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Wednesday, February 17, 2021
Ash Wednesday
Today’s Verses: 2 Corinthians 6:2

The Rev. Samantha Drennan
(Grace Lutheran Church, Macungie)

Immediately following the above passage, Paul writes of himself and his fellow apostles “We are putting
no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of God we
have commended ourselves in every way…” I’ve been giving it some thought, and while not intentionally,
I can see that sometimes I put obstacles in my own way.
So here we are at the beginning of Lent, a time for more intentional prayer and reflection. I always say
(as do many clergy) that Lent isn’t just for the purpose of giving up material things or finding interesting
new ways to deprive ourselves. Rather, Lent is a time to give more focus to spiritual matters. If fasting
helps you with that, great, but fasting in and of itself is not the goal. The goal (as I see it) is to make more
time with and for God. I’ve been doing more of that lately, even before Lent began, and I can’t begin to
describe the peace and joy it brings me.
“What? That’s terrible! You’re a pastor; you should be 100% about that prayer life all day every day!”
Yeah, that’s what I tell myself. But so often it doesn’t happen. If I don’t pay close attention, I find I get
so busy with stuff and things that my prayer life turns into an afterthought. That’s not good. Depriving
myself of that God-time can be as harmful to my overall health as if I went without food or sleep.
Besides which, it just doesn’t make sense! No matter what I have to accomplish any given day, I find a
day that starts with prayer finds me at the end of the day saying “thank God, somehow it all got done!”
Sometimes I did it, often someone else took care of it, there are times I recognize when God takes care of
it in some fashion. No matter how many times I experience this, still I marvel at how a day with prayer
(and thanksgiving!) is the best kind of day, always.
I pray that this Lent you are able to take some time apart with God, and that this devotional will be of
some help to you in doing so.
Creator and lover of our soul, help us during Lent and always to make time to be apart with you. Hold
us in your loving arms and give us that peace that passes all understanding. In the name of Jesus, Amen

✞✞✞

Thursday, February 18, 2021

Pr. Lauren Applegate
(New Life Evangelical Lutheran Church, New Tripoli)

Today’s Verses: Luke 9:21-25

Sometimes I feel really powerless over so many things around me. I am a parent to young children, a
spouse, a pastor, and a person in recovery. When I feel most powerless, it is as if my heart and mind clamp
down to land a firm grasp on any amount of power or control in any and every realm of my life. If church
life seems to be out of my control, and I am not careful, it is a short jump for me to be making demands
of those in my family that I otherwise would not feel the need to make.
I wonder if this is the intention behind Jesus’ order and command to the disciples to not tell anyone of
what they have come to know. I wonder if, after learning that Jesus was the long-awaited Messiah, and
that he would ultimately meet a fate of rejection and death by the leaders in the very community he was
expected to save, the disciples needed to be reminded, “Just because you are powerless over what is to
come for me, do not seek to find power and control elsewhere.” I wonder if our understanding of what it
means to deny ourselves, take up the cross, and follow Jesus, changes when we understand our desire to
find power as a reaction to learning that we are powerless.
What I find most hopeful, is that being powerless in relationship to God is a gift. When we are able to see
how we are powerless, we begin to see how and where God is able to do the work of resurrection and
transformation. When we surrender and accept where we are, God is able to move and shape us into what
is yet to come. It is in this powerlessness with God, that we receive grace, and are gifted with newness of
life!
Thank you God. May we continue to trust in Your goodness, as we offer ourselves to do your will in this
world. Amen

✞✞✞

Friday, February 19, 2021
Today’s Verses: Matthew 9:14-15

Mark Christy (on leave from call)

I have learned in reading this passage, and the section that surrounds it, that Internet Trolls predate the
internet. Regardless of the era or the level of technology available to them, Trolls have one purpose: to
strain out a gnat, unaware that in the process they are swallowing a camel. (Matthew 23:24)
The whole of chapter 9 has Jesus catching grief for the acts of healing and mercy he performs. A paralytic
is healed with the words, “your sins are forgiven” and the response is, “This man is a blasphemer!”
(because as we all know only God can forgive sins, therefore Jesus is being arrogant and not showing
proper respect to God). Jesus eats with Matthew and they ask, “Why does your teacher eat with tax
collectors and sinners?” because we all know that a righteous person, one who follows the law, should not
allow himself to be put in a situation where he might become ritually unclean. Jesus casts out a demon
and the Pharisees say, “By the ruler of demons he casts out demons.” Okay, that one is pure desperation,
but it comes from the judgement they’ve already made. This act of power can’t really come from God
because Jesus doesn’t honor the law. He touches lepers (yuck!); he hangs out with Gentiles and women.
He doesn’t seem to care about the line dividing pure from impure, righteous from unrighteous.
And the Trolls who criticize his conduct are right – he doesn’t care about that dividing line. The Pharisees
and the disciples of John are concerned with themselves, their own purity, their own righteousness. They
don’t see the lepers, the Gentiles, or women as anything but problems to be avoided. Jesus sees them as
people in need of healing, love and care. Jesus is accused of blasphemy and impiety, but his acts are
merciful. The mercy that was called for in the writings of the Prophets: “For I desire steadfast love and
not sacrifice, the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.” (Hosea 6:6) Sacrifice is a code word for
any tradition or teaching of pious people that relieves them of acts of mercy and keeps them from moving
out of their comfort zone. Mercy is another word for the love that reaches out even to enemies.
Jesus was accused by the Pharisees (and perhaps praised by his followers) as a destroyer. But in the
Sermon on the Mount he told the crowd and his disciples “Do not think that I have come to abolish the
law or the prophets; I have come not to abolish but to fulfill.” (Matthew 5:17) He came to affirm the
intention of the Law and the Prophets and to carry it forward in his life, teaching, death and resurrection.
Yet his focus was different from that of his opponents.

They interpreted the Law and the Prophets solely in the context of their own personal holiness and purity.
They were The Chosen People, a nation holy to God, and therefore they had to keep separate from all
unholiness. They understood ‘Chosen’ as their identity. Jesus came to teach that ‘Chosen’ is our vocation.
When asked what the most important commandment was Jesus responded, “’You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind’. This is the greatest and first
commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ On these two
commandments hang all the law and the prophets.” (Matthew 22:37-40) Our identity as people who know
God in a special way flows into our vocation to take that knowledge and bring it out into the world. To
bring mercy, grace, healing and service where it is needed, and not to be worried about getting our hands
dirty in the process.
The Trolls keep their purity by keeping to themselves. We are called to love our neighbors as ourselves
and to cherish acts of mercy over our own dignity and purity.
Lord, you bid us to look up from our screens that show us what we love and to come out of your basements
into the world that you have created. You call us to see the people behind the comment boards as real
people with problems and insecurities as acute as our own. Teach us to value their needs as much as our
own and to provide for them as we are able, for we are your people, chosen to know and to love you and
to invite the whole world to know and love you as well, so that we all might have a place at the wedding
banquet. Amen

✞✞✞
Saturday, February 20, 2021
Today’s Verses: Luke 5:27-32

The Rev. John Hazel (Retired)

Jerry Clower was a southern comic and story teller. You can find a lot of his work on YouTube. One of
his dreams was to play college football. As a young boy he and his friends would listen to games on the
radio and play with whatever had laying around. He didn't know a fullback from a hatch back. Arriving at
junior college, he applied to play. The coach asked him what position he played. "Sir," He answered "I
am the man what runs with the football." Only a few weeks later he was starting tackle for his team. "You
know," said Clower, "It didn't hurt me one bit to realize I wasn't the man what runs with the football."

Matthew was a tax collector, between the proverbial rock and the hard place. He was seen a Roman
sympathizer and as he could set his own fees for collection, he could charge exorbitant prices. His meeting
with Jesus changed all that. When the religious of the community, the "Uptight Upright" as a professor of
mine Dick Jeske called them, balked at Jesus' choice of disciples. Jesus answered by telling them that the
sick were the ones in need of a doctor. He meant, simply, before you go to the physician you have to admit
you are sick. Matthew realized he was a sinner. Today, consider who you are and by your baptism whose
you are. I find it a little easier not to judge others when I know I'm just as sin-stained as the next person.
I've heard it said, "Things happen for a reason." Sometimes the reason is that Hazel is not the sharpest
knife in the drawer.
Lord Jesus, help us to know that we do not call the plays. Help us to see our fellow servants as those you
also have called. Make us your followers, ever calling to you for mercy. Give us likewise the grace to be
merciful to others. Great physician, heal us that we may help to heal others. In your precious Name, Amen.

✞✞✞
Sunday, February 21, 2021

The Rev. Colleen Cox
(Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church, Shillington)

Today’s Verses: Matthew 4:1-11

Just previous to this wilderness temptation, Jesus had just been told in the river Jordan who he was as a
voice from Heaven claimed Jesus as beloved. We receive this same promise in baptism. As baptized
people we are given the identity as one of God’s beloved children, a part of God’s own family, an identity
that supersedes all other identities. And yet, like Jesus, we are often tempted to deny who we are.
When the devil says to Jesus, “If you are the Son of God,” he is mocking Jesus. “You? The son of God?
You? Born of a questionable woman? You? Beloved by God? Who do you think you are?” But Jesus
remembers that moment in the Jordan. The heavy soaked robe, the glistening droplets, the Spirit
descending like a dove, the announcement from Heaven, “This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am
well pleased.” It is Jesus security in this identity, this clarity about who he is that empowers him to face
down the devil and win.
We are spending our own 40 days driven by the Spirit into the Lenten wilderness. Our challenge during
this Lent it to remember our true identities as God’s beloved children and to remember that this identity
is ours forever.

And as we are still navigating this time of pandemic, I’m not sure we’ve ever needed to remember this
more. God has declared in Jesus that we are enough, and we are God’s.
Jesus shouted this at the devil during his temptation and we can shout it out in our lives as well. Our
identities were sealed in the waters of our baptism and they declare to the world that we are worthy, we
are loved, and we are enough.
Dear God, through your love we know we are enough and we are loved and that is the promise that we
are sealed with in our baptisms. Help us to remind one another of this gift as we travel through the Lenten
wilderness together. Amen

✞✞✞
Monday, February 22, 2021

Deacon Karen Kelly
(St. James Lutheran Church, Coopersburg)

Today’s Verses: Matthew 25:31-46

The book of Matthew highlights the church life ministry of love and mercy into which we are baptized as
a member of the community of faith. In this passage, the disciples (and we) ask Jesus when did we see
you hungry? Jesus answers them (us) “As you did it to one of these the least of my brethren, you did it
unto me also” (Mt 25:40). His response is a direct challenge to us to ‘be the church’, the priesthood of all
believers, in the places where we live, work, study and play daily.
What is hunger? Hunger is that gnawing emptiness, craving for nourishment, increasing weakness.
Hunger is physical. Many have stepped up to provide food to the local pantries. Hunger is spiritual. It
manifests itself as grief, loneliness, uncertainty, isolation, hopelessness. Who is filling the spiritual
hunger? Jesus commands us to be God’s plan for this world, and that plan goes beyond physical
nourishment. Who are the hungry? Our family, friends, acquaintances, neighbors, strangers, ourselves.
How do we respond to hunger?
We are baptized to “be the church” - sent to love and serve the hungry, empowered to share the Good
News that nourishes the hungry, and called to invite others to communion with God to be spiritually fed
through the gifts of bread and wine.

In our Lenten devotions we reflect on the Cross, the symbol of God’s plan in our life every day. The
vertical reminds us that God always comes down to us. The horizontal reminds us to be the church
reaching across all boundaries to those who are hungry, weak, craving the spiritual nourishment and the
peace that passes all understanding emanating from God’s love through us to those in need. The only God
some people may know is the one they see in you (and me). We, the priesthood of believers, are sent to
feed the hungry, sent to awaken the world to God’s presence among us, sent to “be the church”. Our faith
compels us to reach out because God always comes down.
Dear God, help me to feed those who spiritually hunger with
My hand to the one who needs friendship
My heart to the one who needs love
My understanding to the one who needs a listener
My thoughtfulness to the one who needs to know that he is remembered
My gentleness to one who is buffeted by the circumstances of life
My companionship to one who is lonely
My tranquility to one who is confused, uncertain, unsure
My comfort to one who is bereaved
In this Lenten season, awaken me to be the church, reflecting your love and mercy to those who are hungry
for this Good News. Amen

✞✞✞
Tuesday, February 23, 2021

The Rev. Brian Beissel
(St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, Pine Grove)

Today’s Verses: Matthew 6:7-15

I love my colleagues. Many of them know me perhaps too well. Many have taught me wonderful lessons.
Some have taught me lessons without intending. Those have been a gift as well.
If I'm going to be honest, and I'm very much including myself in that, sometimes we are prone to loving
the sounds of our voices. Maybe it's passion. Maybe, just maybe, it's that we feel that it's expected of us
to have something, anything, to say. You can ask my wife Michelle, and she will tell you, yes, get Brian
started, and he is prone to babbling.
There's another kind of babbling, too. Maybe you resonate with this, and maybe you don't, but there's the
"I have to say something, anything" kind of babbling. Like when you were in school and you wanted to
make sure that your voice was heard but you didn't quite have a thought formed completely.

So Jesus talks to the disciples, and by proxy, us too, about not babbling, but by using the words that he
has to say. Lean on Jesus' words, and not your own. Don't talk just to be heard. Sit with something for a
moment.
This isn't how a lot of our world works. But maybe it should. Maybe you too have been in a meeting where
it feels like everyone is jumping all over each other just to have their opinion heard. Those moments can
be downright painful!
So look at what’s said in the Lord's Prayer. Those words aren't focused on us. Those words are focused
on God. Your kingdom come, Your will be done: God is the subject of every sentence. Not us. This flies
in the face of the prosperity gospel we find our friends and neighbors diving into from time to time. None
of this is about us, it's about God.
When we focus on us, we lose sight of God. In some ways we then make ourselves our own little god.
There's an episode of the television show The Office where one of the main characters, a regional manager
by the name of Michael Scott, is asked why his branch is performing so well financially. The real answer?
He has no clue. It might be dumb luck.
But he starts into an answer, and it's obvious that he has no idea where he's going. He's babbling. His full,
babbling answer, is as follows: "This is something I live by. And I always have. And I always will: Don't
ever, for any reason, do anything to anyone for any reason ever, no matter what, no matter where, or who,
or who you are with, or where you are going, or where you've been... ever, for any reason whatsoever..."
When he's trying to focus on himself, he literally ends up saying nothing. I wonder about how often we
do that. So, if you don't mind me, I'm going to stop babbling now and listen to what God might have in
mind.
God of mercy, grant us the grace to consider not our desires, but your desires, and not our will, but your
will. Grant us the wisdom to know the difference. Amen.

✞✞✞

Wednesday, February 24, 2021

The Rev. Lauren Wolfe Blatt
(St. John's Lutheran Church, Lehighton/Mahoning)

Today’s Verses: Luke 11:29-32

The text assigned for today is one, if read from the pulpit on Sunday morning, would cause me [and others]
to pause and think, “The Word of the Lord?” The question mark is intentional because difficult texts like
these, ones where the good news is not immediately evident – texts like these are ones we tend to steer
away from because Jesus is saying things that make us stop and think. So… we stop.
Jonah’s sign is one of care for God’s people, for all people. Jonah was called, rather reluctantly, out of his
land and into unknown waters. Jonah was called to be a prophet in a foreign land that didn’t know him
and further, the people of Nineveh didn’t know God. And yet, even though Jonah was called to something
really difficult, and even though Jonah tried not to be summoned to such a challenging call, God abides
with Jonah. Jonah’s strength to follow through with his call was gifted to him through his trust in God.
I have come to love Jonah. Jonah is the only prophet who refuses to do what God has asked of him. Jonah’s
initial answer to his call is “NO.” I think this is an incredibly relatable story. How often has our first
answer been, “No,” or maybe our answer was “Are you sure?” How could God possibly be calling me/us
to do something that seems to be above my/our pay grade or ability? What does God want with me? Why
would God call us to do these things? I’m going to assume that you’ve been there as well.
We can take comfort in knowing that God abides with Jonah, accompanies Jonah, and leads Jonah even
when he isn’t sure he’s the right guy for the job, even when he takes off in the opposite direction. We
know what happens next – Jonah is swallowed by a big fish and has an epiphanic encounter with the
divine – changes his tune and understands God’s call on his life a little better. Maybe you’ve been there.
In this text from Luke, Jesus scolds the people expecting a sign and says, “No sign will be given to it
except the sign of Jonah.” God’s sign to the people will be accompaniment, help on the journey, but God’s
people ought to expect difficulty and challenging circumstances.
If the people in Nineveh, who don’t know God or Jonah, are able to repent, then the people Jesus is talking
to ought to recognize his authority and repent. Like the Queen of Sheba, like the Ninevites, foreigners are
able to see God’s greatness and to experience God’s grace better than the insiders who have been there all
along.

Are we able to recognize God’s greatness and power or are we too jaded from being on the inside and
experiencing God’s grace all along? Have we become numb to the power of God’s grace because we’ve
always had it? I think Lent is the perfect time for us to think about this idea and to wonder about our
complicity in comfort.
Holy God of Jonah and all the reluctant prophets of every time and place, you stir our hearts to service
and love because of what you have done through Jesus on the cross. Be with us as we speak truth to power
in our section of the world. Accompany us when we worry, we aren’t enough. Bring us to you, day after
day, so that we might be strengthened by your power and might, O God. Amen.

✞✞✞
Thursday, February 25, 2021

Chaplain Dawn Talley
(St. John's Honesdale)

Today’s Verses: Matthew 7:7-12

There is a beautiful stained-glass window in my home congregation of St. John’s, Honesdale, that has
Jesus knocking at the door of a house. For many years now, I have loved looking at this window and
contemplating the image of Jesus and his knocking on the door to be let in. These verses in the gospel of
Matthew invite to think about what one is asking for, searching for, and if one is answering the knock on
the door?
Every day I ask our Lord to guide, aid, and protect me. During this time of reflection in Lent, I was led
to review my recent experience at seminary and the journey within. When I began my journey to
seminary, I was given the suggestion to consider becoming a chaplain. The only chaplain I ever knew of
was my husband’s fire department chaplain. I was being trained as a special educator and was working
with people with mild intellectual disabilities.
When I entered seminary, it was again suggested that I consider being a chaplain. In the ministerial
leadership degree program I enrolled in, I was also taking courses to specialize in special education. When
I started my clinical pastoral education requirement, my educator advised me to consider a career as a
chaplain. The educator observed that I had a gift for chaplaincy. But it was not until I was visiting patients
in a hospital that I came to the realization that I was being called to be a chaplain.

When I finished my clinical pastoral education program, I applied for and was offered a position as a
hospital chaplain. About a year into this position, I became aware that I was also being called to work as
a hospice chaplain; I also now have that position. I continue my work with the people I support with
special needs, for I use my chaplain skills with them.
As I continued to think about my experience with my seminary journey and a calling to the ministry of a
chaplain, I truly became aware that I was guided to where my gifts were best used. I did receive aid from
those who walked beside me on this journey. I have been protected during this pandemic in my work at
the hospital and out in the community.
So, during our Lenten season I ask: What are you asking Jesus for? What are you searching for? Are
you answering the knock on the door from Jesus and letting him in? I hope and pray that you will.
Lord, during this season of Lent, I commit myself to you fully, ask for guidance as I seek your will for my
life, aid along the way, and refuge from the distractions of the world around me. All of this I ask in your
name. Amen.

✞✞✞
Friday, February 26, 2021
Today’s Verses: Matthew 5: 20-26

Rev. Virginia M. Biniek (Retired)

Jesus sets his followers some high standards to live by, and so often I feel like I can never live up to
those high standards if I even begin to take them seriously. How could my righteousness ever exceed
that of the scribes and Pharisees? They are the arbiters of the standards of living in faith, aren’t they?
Jesus, though, comes and stretches those boundaries while at the same time tearing down what the
scribes and Pharisees teach as the standard of faith.
The prophet Micah reminds us of what God’s desires are for all of us, for you and for me even today –
what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your
God?
This is the spirit behind these verses from the Sermon on the Mount which call me to live out my faith
beyond the requirements of the Law and into Gospel living. To be reconciled to my brother and sister
before coming to the altar; to live a life of concern for the other before myself. Jesus calls me to come
to the altar with a heart that is at peace, that has made peace, and that continues walk in humility.

I am not in competition with the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, I am living in the love of
God for me and for my brother and sister. Thanks be to God!
God of grace and glory, be with us on our journey of faith to live fully as your disciples in the world you
have given us and in the church we have inherited. Amen

✞✞✞
Saturday, February 27, 2021

The Rev. Laura Csellak
(Christ's United Lutheran Church, Ashland)

Today’s Verses: Matthew 5:43-48

Loving an enemy has never been easy. It certainly isn’t now with heightened hatred between people of
differing political and social viewpoints. This hasn’t kept some of us from trying to find ways to love our
enemies. The wider culture has formed concepts to explain the combined feelings of love and hatred.
“Frenemies” comes to mind, describing a person with whom we are friendly despite a fundamental dislike
or rivalry. Or a “Love-Hate Relationship” that involves simultaneous or alternating emotions.
You’ve perhaps heard the idiom “Keep your friends close and your enemies closer.” There may be
political expediency in doing that, but many of us don’t want our enemies close by. Perhaps like me you
have fallen into the trap of thinking that someone you like can do no wrong, while someone you dislike
can do nothing right. This is especially prevalent as we evaluate the actions of elected officials.
But when Jesus calls us to love our enemies it is not based on such human terms. It is centered rather on
God’s love which has no boundaries or limits. On my own I will always narrowly define who is my friend
and who is my enemy. It will be determined by “What have you done for me lately?” God’s relationship
with us is the opposite. It is as Romans 5:8 tells us, that “God proves his love for us in that while we were
sinners Christ died for us.”
We can never love the way God loves us. But maybe we can look into the eyes of our enemy and remember
Jesus’ unmerited love for us. And that just might be enough to change our actions toward our enemies.
Holy God, following the example and command of your son Jesus, we pray for our enemies today. But
first, so fill our hearts with your love that there is room for nothing else. Help us release any
unforgiveness, thoughts of revenge, or hateful emotions. Help us to love others as you love us. In the
name of Jesus, Amen.

✞✞✞

Sunday, February 28, 2021

The Rev. Martin Milne
(Christ Mertz Lutheran Church, Dryville)

Today’s Verses: Luke 9:28b-36:

I was taught that Jesus was crucified for loving people the way they needed to be loved, not they way they
wanted to be loved. That has always made a great deal of sense to me.
Much of our North American Christianity desires the Jesus that forgives, not the Jesus that calls for
repentance. We love the Jesus that “feeds the hungry, makes rich the poor, and sets the sinner free” waxing lyrical a bit of old school Scott Wesley Brown – but much of the church wants all this without the
cost of discipleship. And dare I say point out the obvious want of reconciliation with God without
reconciling with our brothers and sisters.
It is not surprising that when Peter, James and John wake from sleep, and see Jesus, they have no idea
what is happening. Clearly, they thought they knew with whom they were dealing.
Obviously not
because the Jesus that just fed five thousand individuals – with leftovers to share – has an entirely different
agenda. He is off to confound the powers of sin, death, and the devil with the power of the cross. After
his conference with the “law and the prophets” duo, Jesus now has his face set toward Jerusalem and
whether or not they follow is up to them.
The Jesus they thought they knew is far more. It may have been good for them to be there because this
mountaintop experience is going to lead them to another one. This next mountaintop will be where he
will hang and die for the salvation of the world; once again being transfigured for all to see this time.
Following Jesus has us encounter both the Jesus we want and the Jesus we need. May you encounter the
Jesus you need this Lenten season.
God Who Sees, we ask that you crucify the image of Jesus that holds us back from carrying our cross and
seeing Jesus for who he truly is. Amen

✞✞✞

Monday, March 1, 2021
Today’s Verses: Luke 6:36-38

Pastor Sue Ruggles
(St. John’s Lutheran Church, downtown Easton)

Lent is often a time when we try to focus on the behaviors, actions, or the things we least like about
ourselves with a heart to change them. Many try to dedicate the time to giving up or giving more. We
often have reminders every day for 40 days during Lent to be proactive in changing or doing something
new. We are into Lent almost a week and a half in March and it is a good time to be honest with ourselves
and gauge how our Lent goals are going. There is still time to get ourselves back on track to a dedicated
Lent! We read about judging and measuring in Luke.
Many people relate to the adage, “judge not, for you will be judged.” A worthy goal to focus on for Lent!
Not judging is always an extension of loving the other. It means showing compassion even when we
might not understand someone’s behavior or argue ‘we wouldn’t do that’. Looking beyond what someone
has done and accepting that person as a child of God is fine to say but with human interactions our feelings
get hurt, our time is utilized or our ethics dictate a judgmental response. Go easy on others.
Do not mix judging others with accepting justice. When I talk with people in the jail, the individual many
times speaks with lament how harsh the punishment. Sometimes I agree when I hear the story that justice
is lopsided. Sometimes the crime warrants the time. Recently, a released prisoner cried out that he had
been in jail for almost a year and was frustrated by his loss of time with friends and family. The line
between judging what he had done and what justice in our society demands for a crime is muddy to say
the least. We talked and when discussing his drug use, drug selling, possession of a gun (wasn’t charged),
he admitted reluctantly, “yeah, maybe I was supposed to serve that long.” Accepting justice is hard.
Compassion urged me to see the person as someone hurting from years of addiction. Support means
listening and making sure food, clothing, a place to stay are available. Missing from a first encounter is
judging another’s lifestyle choices even though “that’s not what we would do”. Missing from the
continued support is turning our back because of the act even as justice was served.
A common struggle is helping again and again and again, without judging. Each person who faces a
situation where compassionate giving is required does not do it for the return. Some have deep family
ties to people who have hurt them and who others judge because of jail. Some give and try to help others
because that is what our Lord asks of us not because of any reward in helping.
Let us pray…God, give us the opportunity to serve you in ways that remind us we are forgiven in what we
do, we are loved unconditionally, and we can reflect the face of Christ to those we encounter. Amen

✞✞✞

Tuesday, March 2, 2021
Today’s Verses: Matthew 23:1-12

Pr. Tom Lang (St. Paul's, Fleetwood)

It might be said that it is easier to be a student than to be a teacher. There are many people who desire to
teach, but fewer who listen to the words they say and follow them. If you are a student of the bible, or of
history, or someone learning an exercise routine you rely on the words of the teacher to inform and guide
you. You trust that what the teacher is telling you is sound and helpful, so you follow their instructions.
But if you are the teacher it is very tempting to say one thing and do something else. It is easy to teach
your students, clients or grandchildren one thing with your words only to believe that such instruction
does not apply to you. Yet, more so than the student, the teacher is being closely watched. The actions
of the teacher can make or break a genuine relationship with your students.
In many ways, we are at all times both students and teachers, learners and exemplars. The Pharisees in
today’s reading perceive themselves to be of such stature that what they teach and what they show by
example are disconnected. No wonder Jesus is highly critical of this religious elite. Because for Jesus the
words that he speaks are the very actions by which he lives. Word and action are one and the same.
Humble us Jesus by our own words. Even more, humble us by your words that we may truly obey what
you teach us and live our lives by your example. Amen.

✞✞✞

Wednesday, March 3, 2021

The Rev. Martha Sipe
(St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church, Whitehall)

Today’s Verses: Matthew 20:17-28

Who wants to go first? It depends, I suppose, on what it is that you’re doing! Want to be first in line for
ice cream? Yes, please! First in line to try Mom’s latest experimental recipe? Uh, maybe not. Want to
be the first one of your friends to get the newest iPhone? You bet! How about the first of your friends to
ride the scary new roller coaster? Well . . . why don’t you try it first and I’ll see if it makes you sick! Who
wants to be first in line behind Jesus? Hmm. Is he headed for the cross or the resurrection?
Both. He says it clearly: he’s going to be mocked and flogged and crucified . . . and he’s going to be
raised. But James and John’s mother must not have heard that part of the conversation. I’m quite sure
that, when she asks Jesus for places of honor for her sons, she’s not asking for them to share in the defeat,
but only in the victory.
“But, whoever wishes to be first among you,” says Jesus, “must be your slave.” The language of slavery
is difficult for us in 21st century America. Even the thought of owning another human being is impossible
to reconcile with Jesus’ message of liberation. And yet, Jesus says we must become as slaves – without
regard for our own dignity or life.
That is what Jesus did for us: without regard for his own dignity as the Son of God, without regard for
his own life, he went first into the horror of death. And he calls us to follow him. Is that what the mother
of James and John had in mind? Is that what our parents through they were signing us up for when they
presented us for baptism? I doubt it. And yet, there you have it: the Son of Man came not to be served
but to serve.
It’s not easy to live as Jesus intends. It means giving and loving and serving without calculating the cost.
It means volunteering for defeat and standing aside to let others go ahead of us into victory. But Jesus is
the way through – the way through defeat into victory, the way through loss into gain, the way through
death into life. And because he went there first, we needn’t be afraid to follow.
Forgive me, Lord Jesus, when I prioritize my own wants and needs over those of my sisters and brothers.
Help me to lean on the grace that you have extended to me by going first through death to lead me into
new life, here and now and forever. Amen.

✞✞✞

Thursday, March 4, 2021

The Rev. Michele Kaufman
(St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Mountain Top)

Today’s Verses: Luke 16:19-31

Charles Dickens tells a kind of “folk tale” similar to the one we hear our reading for today. Dickens said
he used this parable as a basis for his story, A Christmas Carol. In fact, Dickens uses the name Lazarus
in disguise, as Lazarus is etymologically related to Eliezer or as we know him Ebenezer! Dickens uses the
name to describe the raising of the “dead” of Scrooge’s soul, when he goes through his dramatic change
at the end of the story! The one raised in Jesus’ life is Lazarus. The one raised in Dicken’s tale is Scrooge!
Dickens loved the parable of Lazarus and the Rich Man, but he provides an alternative ending. In Jesus’
story, the haunted rich man begs Abraham to send the dead back as ghosts to convince his five “brothers”
to change their ways. But Abraham refuses, saying if they didn’t believe the prophets, they won’t believe
in the raising of the dead either! But in Dicken’s story the dead return to haunt Scrooge. Scrooge sees his
former business colleague in chains and in pain. He warns him of his own fate, should he continue to
follow the path of selfishness and heartlessness. At the end of the Dickens’ story, Scrooge is a changed
man.
Ultimately the message is the same: the way you treat your family, your brothers and sisters in Christ will
determine your own future in God’s kingdom. How we live our lives matters. We have been taught that
God so loved us that he gave his only begotten Son that we might have eternal life. We are called to love
him back with our hearts, minds, and souls, and to love our neighbors as ourselves.
We are all responsible for the lives and actions of one another. When our sister or brother sins, we all are
tarnished by that sin. When a sister or brother lives out her or his faith in a way that many see the love of
God, all of us have reason to rejoice. In a world all too often filled with people concerned about themselves
first, characterized with an impersonal "what's in it for me" attitude, we are called to witness to something
more important -- love that gives of itself for others; love that cares about others; love that makes our lives
meaningful and significant in giving to others.
God our Father, we are a pilgrim people who wander from your ways. We cry to you for forgiveness.
Grant us peace and release. Help us to discern your ways from the ways of the world and in all that we
do, may we serve You. In your name we pray…Amen

✞✞✞

Friday, March 5, 2021

Pastor Zach Labagh
(Allegheny Evangelical Lutheran Church, Knauers)

Today’s Verses: Matthew 21:33-43, 45-46

What does Justice look like to you? Often we might envision “lady justice” outside a courthouse,
blindfolded, seeking balance. But is this the justice Jesus speaks of?
This parable clearly seeks to remind the listeners of the gift that God gave to them, that they felt was for
their own gratification alone (they believed the inheritance would be theirs). Yet when pressed they profess
the tenants should be put to “a miserable death.” Powerful words of revenge and retribution from those
whom Jesus was speaking to.
Is that justice? Is revenge justice? Is retribution? An eye for an eye? Is this the justice that Jesus seeks us
to learn? To share? Did the leaders want to kill Jesus because he brought their self-centeredness to light?
Jesus called those who were listening, those in the community to seek an understanding of engaging others,
connecting others to a God whose justice was unlike anything they had ever shared, but often experienced.
Are we too like this? Are we wanting God’s justice for us while professing “a miserable death” to those
whom we convict don’t fit into our mold?
God’s justice seeks restoration of relationship. God’s justice calls us into community, into a new way of
seeing our enemy. God’s justice calls us all the way through the cross, to go beyond the cross. To walk
these 40 days of Lent, seeking God’s justice for our own lives and for ALL people. That we may see in
others the Image of God. That we may know God’s powerful gift of grace.
God of justice and mercy, as we walk towards the cross, as the shadow of the cross moves into our vision,
open our eyes and hearts to see your willingness to show us a new path. A justice that is restorative for
all. A justice that welcomes, a justice that calls us to build on the chief cornerstone that is your son, Jesus
Christ our Lord. Amen

✞✞✞

Saturday, March 6, 2021

Pastor Paul Metzloff
(Reformation Lutheran Church, Reiffton)

Today’s Verses: Luke 15:1-3, 11-32

Ah, the parable of the Prodigal Son. It’s far and away my favorite of Jesus’ parables; if He had told no
others, but only this one, it might just be enough. And the beautiful thing about it – when we consider it
deeply – is how many questions it raises.
For example, one of the biggest questions of the story is what did the younger son do wrong? The most
common American answer – we tend to think it’s obvious – is that he spent all the money. Wasted it on
riotous living and (if we believe his brother, who wasn’t even there) prostitutes. Case closed, right?
Well, not if we can imagine that we lived in ancient Palestine . . . where the problem was different. In
that culture, by simply asking for his inheritance, he insulted his father, pretty much wishing he was dead
so he could have the inheritance. Also, by leaving, he abandoned his family – a very big deal back then.
In sum, his problem was far more relational than financial.
Other cultures look at this in other ways as well. A seminary professor of mine asked people in Russia
what the younger son had done wrong, and their answer was nothing – there was a famine! That was the
problem. Did you even notice that there was a famine, and it was only after that that things went bad?
The professor also asked people from Kenya and Tanzania what the younger son had done wrong, and
they too said ‘nothing.’ But their rationale was different – in their view, this sort of thing often happens
to new immigrants; his problem was that he went to a place where the people had no honor. When he was
hungry, no one gave him anything. Hmmm. Did we even notice that part of the story?
All of this raises a related question: did the older son do anything wrong? Many might think that he didn’t
he was just quietly working, at home, and righteously annoyed at his wasteful sibling. But look at what
he does, when the younger son returns:
•
•
•
•

he’s disobedient to his father – refusing to go in to the celebration.
he’s insolent, arrogant, and rude to his father – “Listen!” Really?
his relationship with the father is clearly very broken – working like a slave? Does this father
seem like he wanted that?
and so is his relationship with his brother – “this son of yours.”

In truth, he’s just as bad as his brother – in different ways. Maybe worse. And there are many more
questions to be raised, about the father (who doesn’t act at all like a typical father of the time), about
whether the older son joins the party, and about what happened the next day, and all the days after that.
May we rest in the richness of this story, ponder the questions of grace that it raises, and glory in the love
of God that it describes. Amen

✞✞✞
Saturday, March 7, 2021

The Rev. Becca Ehrlich
(Interim DEM/Asst. to Bishop, Allegheny Synod and Upstate NY Synod)

Today’s Verses: John 4:5-42

This woman at the well seems to have had an eventful life. We don’t know why she had so many
husbands/significant others, but we do know that because of this, she’s less than popular. She is a woman
of the Samaritan faith, who worships God, but she has very few friends—she came to the well at the
hottest part of the day, alone. Her life was probably very difficult.
We don’t know much about the details of her past. But we can all relate to not being liked by someone.
The good part about God creating all of us is that we are all different. But this also means that we are not
going to like or be liked by everyone we meet! Rejection by others is a normal occurrence for humans.
Enter Jesus. This woman’s encounter with Jesus changed her life. Though she experienced rejection from
others, Jesus showed her unconditional love. And then she went and told a bunch of people about Jesus,
too! Then they went to Jesus and experienced Jesus’ love for themselves. Jesus helped this woman share
his amazing love with the very people who had rejected her. She started the ball rolling for a ton of people
to become followers of Jesus! How cool is that?
Jesus does the same for us. Like the woman at the well, Jesus loves us, no strings attached. Jesus wants to
change your life, and help you to live the life God is calling you to live. How is Jesus inviting you to share
his unconditional love with someone who needs it this Lenten season?
Loving God, remind us when we feel rejected by others that you love us no matter what. Show us who
you'd like us to share your love with, so that they too can experience your unconditional love and grace.
In Jesus' name, Amen.

✞✞✞

Monday, March 8, 2020

Rev. Julie Osterhout
(Trinity Lutheran Church, Wernersville)

Today’s Verses: Luke 4:24-30

So it was 1982 and I was beginning my first teaching position at the high school from which I had
graduated in 1977. I was excited and elated to be the new choral director. I had lived and breathed music
when I had been a student there, having played piano in jazz band, accompanied choirs, and played for
the musical. And now I was going to teach there!
But I was in for a real surprise. Many of my new students knew me as a former classmate of their older
brothers and sisters. They had a hard time calling me Ms. Grasham. Teachers were still asking me for my
hall pass and for my part, I just could not call them by their first names. I had a hard time fitting in as
“real” teacher. In many ways I felt like I was just pretending.
Today Jesus experiences something similar as he faces the people of his hometown of Nazareth. They
want him to “perform” the same miracles he has done in other towns. Sadly, Jesus knows they will not
understand the ministry of good news that he proclaims. They will not accept his healings and teachings
as coming from God; but rather see him only as Joseph the carpenter’s son—not God’s son.
And yet, he sat with them in the synagogue reading from scripture, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me to bring good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the
captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the oppressed go free, to proclaim the year of the Lord's
favor." (Lk. 4:18-19 NRSV) But his listeners do not make the connection.
Instead, Jesus reminds them of the old stories from long ago. Though there were many Israelites starving
from famine in the time of Elijah, Elijah went to Zarephath—a gentile place—and fed a widow and her
son. And though Israel was home to many, many lepers, Elisha cured Naaman—one who was also not of
Israel.
How dare Jesus speak of healing those who would be considered unclean while keeping his talents from
them! And he one of their own! They were so angry they drove him to the edge of town ready to throw
him off a hill. Nonplussed, Jesus passed through the crowd and went on his way.
How often have we been the crowd ready to push the person off the hill who talks about helping “someone
else?” Why help refugee children when we have poor kids of our own? Why help anyone anywhere when
we must take care of our own first!

Except that’s not how God’s love works. God’s love knows no boundaries—political, racial, or economic.
God’s love transcends what is “our own” and instead extends to all corners of the planet.
As we continue on our Lenten journeys, we must be mindful of who we think is inside and outside of
God’s love. Most likely you’ve heard this before: as soon as we draw a line between us and them, we will
always find Jesus standing on the side of “them.” It may sound simplistic to say we must stand with Jesus,
but it is truth. And sometimes we must pass through the crowd to get to Jesus’ side so that we might
proclaim God’s love through word and deed.
So what happened to my first teaching position, you ask? Well, I resigned. You might say I passed through
the midst of them and went on my way.
Holy God, open our eyes to all who are in need, even those outside of town. Amen.

✞✞✞
Tuesday, March 9, 2021

The Rev. Jeffrey Carstens
(St. John's Lutheran Church, Emmaus)

Today’s Verses: Matthew 18:21-35

Make no mistake, forgiveness is hard. There’s that person who recently wronged me, insulted me, or
betrayed me … and maybe I feel a little guilty that I have not forgiven that person. There are sexual
predators, serial killers, terrorists that cause destruction and death to innocent people … and maybe I feel
justified in not forgiving them because, to me, their acts are unforgivable. Sometimes we’re afraid that
justice won’t be served, or that we’ll be betraying the victim if we forgive the offender. Yet Nelson
Mandela said, “Resentment is like drinking poison and then hoping it will kill your enemies.”
But we ourselves have the promise of God’s forgiveness. “If we confess our sins, God who is faithful and
just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). That promise, in turn,
sets us free to share with others the forgiveness that we ourselves have freely received from God.
Forgiving God, help us greet each day with a renewed and forgiving spirit. Give us the wisdom and the
resolve to forgive as we have been forgiven … not seven times, but seventy-seven times.

✞✞✞

Wednesday, March 10, 2021

Erin Curtolo, Director of Christian Education
(St. Peter's Lutheran, Pen Argyl)

Today’s Verses: Matthew 5:17-19

This passage is not one of the more glamorous of verses in the fifth Chapter of Matthew. It does not
contain the well-known and often recited Beatitudes as written in the first 11 verses nor the grand
visualization of being the light in the world…a shining city on a hill in verses 14-16. But it does speak to
the commitment that Jesus truly and humbly “owned” and implored the followers listening that day to the
Sermon on the Mount. He wanted everyone to know that He did not come to abolish the Law as stated
in the ancient scriptures of the Old Testament, but rather to fulfill them.
No, this passage is not famous or even very well recognized but its importance is instrumental to the telling
of His Passion. For it is this passage which helps us realize that Jesus indeed was aware of what his future
held in store, that it would be Him that would be the sacrificial Lamb. What an enormous burden to bear.
Knowing that it is to be his blood that must be shed so that all of mankind could be saved through Him.
Yet he did so with the grace that can only come from God. The same Heavenly Father for whom we still
pray to this day to help us through grief, fear, and troubled times.
Dear Heavenly Father, We ask that we too can feel the sense of duty to carry out your work in this world.
Help us to know your grace as we take this journey to grow ever closer to you through your Son, Jesus.
Amen

✞✞✞

Thursday, March 11, 2021

The Rev. Michael J. Scholtes
(Prince of Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church, Bangor)

Today’s Verses: Luke 11:14-23

Stories like this can be hard to understand. The passage assumes a worldview that we just don’t share
anymore. People of the first century believed they were surrounded by demonic forces, who would
sometimes take a form that could possess someone, and cause them to do things they normally wouldn’t.
In the case of this man, the demon apparently prevented him from talking. (“Jesus was casting out a demon
that was mute; when the demon had gone out, the one who had been mute spoke.”)
Scholars have suggested that what first-century authors perceived as demonic spirits, we might describe
as mental illness. Perhaps if we met the people from whom Jesus exorcised demons, we would see signs
of depression, anxiety, bipolar, schizophrenia, or other mental illnesses.
I have lived with depression for most of my life. It is a physiological illness, a disease which affects my
brain, and consistent medication and therapy have helped. But there is also a sense in which I can see the
demonic in it. My depression manifests sometimes as a voice that speaks in my head, a voice I have come
to call the Dark Voice. It whispers things like, “You are worthless.” “You always do everything wrong.”
“You should have known better.” “The world would be better off without you.” I can understand how
someone would interpret this voice as the voice of a demon, a creature who wanted nothing but ill for you.
But the good news is that just as Jesus exorcised many demons and unclean spirits in the gospels, Jesus
has made a difference in my depression. I now hear another voice, the voice that spoke to me in my
baptism, whispering so quietly yet so firmly, “I love you. You are my beloved child. You are worthy, and
through me, you will change the world.” This voice hasn’t cast out the Dark Voice, but it helps me to
ignore it. It provides hope for me in the darkest times.
The good news is that no matter how we interpret disturbed people, whether they have a mental illness or
a demon or something else, Jesus has the power and the desire to cure them. To cure us.
Let us pray. God of healing, you come to our world bringing help and wholeness to us all, no matter the
cause or type of suffering. Grant us your peace and the promise of baptism. Amen.

✞✞✞

Friday, March 12, 2021

The Rev. Gerald Rounds (Retired United Methodist pastor)
(worshipping at St. Timothy, Allentown)

Today’s Verses: Mark 12:28-34

Who is my neighbor?
What’s it to you?
Who is my neighbor?
Please tell me, do?
The scribe was listening to the conversation between Jesus and the Sadducees. There was nothing out of
the ordinary here, so he chimes in and asks, “Which Commandment is the first of all?” “Love God and
love your neighbors as you love yourself.” Jesus replied. A wise answer. He respects Jesus’ answer. We
all can agree to love God. That’s so easy. God is up there. But loving our neighbor? That is the hard
part. They live down here. We have to live with them – next door or next country.
Over the last decade or so, we have been slicing and dicing our neighbors, and putting them into little
piles by religion, by skin color, by politics, by cultural and ethnic differences, by whether we wear masks
or not, by income disparities; you name it. And by the time we are done, the neighbors we select sound
and look and behave like us. We definitely know who are and who aren’t our neighbors, and we are where
we are as a nation, states, neighbors, and even families. Some of us are deep in pain. Others celebrate.
There is even a cable show called “Fear Thy Neighbor.”
So we turn to Jesus to find out who are real neighbor is. The problem within our churches today is which
Jesus are we following? Some go back to Gospel and try to understand what it is really saying. Others
follow a Jesus who is outside Gospel, reflected in a mirror that reflects a grotesque Jesus who is nothing
like the Gospel Jesus.
Unfortunately, these verses from Mark’s gospel don’t expand on who our neighbor is. We find that
explanation in Luke – The Good Samaritan. You have to understand Jews hated Samaritans. They were
half-Jews, outsiders, not nice, can’t be trusted. Your get the picture. That Jesus chooses a Samaritan as
the hero of this little story is deliberate on his part. Jesus was forcing his listeners to choose an outside
path away from their everyday neighbors. Priests and Scribes ignoring the victim they can excuse. But a
“dirty” Samaritan they cannot excuse. No good Jew would allow a Samaritan to touch him.; they would
instantly become unclean. Yet Jesus makes this Samaritan into a neighbor to the victim.

And at its core, Jesus’ teaching is telling us that everyone, no matter their station or season of life, has an
inherent dignity and worth.
My Neighbor is Who? Pope Francis suggests that we give up the differences for Lent, and search for the
compassion, the suffering, and the feeling the need to help. Unfortunately, in this moment we feel
overwhelmed with Covid-19 cases and deaths. In Jim Wallis’ book “Christ in Crisis” he says that when
our interior lives get caught up in our own interests, there is no room for others. (We know that, don’t
we?) And when this happens, God’s voice is no longer heard. Then how can we claim we love God?
“Love God, love your neighbor – particularly the ones who are different from you – it can literally
transform our lives, our communities, our world.”
Fred Rogers invites us to be his neighbor, and put our feet into his pool with him, as he invited his friend
Officer Clemmons, and broke a color barrier right on his show. This is our journey in Lent.
God of all people, open our eyes. Help us in this season and always to truly see every human being as
our neighbor. In the name of Jesus, Amen

✞✞✞
Saturday, March 13, 2021

The Rev. Thomas Keener (Retired)
United Proclamation of the Gospel, Bethlehem

Today’s Verses: Luke 18:9-14

Most of us have taken this parable to heart. After all, almost every worship celebration among us includes
a confession of sins. We consciously identify with the prodigal son. We leave the front pew for “the
hypocrites.” We wouldn’t dare “brag” about how good we are. No, thank God we aren’t like that pharisee!
… Wait…!
We can laugh at the demon that plays such mind games with us, because our standing with God doesn’t
depend on how humble we are. It depends on God’s unconditional love for us in Christ Jesus and our
baptism as beloved daughters and sons into Jesus’ death and resurrection.
Gracious God, we thank you that you see us as we are, humble or proud, and still love us unconditionally.
Amen

✞✞✞

Sunday, March 14, 2021
The Rev. Kenneth T. Melber, Jr
(Friedens Lutheran Church, New Ringgold; Zion's Red Church, Orwigsburg)
Today’s Verses: John 9:1-41

When I told my father I was going to seminary, I remember him distinctly saying: “Why do you need to
go to school for four years? It’s just one book!” Certainly there is a multitude of things to learn about God
and God’s relationship with us – more than any one of us could learn in a lifetime.
While we are called to engage with God’s Word, one thing that I have found that holds back evangelism
is a perceived lack of knowledge. We presume that we need to have all of the answers and to know
everything there is to know before we begin to witness to the world about God. Whenever I find myself
overwhelmed by the sheer impossibility of that task, I remember today’s reading from John 9.
Jesus brings sight to a man who never had it in the first place. This sparks an incredible controversy. The
religious leaders demand answers as to how this man, begging for years, is somehow now able to see.
They question the man, who simply recounts the events: “He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and
now I see.” When the leaders cannot get the man’s parents to do more than just vouch for the fact that
their son was born blind, they bring the man in again. Once again, his testimony is simple: “I do not know
whether he (Jesus) is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.” That testimony
leads to difficulty between the man and those in power, but he is able to testify what this Jesus had done
for him, even if he didn’t fully understand the nature of how or why. Through God’s grace, this man comes
to believe in the nature of Jesus.
Each one of us has a story about how we became a Christian. We have stories about the ways in which
God has broken into our own personal worlds and shown us grace. We have stories about the ways in
which God has pushed us into places and blessings that we never even began to imagine. We have stories
about the people that God has placed into our lives to support us in our journey and for us to support in
their journey. This is the nature of evangelism.
I am encouraged by the blind man’s testimony. While there is always more to learn and while there is joy
in doing so, sometimes just the beauty of knowing that Christ has done for me and the world that brings
joy and hope. There is something lovely about the simplicity of it all.
Knowing what God has done will make us want to learn more about God, but there is no benchmark for
when you become “qualified” to speak about God. Indeed, Jesus himself noted the reason for the miracle:
“so that God’s works might be revealed in him.” Sometimes – it is simply enough to say: “One thing I do
know – that though I was blind, now I see.”

God of all times and places, you hold the wisdom of the universe in your hands. We give you thanks for
the many ways you have made yourself known to your Church and to those whom you would call your
own sons and daughters. Guide us in the way of salvation. Squash our complacency. Let us tell the world
of your wonders. Let your works be revealed in us. Amen

✞✞✞
Monday, March 15, 2021

Megan Cameron (Director of Christian Education,
Christ Hamilton United Lutheran Church)

Today’s Verses: John 4:43-54

We’ve all been there, haven’t we? During times of crisis, desperation, anguish...we drop to our knees and
beg God for mercy, to answer our prayers, to give us a sign. It is easy to have faith when there is evidence
of God. But do we need a constant barrage of signs to have unwavering faith?
God wants us to always have faith. We know that God works in His own way, on His own time. Why?
He knows better than we do. He sees the bigger picture. He IS the bigger picture. There are moments when
His ways and His timing doesn’t seem to match what we want them to be, or what we think it should be.
God wants our faith to be steadfast—during good times and during not so good times.
The royal official had a child so sick that he was near death, and the man was hoping for a miracle. He
met Jesus as He returned to Galilee because the man believed Jesus could heal his son. After asking Jesus
to follow him home to his child, Jesus simply said, “Go; your son will live.”
Any parent with a sick child would be able to relate to the feeling of sheer desperation in those moments.
The man wanted Jesus to follow him home. Did he feel defeated when Jesus instead told him to “go”? Do
we feel defeated when our prayers aren’t answered the way we wanted them to be? God remains in control
and already has plans for us. His plans may not always be what we want, but He promises to always take
care of us. He just wants us to BELIEVE.
Jesus voices His frustrations when He says, “Unless you people see signs and wonders, you will never
believe.” We are to expect to face challenges while we live this life here on earth. Our life won’t always
be comfortable. It won’t always be happy. But we are promised an eternal life if we follow Jesus.

Think of all the things we ask for. And what does God ask of us? He wants us to have unwavering faith.
He wants us to communicate with Him through prayer and conversation on a regular basis. He wants us
to love and spread His word just as Jesus did. And He wants us to lay down our troubles at His feet and
trust that He will take care of us, just like a good father does.
Gracious God, we pray that you are in our hearts always, during good times and bad times, so that we
may have comfort in knowing the incredible love and grace you have for us. During times we may not feel
your presence, please always guide us back to the path that leads to you, Lord. Carry us during times we
feel we can’t pick ourselves up. Know what is in our hearts and forgive us when we sin. Strengthen us and
fill us with the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

✞✞✞
Tuesday, March 16, 2021

Rev. Brandon M. Heavner
(St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, Bethlehem)

Today’s Verses: John 5:1-16

If Jesus offered to heal you of any affliction, would you take him up on it?
Beth-zatha, sometimes rendered “Bethesda,” means ‘house of mercy.’ What a fitting name for a place
where many with physical ailments sought healing and care from their neighbors at these waters. Ancient
sources record that people believed an angel of the Lord would come and stir the waters of the pool,
healing the first to enter troubled waters.
When Jesus seeks out this man and asks him, “Do you want to be made well?”, the man replies with a
mournful observation of his predicament, not an acceptance of this remarkable gift. “Sir, I have no one to
put me into the pool when the water is stirred up; and while I am making my way, someone else steps
down ahead of me.” Healing seems impossible not because his illness seems insurmountable, but because
he consistently experiences an absence of mercy and kindness from those around him.
Everyone clamors for their own chance at salvation, leaving those less equipped to enter the pool to
continue their struggle and lament their agony in collective isolation. No one is willing to show this man
mercy and kindness except Jesus. Newly liberated from almost four decades of suffering, he walks away.
No thanks for Jesus’ healing miracle, no praise to God for removing his affliction. No offer to ease the
suffering of the many other invalids still strewn along the steps of mercy’s house.

Jesus warns against the sin of such indifference, but the cycle continues even as he reports Jesus to the
religious authorities, who “started persecuting Jesus, because he was doing such things on the sabbath.”
We recoil at the lack of gratitude and mounting hostility, yet Jesus heals nonetheless. Jesus heals regardless
of means, temperament, even desire. Jesus heals in such a miraculous way that overcomes not only the
physical ailments of the chronically afflicted, but also the collective isolation which pits neighbor against
neighbor in search of a liberation we cannot claim on our own. Healing and mercy rule the day, despite
all that we encounter within ourselves and from our neighbors which testify otherwise.
Jesus does offer to heal us, providing us with a community to lower us into the troubled waters, and the
opportunity to share God’s merciful kindness with the world. Jesus’ presence in the world gives us the
healing strength to take up our own mats and walk in the house of mercy where no one has to struggle for
our place in life. May God’s healing mercy be at work in your own life, and may our gratitude for this gift
point others to the One who makes us whole.
Let us pray. God of mercy, raise us up to walk with you. Heal our wearied being, that in your presence
we may point the way for others to know your sabbath’s wholeness. Amen

✞✞✞
Wednesday, March 17, 2021

The Rev. Jennifer Heavner
(Star of Bethlehem Lutheran, Bethlehem)

Today’s Verses: John 5:17-30

How do you limit God’s work in your life? How do you underestimate God’s powerful love moving in
the world?
Yesterday’s reading from John sets the scene for our text today. Jesus finds a man suffering from a
paralytic condition who longed for thirty-eight years to be healed. He waits alongside others looking for
healing from the pool’s waters unable to lift himself. He, and the others with him, have their eyes fixed
on the water paying no attention to Christ in their midst.
Jesus asks if he wishes to be healed and the man answers by explaining why he can’t be healed without
Jesus helping him into the pool at the precise moment it stirred. Jesus responds by defying this limiting
“healing protocol,” by instructing him to “rise, take up your bed and walk.” And walk he does.

Our text today is Jesus’ response to another limiting set of laws on which human eyes were fixed. Members
of the religious institution saw the man carrying his bed and wanted to know who gave him this unlawful
instruction to work on the Sabbath.
They don’t seem to be concerned with the healing, just the disregard for the law. It’s Jesus’ shirking of
human parameters and protocols placed around God’s activity that raises their ire and causes their
questioning.
Jesus’ response is an amazing discourse about who he is and how God works. There are so many
important, rich themes in these fourteen verses that I could write a dissertation! But, for the sake of our
Lenten journey, I ask the question again—how do you limit God’s work? What parameters do you place
around what God can and cannot accomplish?
This is Jesus’ response: God is always working. How can we be sure? How can we know we’re worthy
of Godly healing and transformation? Jesus. Jesus proclaims that his redemptive work is a perfect
reflection of God’s work and will. Jesus shatters the limitations and short-sighted thinking we humans
place on God. Where humans say “you can’t,” Jesus says “watch me!” Watch me heal, restore, and
transform the world. God has been and will always be working to transform. Why? Love. God loves. Jesus
is love incarnate. Recall Jesus’ mission statement just two chapters prior to this passage: “For God so
loved the world that God sent Jesus the Son, so that all who believe in him may not perish but have eternal
life.” (John 3:16)
I invite you to think about the limitations you place on God’s work. Is there something in your life that
needs healing? Something you long to be transformed but simply can’t believe God can or will offer new
life? As an unknown author once wrote,
If you think you’ve blown God’s plan for your life,
Rest in this:
You, my dear friend, are not that powerful.
God of love and life, help me see myself and the world through the eyes of Jesus. Even when I cannot see
or believe it, assure me that God’s powerful love is already at work in my life and the world. Amen.

✞✞✞

Thursday, March 18, 2021

Kristen Edelman-Weiner
(NEPA Synod Vice-President)

Today’s Verses: John 5:31-

I have a love-hate relationship with social media. Do you?
I love that it connects me and help me sustain relationships, especially now. But I hate how often I feel
too connected – as though too many voices are bombarding me in my “feeds” After the first few posts, I
start feeling overwhelmed by the voices. They seem to try to talk louder, or be funnier, or be more
inflammatory, than each other not only to get my attention, but to get anyone’s attention who might agree
(or disagree) with them and say so.
At least in my feed, if not yours, many of these assertive voices are focused on Christianity, or more
specifically, shouting their interpretation of Christianity (or some church-y topic du jour) so that all who
believe may be educated and come to see the world exactly like them. It’s less like preaching and more
like …screeching. It seeks the applause of “likes” and “shares”, and never fails to draw in a crowd for
comments.
Social Media experts call this “engagement,” and say this is the way you know you’re “doing” social
media “right”. But if this kind of engagement is “right”, why is it forever giving me a headache?
Did Jesus know why, even 2000 years before the advent of Facebook and Twitter? I think he did. And he
warned us about it (but we’ve been a little busy talking lately…)
“How can you believe,” he asks, “since you accept glory from one another but do not seek the glory
that comes from the only God?” (John 5, 44)
Uh oh. How often have we let “likes” and “shares” turn our heads and hearts? How often have we gotten
so wrapped up in our own arguments that we fail to wrap our minds and arms around the real gifts around
us?
I confess that I’m no stranger to the thrill of social media “glory”. And I’m most certainly not proud that
I have been, and still am often tempted to, jump onto the social stage in order to “engage,” armed with a
smattering of facts and no shortage of my own opinions.

Reflecting on this passage, I’ve come to an unsettling conclusion that I’ve allowed myself to become far
too busy watching and engaging in performative Christianity to pay attention to what really matters: my
own very real relationship with God. I haven’t been turning directly to God nearly as often lately as I’ve
been allowing my head to turn toward others’ words and proclamations about God. And my goodness, I
really need to re-focus. Do you, too?
Luckily for me (for all of us!), when Jesus spoke these words, he also knew something else: he was going
to die on the cross so that my sins – sins just like these -- would be forgiven.
I bring my sadness to you, Lord, and I confess to You my lament: how often I allow others, and even
myself, to out-shout the Truest Voice. You hear the voice of my heart that often struggles in a loud world,
among many voices and distractions. Help me to focus on not seeking from others what can only be found
in my relationship with You. Amen

✞✞✞
Friday, March 19, 2021
Joseph, Guardian of Jesus
Today’s Verses: John 7:1-2, 10, 25-30

The Rev. Carol B. Kehler
(St. Paul’s and Nativity, Reading)

Sometimes it is most helpful to read the verses before and after an assigned text as well as the verses that
are not included in the passage. I invite you to do this for today’s reading.
At the end of John 6, we learn that many of Jesus’ disciples are deserting him and he asks the twelve if
they want to leave as well, to which Simon Peter responds, “Lord, to whom can we go? You have the
words of eternal life.”
Those weren’t easy times for our Lord—followers were turning away, the twelve didn’t understand what
their Teacher was doing and urged a different approach, Jesus knew that one close to him would betray
him and others were plotting to kill him. Yet, Jesus persisted. He knew whose he was, who sent him, and
when his time would be. Our Lord kept his focus on his mission and ministry, in spite of everything going
on around him.

As we look back over this past year and toward the foreseeable future, we, too, see, hear, and experience
much swirling chaos all around us. It might be easy to get caught up in such events but just like the first
disciples, we also know it is he to whom we go for our Lord does give us eternal life. We may not always
get it but we pray we know enough to keep our eyes on Jesus Christ.
When we keep our focus on Jesus, his love, and his teachings, we can trust that he will see us through
these challenging times. For us as his followers, it is not always easy to talk about, preach, and proclaim
the way of Jesus which is more often than not contrary to the world’s way. But that is what we are called
to do – for we do not do it on our own, but are sent by Jesus.
Dear Lord Jesus, we know that you are the Messiah and that you are with us always. In the midst of
troubling, uncertain times, guide us and give us the courage and strength to follow you, to know your
truth, and to proclaim your Good News. Amen

✞✞✞
Saturday, March 20, 2021

Sylvia Havlish, M.Ed.
(Coordinator of Bereavement Ministry, Lutheran Congregational Services)
Today’s Verses: John 7:40-52

I am writing this in February just after I’ve finished watching the Impeachment hearings…and I can’t help
but see the irony in these verses compared to what our country is going through today. Division ... over
what people of that time thought about who Jesus really was ... and the separation it caused.
In Verse 40 “Some of the people said, ‘This really is the Prophet.’” In Verse 41, others said, “This is the
Christ.” In Verses 41-42, others didn’t see how he could be the Messiah.
But then, there was the officers’ report: “Why did you not bring him in?” The officers answered, “No one
ever spoke like this man.”
To me, that sums up the Jesus I know. A writer, Betsy Lee, says it like this: “There is a stillness about
him, a composure that will not be hurried. He glances up at you. His eyes are not like the others; they are
soft with mercy.”

In my sessions with broken, grieving people…and in my own life as a recent widow…this is the essence
of how I find Him in my quiet time, in my prayers. I try so much to pass this message on to the precious
people I encounter in this ministry. Again, I turn to a quote by Betsy Lee to close this devotion:
“You are left alone with Jesus. Quietly, he comes close. He reaches out and lifts your chin up with his
hand. He smiles and wipes away the tears that stain your cheeks. His touch takes your breath away. He
makes you feel cherished. Lovely. Slowly he helps you to your feet. ‘Go now,’ he says, ‘and leave your
life of sin.’”
While everyone in these verses seems to be arguing and finding fault with others, we are left to take in the
officers’ words: “No one ever spoke like this man.”
Good and Gracious God, help us to remember that our relationship with you is based on mutual respect
and understanding. As your followers, we do not lose out identity as a unique person, but we retain our
freedom and individuality as you guide us into our relationship with you. Amen

✞✞✞
Sunday, March 21, 2021

The Rev. Charles Grube
(St Paul's Lutheran Church, Dallas)

Today’s Verses: John 12:20-33

In the world of marketing, you put your best foot forward and show yourself and your product in the best
possible light. The setbacks, small print, and side effects aren’t your best selling point, so they get tagged
on at the end, on the bottom, or not at all.
Greek outsiders come to Philip, one of Jesus’ followers, and tell him they wish to see Jesus. But Jesus’
words to them would make the marketing department cringe. Words about a grain of wheat buried and
dead, hating their life, servanthood, and dying by being “lifted up” - on a cross is the implication. That’s
no way to sell your messianic movement.
But Jesus isn’t selling anything; his hour has come. In the dialectical telling of John’s poetry and Jesus’
purpose, the dead grain of wheat is all about bearing fruit, hating one’s life is about having eternal life,
servanthood is all about sharing in Jesus’ life, and being lifted up on a cross in crucifixion is his purpose
and glory.

Jesus is all about truth in advertising: the truth of God’s love for the whole world, drawn together in that
incarnate presence and his death on a cross. Which leads us to the question about our own wishes to see
Jesus. What is it that we expect to see? How does that compare with what Jesus says of himself? And what
do we say about ourselves?
For whatever fine print, side effects, or setbacks you can reveal about yourself, for whatever ways of
death, servitude, or hate mark your life or hold sway over you, for whatever marketing-style best possible
light you show to others, the truth is that in baptism, you are a beloved child of God, joined to Christ in
his death so that you may also be joined to his resurrection, and a servant of the Lord of life. You are a
spirit-filled saint and saved and redeemed sinner. And it’s in that truth that we come in repentance to see
Jesus this Lent and every day.
Lord Jesus, draw me to you and to your truth. Strengthen me to bear fruit, to follow you, and to serve in
your presence and in the assurance of your gift of eternal life. Amen

✞✞✞
Monday, March 22, 2021
Today’s Verses: John 8:2-11

The Rev. Eileen Smith LeVan (Retired)

This story of Jesus has always had a special resonance for me as a woman. Even as a very young woman,
I remember feeling outraged that the man, the woman’s partner in the act of adultery, is never referenced,
much less named or presented along with her for judgement.
We really know nothing about her personally, but she is, after all, a woman and therefore someone without
power or privilege or rights. She is absolutely helpless in the hands of the scribes and Pharisees, very
much men of power, privilege and influence.
When she is brought before Jesus by these very powerful men, it is apparent that she is nothing to them
other than a powerless woman they can use to try to trap Jesus.
Jesus, of course, very skillfully eludes their trap. What was it, we wonder, that he was writing on the
ground as they challenged him with the law of Moses, which called for her death by stoning? What silent
message did he send that gave such power to his challenge:

‘Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.’ Could his writing in the
dust of the ground be a reminder to these scriptural scholars of a teaching from those scriptures that
challenged their right to demand the death of this powerless woman? Perhaps a reminder of Jeremiah
17:13: Lord, you are the hope of Israel; all who forsake you will be put to shame. Those who turn away
from you will be written in the dust because they have forsaken the Lord, the spring of living water. (NIV)
Could Jesus be reminding them that their failure to practice mercy and compassion is a sign that they have
turned away from the ways of the Lord?
Whatever his writing in the dust means we may never really know. But it obviously serves as a challenge
to them, reminding them of their own vulnerability for judgement and their illegitimate attempt to wield
the power of death. In the face of Jesus’ challenge, attempting to stone this woman to death would be a
blatant claim of sinlessness, a claim they are unwilling to make. So one by one they drop their stones and
go away, beginning with the elders.
As a woman, I confess that I’ve found it too easy to identify with the condemned woman in this story. But
as I have been pondering it recently, I have realized that I also need to recognize the temptation to be like
the scribes and Pharisees. Yes, I am a woman. But I’m also white, middle class and educated. There are
ways in which I am privileged and hold power.
As a follower of Jesus, it is essential that I scrutinize my own position of power and privilege and ask
myself if I have abused that position and caused suffering to people who are vulnerable? Are there ways
that my position of power and privilege can be used to express mercy and compassion and healing in
places of suffering?
He has told you, O mortal, what is good;
and what does the LORD require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? Micah 6:8 (NRSV)
Compassionate and merciful Lord, teach me to humbly recognize the privileges of my life as opportunities
to serve, that I may be a vessel of your mercy and a servant of your love. Amen.

✞✞✞

Tuesday, March 23, 2021

Pastor Katie Lyon
(Christ Lutheran Church, Reading)

Today’s Verses: John 8:21-30

Jesus keeps telling people who he is and what he has to do but no one seems to get it. In fact, no one wants
to get it. Today he tells those gathered that he has to go away and they can’t come with him. Immediately
they think he means he’s going to kill himself. What he’s saying is too far out of their comfort zone to
even fathom yet alone comprehend what he means.
So Jesus has to explain even further. “You are from below, I am from above; you are of this world, I am
not of this world. I told you that you would die in your sins, for you will die in your sins unless you believe
that I am he.” And Jesus is getting fed up with them. How is it that you don’t get it? How can I convince
you? Today he even wants to condemn them, but remembers it’s not his job to condemn but to forgive.
I’m sure Jesus gets fed up with us too. Time and time again Jesus tells us what to do but instead we do
our own thing. We question everything he is doing for us and we are not so sure we can follow him. We
put ourselves first. We forget to love others as Jesus loved us. So Jesus is justified in wanting to condemn
us. But thanks be to God that Jesus doesn’t do that. Instead he takes the blame for us. He loves us and
forgives us. He keeps showing us the better way to live.
Merciful Creator, may we remember the ways of Jesus this Lenten season. May we know that he dies for
us. May we turn to him and live. And finally, may we share his message of love and light with the
world. Amen

✞✞✞

Wednesday, March 24, 2021

The. Rev. Chris Druckenmiller
(St. Peter's Lutheran Church, Plainfield/Pen Argyl)

Today’s Verses: John 8:31-42

“You can’t fill a cup that’s already full” is wisdom from Buddhism, but I was reminded of that expression
when I read this passage, in particular verse 37, where Jesus tells those who are listening to him (or not
listening as the case may be) that they wish to kill him because there is no place in them for his word.
These believers in Jesus thought they knew who and what Jesus was and should be. They were looking
for a Messiah in their image, one who would fulfil the prophecies according to their understanding and
lead them toward a future that they envisioned. When Jesus told them something that they didn’t want to
hear, they suddenly went from being believers in Jesus, and followers of Jesus, to wanting to kill him.
Their cups were too full of their own understanding to be able to receive what Jesus was trying to give
them. As a result, they eventually ended up achieving their goal and killing the One sent by God.
How often do we do the same thing? We come to God and we have certain expectations of how things are
going to go. Our minds are made up. Our cups are full. And when God tries to fill our cups with his
purposes, his understandings, his blessings for us, there is no room. In order to receive what God has to
offer, we have to be willing to empty ourselves, to quiet our minds and our busy schedules, to give up our
own understanding, so that God might give us wisdom and blessing.
It’s hard. I know. Everything this world teaches us is that we need to busy ourselves and fill ourselves up
to try and satisfy that longing within us. But only God can do that, in his way, in his timing, and with his
mercy and blessing for each of us.
Gracious God, help us to empty ourselves so that we might be filled by you: by your purpose for our lives,
by your wisdom to know what is right, by your love and mercy to care for others. Give us the courage to
let go of what we hold so tightly so that you might give us a better portion of what you have in store for
us. In the name of your Holy Son, Jesus, we pray. Amen.

✞✞✞

Thursday, March 25, 2021

The Rev. Maritza Torres Dolich
(Christ Lutheran Church, Allentown)

Today’s Verses: John 8:51-59 .

Names are important in our Western culture. Parents choose names for their children after much thought
and discussion. For the rest of a person's life, he or she is identified by the name given at birth. My name
Maritza for example is the diminutive of Maria from Mary in Hebrew. The Latin American pronunciation
is ma-REET-sa. And I just discovered on Google that my name also means “Of the sea.” Who knew?!
My husband and sons call me mom, my grandkids call me Oma, my family in Philly and a few friends
call me Mári. I also have the titles of Reverend and Pastor and Pastora. Each of my names and titles
conjures up different images and characteristics of who I am, of who I have become in the lives of my
family, friends, and community.
Yet the significance of names in our day cannot compare with the significance of names in biblical times.
For ancient peoples a name expressed the essence or identity of a person. According to Proverbs 22:1, "A
good name is more desirable than great riches." In the biblical world, a good name meant more than even
a good reputation, because it identified the character of the person carrying it. To name someone or
something implies that the namer understands enough about the named and its circumstances to describe
it and make use of it. So, when God tells us "I know you by name" (Ex. 33:17), it means more than that
God recognizes us individually. Rather, God understands completely who and what we are.
In the Gospel of John the names of Jesus and/or titles are mentioned at least 16 times. Of these, seven or
eight are “I am” statements, depending on how you count them.
1. And Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to Me shall never hunger, and he
who believes in Me shall never thirst” (John 6:35).
2. Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not
walk in darkness, but have the light of life” (John 8:12).
3. “I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find
pasture” (John 10:9).
4. “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd gives His life for the sheep” (John 10:11).
5. Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die,
he shall live” (John 11:25).

6. Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through
Me” (John 14:6).
7. “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser” (John 15:1).
8. I Am – “Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” John 8:58.
The eighth “I am” statement found in John 8:58 is the most profound of the bunch. The name of I AM is
how God chose to introduce God-self, becoming so sacred that in Judaism, the name is not to be spoken.
The significance of God’s self-given name encompasses all that God is, and how we are to relate to God.
Leviticus 24 says that a person caught taking God's name in vain was to be stoned. It was a capital offense.
Here Jesus makes two improbable claims that rocked the world of the Jews to whom he addressed. He
said that he existed before Abraham, who had died perhaps 2000 years prior to Jesus of Nazareth. He also
equated himself to God, taking the holy name that God revealed to Moses in the burning bush (Exodus
3:14). When Moses asked God how He should be identified to Israel, God said "I AM WHO I AM…Say
this to the people of Israel: 'I AM has sent me to you.'" This phrase implies the simplest expression of
God's nature: God just is, God must be. When Jesus uses this phrasing, He is deliberately invoking that
same essence. Their reaction? They pick up stones to throw at Jesus but are thwarted in that attempt for
Jesus’ time had not yet come (John 7:6). Instead, Jesus hid himself and left the temple. This eighth “I am”
statement of Jesus establishes him as our Lord and God. He is our Redeemer and Friend, the source and
center of all truth.
If we want to be like Jesus—if we want our lives to reflect His character—we need to know more about
what He was like. In the Scriptures, a person’s name had great significance. It reflected that person’s
character—telling a story about that person. That is why the names given to Jesus are so important. Each
name of Jesus recorded in the Bible is a way through which we know Him better. Seeing Him more clearly
leads to knowing Him better. And knowing Him better will empower us to be Jesus in the world around
us.
Lord your name is Holy above all other names. You are mystery, paradox, and contradiction. We cannot
know you, yet we are known in you. Continue to reveal yourself in all you have created. Help us to live
out the names of your son Jesus the Christ. Transform us that we may be light where there is darkness,
bread where there is hunger, hope in the midst of despair. We beseech you in all the names of Jesus. Amen

✞✞✞

Friday, March 26, 2021

Liz Koerner
(Pastoral Candidate, NEPA Synod)

Today’s Verses: John 10:31-42

The punishment of stoning in scripture is one that is threatened and acted upon towards those who have
gone against the norm of society at the time. We hear of the attempted stoning of the woman caught in
adultery just two chapters earlier in John 8, and now here, as the Judeans want to stone Jesus for doing the
work that God has called everyone to do.
The thought that folks are so quick to condemn in response to someone who does things differently is
probably the most human part about this text. The tendency we have as human beings to condemn rather
than attempt to understand that which we do not know is a theme present throughout scripture and the rest
of history as we know it. We are quick to judge those who go against what we know because the alternative
of learning and understanding and listening is the path less traveled, but the path most important to find.
Christ looks towards the Judeans with no anger, for he knows they are only fearing him as the unknown
and as a person who goes against the status quo without actually committing any wrong doing. Yet,
because he shows love and compassion to all people, and circumvents those societal norms, their
immediate reaction is to stone and condemn him.
Christ, in this situation, following the story of the Good Shepherd, is giving us an example of what it looks
like to stand up for yourself and your actions when you know the actions you are doing are being done in
love and faith. If the work that is being done is the right thing to do, and is for the betterment of God’s
people, does it matter that it is being done differently?
What would it look like if as followers of Christ, our first instinct was to listen and to understand like
Christ listened? What if we took a moment to reflect before finding a stone to throw and letting our anger
overtake us? What if we opened our hearts rather than clenching our fists? Let us learn together in love.
Gracious God, who creates us uniquely in this world, and provides grace and mercy beyond our own
understanding, give us the courage to listen like Christ listened and seek understanding before acting,
love before anger, and self-reflection before picking up the stone. Help us to encourage one another in
following Christs example of grace and mercy while doing the work of God in our world. In Jesus holy
name we pray, Amen

✞✞✞

Saturday, March 27, 2021

The Rev. Michael J. Scholtes
(Prince of Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church, Bangor)

Today’s Verses: John 11:45-56

Now you’ve done it, Jesus. It was bad enough when you gave eyesight to the blind, bad enough when you
gave healing to the sick, bad enough when you taught the people your wisdom. But now you’ve done it –
you gave life to the dead. Lazarus was dead, and you brought him back. And that’s the last straw, Jesus.
The religious leaders won’t stand for it. “It is better to have one man die for the people than to have the
whole nation destroyed!” announced Caiaphas the High Priest. So frightened of the Romans was Caiaphas,
so frightened of what would happen if the people all start to believe in you. So frightened.
Your days are numbered, Jesus. There’s a price on your head now. You’d better run. Run back to Galilee.
Better yet, leave the whole nation. Head to Syria, maybe Cappadocia. Or back to Egypt – the place where
Joseph and Mary protected you from Herod – go back again, just until this blows over!
But you’re not running, Jesus. You’re staying in Judea, aren’t you? In fact, you’re going to be quite close
to Jerusalem for the Passover, when they’ll all be on the lookout for you. You’re going to walk right into
their trap. You’re going to be arrested, tried, beaten. And you’re going to be sentenced to immediate
crucifixion. And all because you brought life to the dead. There’s a sick balance there, Jesus, isn’t there?
Your death in exchange for Lazarus’ life. Not quite an eye for an eye, is it?
But that won’t be the end either, will it? Lazarus’ life was just the beginning, wasn’t it? Your death won’t
stick. Your passion won’t be in vain. Your suffering will bring about something far greater than the
restoration of a single life, as if that weren’t enough! When you are raised up on that cross, when the
leaders think they’ve finally gotten you, you will turn the whole world upside down, won’t you? When
you are raised up, you’ll shine for all the world to see. You’ll positively explode with life and light, a life
and light that envelops and enlightens all peoples, all nations, of all times. They don’t know what they’re
about to do, do they? When they strike you down, you will transform death itself into the life of all people.
And you know all that now, don’t you, Jesus? Even now, while Lazarus is still scrubbing the smell off his
skin, you know what’s coming. It’s already in motion. And you’re going to see it to the end. Now you’ve
done it, Jesus. Now you’ve transformed the whole world forever. Now you’ve made us whole.
Let us pray. Lord Jesus, thank you for your steadfast faithfulness, for walking where you walked and
accomplishing what you accomplished. Let your Spirit fill us with faith and hope in you. Amen.

✞✞✞

Sunday, March 28, 2021
Palm Sunday
Today’s Verses: Matthew 21:1-11

The Rev. Don Brown
(Jerusalem Western Salisbury Church, Salisbury Township)

When we look carefully at this story about a parade – everyone loves a parade - we can easily get a little
confused. The story presents us with a large group of people, waiting for Jesus to come back to them.
Back to Jerusalem with much fanfare. Ready to save them from the occupiers. They were waiting for a
mighty warrior on a fast chariot. Instead, they got Jesus, a quiet man on a borrowed donkey.
After more than a year of living under the burdens and restrictions and closings all while wearing a mask.
Too many dying from this ruthless pandemic that has occupied and continues to occupy our lives. We are
ready to continue calling out to our God. Hosanna! Save us! We need to be ready to consider this story of
Palm Sunday in a new way this year.
On first read, the scripture lesson sounds like they are cheering and praising Jesus as he enters the city.
Jesus travelling down the road from the Mount of Olives to go back up and into the walls of the Holy City
of Jerusalem. The crowd is calling out and hollering and waving their palm branches as Jesus rides the
borrowed donkey. They were yelling ‘Hosanna! Hosanna! Hosanna!’ Seemingly, at first take to be
praising Jesus, and giving thanks for Jesus. But instead, these people way were actually yelling ‘Save us,
help us.’ ‘Hosanna! Help us Holy One!’ ‘Please rescue us, Holy One!’
If we are not careful, we also risk the same kind of misunderstanding. The people in the gospel story
thought this prophet, who might be the Messiah, could be the one who would save them from the Roman
occupation. Not long after this big parade, they discovered that this was not that kind of Savior. Jesus
did not talk about pulling together an army and weapons to crush the Roman empire.
Instead, Jesus went and had supper with his friends, and then Jesus went into the garden to pray. It did
not take long for them to think there was not going to be any saving. At least not in the way they thought
the saving or salvation should come.
So perhaps Palm Sunday 2021 hangs on those two words: ‘save’ and ‘us’. There it is, for all of us to see
and contemplate. It seems to me, the risk of Holy Week this year is that we will take a peek at Jesus'
actions, we will hear the stories again and think, "Hmm, this doesn't look much like saving to me." What
does it look like to be saved by God?
For this writer, the notion and understanding of being saved by God begins with the understanding and
belief that our God is a God who comes to us where we are, on our level.

It is from this vantage point in the midst of our lives right where we are today, these messy parts that we
need to trust in the one who saves us, and loves us, and sees us all the way through to the other side.
As we begin the transition to Holy Week, the Passion of Christ, and the recognition of the sacrifice made
on our behalf by our Savior, we ask ourselves ... is there anything better than waving these palm branches
and shouting loud - Hosanna! Save Us! Hosanna! Save Us! Hosanna! Save Us!
Grateful and blessed are you, loving God, in Jesus Christ you came to show the way to live our lives, not
as a noisy ruler, but as a quiet humble servant, riding a borrowed donkey. Enter into our hearts this day
with mercy and love, that we may greet you with shouts of praise; through Christ, our Sovereign and
Savior. Amen

✞✞✞
Monday, March 29, 2021

The Rev. Dr. Steven H. Shussett
(Schwarzwald Lutheran Church, Exeter Twp)

Today’s Verses: John 12:1-11

As many times as I had read the words “You always have the poor with you,” I had no idea what they
meant until I began my ministry at St. Paul’s-Allentown. This church was the city’s hub of caring for the
homeless, including food and medical care, shelter and social services, worship and service. Among the
poor who were with us, we saw some people nearly every day, others every Sunday, and still others for a
day or a season. Many experiencing poverty were with us, and while it wasn’t always easy, we were
changed by them, every bit as much as we could have hoped to change their lives for the better.
Lindsey Jodrey of Princeton Theological Seminary points out that in the complicated grammar of ancient
Greek, the words commonly translated as “you always have the poor with you” can also be a command,
directing us to “Keep the poor among you always.”
On that day he was prepared for his burial, Jesus told us we would not have him with us always. Not in
flesh and blood. But as we care for the hungry, thirsty, and naked among us today, it is as if we were
caring for him. Perhaps keeping the poor among us always is the means by which we keep Jesus among
us always, he who changes hearts, minds, systems, and all creation.

God of the sparrow, you who keep a loving eye on the smallest among us, we beg for your mercies upon
those who all too often go unseen among us, not because they are hidden, but because we avert our eyes.
We don’t want to see what poverty looks like, what could befall any of us except for grace and
circumstances beyond our control. We look away from what an economic system that has benefited so
many of us has done to devalue so many others. Give us the courage of Bartimaeus, the blind beggar, to
leap up, to risk our place and forego our security, all to follow Jesus and his sacrificial witness. And may
we have eyes of faith to see that same Jesus in the hungry, naked, and homeless among us, so much so
that like dirty angels, we might minister to any in the wilderness of our making. We pray this in the name
of our manna-making God, whose son, the basket-filling Jesus, testifies that by grace-induced goodwill,
there is more than enough for all of us. Amen.

✞✞✞
Tuesday, March 30, 2021

Sammy Kelly (NEPA Synod Director
Youth, Young Adult, and Faith Formation Ministries)

Today’s Verses: John 13:21-33, 36-38

What I noticed first about this Scripture passage was how much humanity is jam packed inside. It is easy
to romanticize Jesus’ initial disciples, assuming they did everything the “right way” – whatever that might
mean. When we read passages like this one, we realize that just because we are a disciple of Jesus does
not mean we are suddenly perfect followers of Christ… the first few sure weren’t.
•
•
•
•

In John 13:22, Jesus’ disciples hear a message from Jesus, but clearly feel they are lacking all of
the details.
In John 13:27, Jesus speaks to Judas Iscariot, but “no one at the meal understood why Jesus said”
what was said.
In John 13:36-37, Jesus tells Peter he can’t follow him and Peter, rather than accepting Jesus at his
word, questions, “why?”
In John 37-38, Peter assures Jesus he will lay down his life for Jesus. Jesus immediately tells Peter
that he will actually do the opposite.

The disciples knew what it was to lack understanding. They knew what it meant to contradict what Jesus
was asking from them. They knew what it was like to be convinced they were on the right path, only to
be shown the opposite. Jesus’ first group of friends and followers knew what it meant to be absolutely
human.
If they were around today, they might know exactly how it feels not to know how to respond to someone’s
seemingly radical political, social, or theological belief. They might not be ready for gratitude or even
hope, instead left asking “why, Jesus?” They would probably even get tripped up a few times, thinking
they were loving their neighbor well only to be surprised that they were putting their own desires first all
along.
I hope you find comfort in the fact that Jesus’ disciples were not perfect… and they still aren’t. Jesus’
disciples can and do struggle with the realities and tensions of our day just as much as they did when Jesus
was alongside them. They can and do lament. On behalf of themselves and on behalf of others. They can
and do get turned around the wrong way sometimes… or many times… or most times!
Fortunately, Jesus does not ask us for perfection. Jesus was perfect enough for us all. And through Jesus’
death and resurrection, a gap between us and the Holy One we strive to reflect was bridged. That no matter
how many times we lack the answers, how often we get turned around, or how far we feel from being
ready to love like Jesus did… God loves us anyway.
Disciple, remember you are loved. Right where you are. Today, just as much as yesterday. Tomorrow, no
matter what comes.
Thank you, Jesus for this gift of eternal and unconditional love. Amen.

✞✞✞

Wednesday, March 31, 2021

Debra Obeid
(Salem-St Paul Lutheran Church, Kresgeville)

Today’s Verses: Matthew 26:14-25:

I grew up in a small suburban neighborhood, the kind of place where you can step outside and see a
neighbor and actually carry on a conversation at almost any time of the day. Summers were especially fun
in my neighborhood. Backyard pools were open to all the older kids and pool hopping was a daily event,
but not for my younger sister and I who were too young to participate.
My mom, very clearly and sternly with no exceptions, laid down the law that my sister and I were
forbidden to go to anyone’s pool without her. For the most part that was an easy rule for me to follow.
Until one day, while having a grand time with a billion friends squished into our wading pool, Anthony
(a nearby neighbor) yelled over the fence to invite everyone to his bigger in ground pool. This left only
the two of us and our floaties sitting in isolation and me consumed with envy.
Since I had just turned eight, I determined on my own accord that I too was old enough to venture into
Anthony’s pool. I found a clever way to trick my babysitter into letting me take a walk while my younger
sister was napping. I quickly escaped and seized the moment by cutting through the neighbor’s fences that
led into Anthony’s yard. I felt so cool and grown that I took that leap into the pool not realizing I jumped
into the deep end. That feeling of coolness quickly changed into humiliation when Anthony’s mother
swooped me out of the pool.
I was able to scramble back home and go to my room quickly and change for dinner without running into
my mother. As I slipped into my place at the dinner table, I wasn’t sure if my mom knew, but I knew she
knew because my mother knew everything. At least that’s what she told us. I had an uneasy feeling in the
pit of my stomach. It was something an eight-year-old could not articulate, but never the less, the feeling
was strong. At the dinner table I avoided eye contact at all costs so it was hard for me to determine how
to read my mother’s face. Was she mad? Was she disappointed? Or could it be I g0t away with it? As the
meal went on with all the usual banter; my sister picking at her food, and my brothers trying to talk with
their mouths full of mashed potatoes just to gross us out, I could remember how I felt welcomed and loved
at that table. Later that evening my mom privately approached me and told me she knew about my
adventure. She kissed me and said she was happy I was ok.
Although I was too young to articulate that feeling of having just betrayed my mother’s trust, the gutwrenching feeling was still there. When I read this particular Gospel, I remember that day I myself became
a betrayer and how it felt to be loved unconditionally by the one whom I betrayed.

People betray for a number of reasons; ambition, greed and self-preservation. Too often when we are the
ones who are betrayed, we cut ties of the betrayer, sometimes never allowing that person to enter into our
lives again.
But not Jesus. Jesus knew what Judas did and was about to do and yet Judas was allowed to take his place
at the table with the twelve. Judas did the unthinkable for 30 pieces of silver, the lowest price of a slave
at that time. Judas betrayed his good friend Jesus. And like Judas, we too betray Jesus sometimes,
knowingly and sometimes unknowingly, by our actions of exclusion, unkind words and not following the
commandments. Each time that I partake in Holy Communion I remember that I come to the table as a
sinner just as I did when I was eight. A sinner who betrays daily and like that of Judas, I am welcomed
and unconditionally loved and forgiven by our beautiful Savior.
Dear Gracious and Loving Creator, forgive us for our daily betrayal of you through our words and
actions. Open our eyes and our hearts to your Holy Spirit to guide us in your ways of love and forgiveness.
Through Jesus our beautiful Savior, Amen

✞✞✞
Thursday, April 1, 2021
Maundy Thursday
Today’s Verses: John 13:1-15

Deaconess Deborah Matern Graf
(Trinity Lutheran Church, Reading)

I have found there are two types of people in the world. Foot people, and non-foot people. My college
roommate, Linda, was a great example of a foot person. She loved her feet (conveniently a petite size 6
½.) She loved walking in bare feet and showing off her well-manicured toes and playing footsies with her
boyfriend. Then there are the non-foot people who, like my husband (whose feet are just fine), do not
want anyone to see, smell, or touch them. Ever.
On that evening almost 2000 years ago, Jesus was a foot person. Remember, when he walked on this
earth, there was no macadam to cover the ground; the roads were plain dirty, dusty, and full of the natural
calling cards left behind by sheep and other animals. No one owned a pair of Wellies to protect their feet
from the muck. Entering a home would involve some much-needed pedi-care. Precious water was placed
at the entrance of the house. Servants often washed the feet of the guests removing all traces of dirt and
dung and muck. Sometimes disciples might wash the feet of their teachers.

But that night Jesus turns the tables around, taking on the degrading role of the servant. In this reversal of
roles, Jesus not only demonstrated what his ministry on earth was about but also commanded his followers
to do the same: to humbly bend, to stretch over societal boundaries, and to empty themselves to lovingly
serve others.
There is an aspect of foot washing we often forget: as humbling as it might be to bend down and serve,
the one whose feet are being washed sits exposed and vulnerable. On the last night of his human life,
Jesus chose the servant road and did not make designations between his closest followers. Jesus washed
the feet of every disciple in the room. Every. Disciple. Jesus bent down and lovingly touched the very
one who would betray him. He knelt in front of the one who would deny him three times. Jesus touched
the feet of those who would fall asleep in a garden. And he bent down and washed all of those who would
desert him out of fear. Jesus loved them to the end.
What does this mean if we allow Jesus to see and wash our feet, too? Hammer toes, calluses, warts, and
all. It means there is nowhere to hide. It means opening ourselves up to him – our whole selves. It means
being completely vulnerable, allowing him to see our shame and faults and guilt. Jesus sees us as we truly
are. We cannot cover anything over. And to permit Jesus to lovingly cleanse our feet is to remove all that
prevents us from using our feet to follow.
Allowing him to scrub away our insecurities, to wash away our weariness, to buff off our bitterness, and
to cleanse and forgive our sin frees us to follow him and to fully love others as he loves us.
Jesus, thank you for humble willingness to lower yourself and take the role of a servant. Help us to open
ourselves fully to you and believe and trust in your never-failing love for us and all creation. Amen.

✞✞✞

Friday, April 2, 2021
Good Friday
Today’s Verses: John 18:1 – 19:42

The Rev. Michael J. Scholtes
(Prince of Peace Evangelical Lutheran Church, Bangor)

Once a year, on Friday, we are tempted to pretend.
Tempted to pretend that the cross was just the end.
What if Easter wasn’t real? What if Sunday never came?
What would that mean? Would anything be the same?
What if we believed that Jesus didn’t rise?
What if we believed there was no great surprise?
What if we believed that God had really failed?
What if we believed that death…prevailed?
What would we worship? What would we trust?
Would we trust in ourselves? Ourselves who are dust?
Perhaps deep down, way deep down,
perhaps a part of us truly believes Good Friday is the end.
The Messiah, the Christ came.
The Christ was beaten lame.
The Christ was arrested and tried.
The Christ was crucified, and died.
A caterpillar spins a cocoon, but is not defeated.
A seed is buried in the ground, but is not defeated.
The Christ was not defeated.
The Christ took death into himself and destroyed it.
The Christ who was in the beginning God’s own breath,
This Christ has written a new word on the cross of death.
That word is life.
That word is life, for you, for me.
That word is life and jubilee.

On the cross of our lives, broken and dead
Are so many things making us grieve.
Christ is writing a new word, the new word is LIFE,
On our cross, if we dare to believe.
Sunday is coming, but let us wait here.
Let us stand at the cross, and face our worry and fear.
Let us stand and adore the Christ who brings life
Who broke down death’s door so we might die no more.
Let us pray. We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. By your holy cross, you have redeemed the
world. Amen.

✞✞✞

Saturday, April 3, 2021
Vigil of Easter
Today’s Verses: Mark 15:42-47

The Rev. Dr. Nelson Rivera
(Associate Professor of Theology, Moravian Seminary)

Sometime ago I was invited to contribute theological commentaries on the last lectionary passages in the
Gospel of Mark, including the verses that occupy our attention for this Lenten devotion. I learned that
Joseph of Arimathea had to gather his courage in order to go boldly to Pilate on the same day of Jesus’
crucifixion to ask for Jesus’s body (soma in Greek). After Pilate’s request to the guards for confirmation
of Jesus’ death, Pilate grants to Joseph the corpse (ptoma) of Jesus. In what seemed a hurried way, Joseph
took Jesus’ body and put it inside a tomb, without time for the proper burial preparation or rites since it
was the eve of the Sabbath day. Meanwhile, only the women saw where Jesus’ body was laid. What about
the other disciples? They seemed to have fled after the tragic events in Jerusalem.
We may wonder, why the contrasting words used by Joseph and Pilate to refer to Jesus’ body? One
possibility is that the community of Jesus’ followers, including Joseph, knew better how to speak of Jesus
by the time they are telling the story: Jesus is alive, and therefore, there is no corpse but an empty tomb.
Another possibility is to say that the community understands themselves as Jesus’ body on earth. This
community of disciples is no corpse either but the living body of Christ.
As we walked through the Lenten season to this moment in Holy Week, we have been reminded time and
again to know and trust God’s promises of new life. After all, Jesus lives. Jesus is with us. Jesus will come
again.
Lord of heaven and earth, you who walk with us and among us every day of our lives. Bless this day and
lead us to a deeper understanding of place in a community of disciples that is, by your own will and design,
your body on this earth. Amen

✞✞✞

Sunday, April 4, 2021
Resurrection of Our Lord: Easter Day
Today’s Verses: Mark 16:1-8

The Rev. Christopher deForest
(NEPA Synod Bishop)

Pandemic Pascha.
Could there be a more perfect version of this story for this, our second Easter under the pandemic? Though
I might wish that by the time you read this, the vaccine will be everywhere and Covid-19 vanquished
forever – it’s not likely. And so, we still social distance, wear masks, wash hands. And we see only these
three women – no Simon Peter, no John, no “beloved disciple” – just three essential workers, who come
to tend the body of a dead, failed rabbi. Then, shock upon shock – the tomb has been emptied. A young
man is inside, wearing (not a mask) but only a white gown. He tells them, the murdered man is out of bed,
so go out, go see him, “just as he told you.” But instead of seeing good, and shouting hope, they say
nothing, they flee, they fear. End of story.
On this Easter, having been through a viral Lent lasting more than a year, we ourselves may wonder: will
this ever end? And what else will end with it, because it could not endure? Our jobs? Our joys? Our
churches? Whom have we lost, how can we go on, and from where is our hope supposed to come?
Pascha is a Greek word for Easter. It ties together the whole of what is called “the Paschal mystery”: the
life, death, resurrection and ascension of our Lord Jesus Christ. Fear is built in; death is dealt out; questions
remain. But the outcome is clear; the faith is well-founded; the hope is real, the love is long-lasting, the
life, forever. Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

✞✞✞

