gear Assembly
Marilyn Reiman
Board Member & Treasurer
We’re already looking forward to VBS 2021 at First United Methodist Church where the
theme will be – TREASURED: Discovering You’re Priceless To God.
On behalf of the Board of Directors,
2020 Board Chair
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ADULT LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
(September through May)

All emails are
@goodshepherdcares.org

Learning

Sundays

Adult Forums

Mondays

Bible Study

pastorjeff@

930 am
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samantha.menapace@

Kirby Stalley,
Director of Music
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kirby.stalley@

Yeon Soh, Organist
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yeon.soh@

Contact
Mark Booher
mark.booher@
verizon.net
Joan Olson
jeolson423@
icloud.com

Tom Olson
tomo815
@me.com
Word on
CED@
Wednesdays
Wednesdays
630 pm goodshepherdcares
(WoW)
.org
Kay Devaprasad
Fridays
Friday Group
930 am kanaga.devaprasad
@gmail.com
See Calendar for more specific about locations
Feel free to contact the office at 508.366.7095 with
questions or email office@goodshepherdcares.org
Tuesdays

Stan Corbett,
Financial Secretary

Time
(s)
900 &
1045
am

pastorlarson@

Samantha Menapace,
Director of Christian
Education

Men's Breakfast

8 am

finsec@

Caryn Francese,
Parish Secretary
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Steve Brevik, Sexton
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office@

Co-Pastors
The Rev. Jeffrey
Goodrich
1329 Main Street,
Concord, MA 01742
Cell: 508-808-1795

Day

The Rev. Victoria Larson
46 Summer Street, #2
Westborough, MA 01581
Cell: 302-897-4167

SIMPLY GIVING
Please consider signing up for
Simply Giving™ so that
Good Shepherd can count on
your contribution even while
you are away. Contact Stan Corbett, financial Secretary at
finsec@gsoodshepherdcares.org to sign up. In addition,
throughout the year the online giving form is accessible for
changes in your pledge. Go to
https://www.goodshepherdcares.org/give/
anytime to add a pledge or amend your current pledge.

See us online at:
www.goodshepherdcares.org
On Facebook
Search for Good Shepherd Lutheran Church of
Westborough, MA

NOTARY PUBLIC SERVICES
Caryn Francese, Notary Public
These services are provided at no
cost to the congregants of Good
Shepherd. Please call before you
come and note that she will not
be available to notarize on
Wednesdays between Noon & 3.
Caryn’s office hours are: Mon., Tues.
Wed. & Fri. 8:00 am to 3:00 pm, & Thurs. 8:00 am to 4:00 pm

